M0z GMBsgodol Lsbgermdol wybogg®lodgdo
Grigol Robakidze University

bgabsfig®ob »gegdom
With the right of manuscript

0053600 3sbodg
Irakli Kakhidze

3o¢5953¢9d0L 9309396mIgboms LBGMMdEeeo
AMBLRMMHT5305 0b6xMOI530ve LsBMYIEMIdsdo
Structural Transformation of Power Epiphenomena
in Information Society

LogobdobsmEgdem 3MMYM5Bs: 300EH03MMO BOWWMLMROS
Educational program: Political Philosophy

obgOE30s Pomragbowos Bowmbmgool md@m®mol
939500930M0o bamolbol doboFgdolsmgols
Thesis submitted for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy
69099
Abstract

000¢0obo
Thilisi
2022



M0z GMBsgodol Lsbgermdol wybogg®lodgdo

393b0gM-bgarddwgzsbgwro: mgbaod 0Mgdsdy,
30@egool Mddm®o, 3OHmaglim®o

oLOEE00L 3308 MIMOMO  2sdmd39ybgds Mboga®Lo@gdEoL
300-339M©0Ybg www.gruni.edu.ge

obYMGHO300L  ©O33d 99agds FMoyME MHMBsJodol Lobgermdol
1b60390LoE GOl 393sboGHIOmME s LmEosww®o dg3bogMgdgdol
13020 Bos@guBo30Mm-15gdu3gMGM 330G EHOL Lbmdsby

obYOEHOE00L 2o36mds TglsdEgdgE0s FMogyME MHMdsjodol boby-
@Mmdol  boggMlo@gdHol  dodErommg3s5do. 0d0obo, 06obs
96999090l Ne3 (5095396900l bgogsbo dg-13 30).


http://www.gruni.edu.ge/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Grigol+Robakidze+University/@41.793778,44.7724663,18.25z/data=!4m6!1m3!3m2!1s0x0:0x6c6cdb1ea5b624a8!2sGrigol+Robakidze+University!3m1!1s0x0:0x6c6cdb1ea5b624a8
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Grigol+Robakidze+University/@41.793778,44.7724663,18.25z/data=!4m6!1m3!3m2!1s0x0:0x6c6cdb1ea5b624a8!2sGrigol+Robakidze+University!3m1!1s0x0:0x6c6cdb1ea5b624a8

FGUOZOMDO e 4
15330930 3MIMBYToBH03S O 33930l 9GO ™ds...... 4
3309300 G0Db0 5 5TMEIBIOO ..., 5
33009300 303MMYDS ... 6

1539360gOM WO BHYMIGMMOL dm3Erg dodmbogngs

@5 33¢2930L 0900 3M6GHIJBAO0 v 7

33009300 FJOIMOMEIMY0S. ..t 8

33029300 FIQIBIO0 ettt 10

396Lxs o 3933609600 F0RBIOGIO ... 13

QO3B0 16



d9bsgogro

1533930 3GMdE93sH03d O 33E2930L SJGHNISEMdS

obgME30580  25Bbomwos  0bxgMmMTs30wo  LEBMYsEMIdOL
139308035 S FoEOWMBGIOL goagdol Lbgzoolbgs I3gE™mdgdo,
H0Iol gmbbgg  sblbowos  dowsmBwgdol  GHMIBLBMGIs3ool
0bgds s dobo 0630LgdMMYGDIO0 MbsTgEM™MZY (0bRMMIsE0me)
LobMY>MYdsT0.

XX 153996980 ©sfygdmemds gdbozm@ds 3Grmamglids 80-0s6 angddo
39b6LO3MMOPOMWO 296300000985 3M3S S MOILO  A93¢gbs
90bobs  LoBMPOEMIdM030  15dd0obmdOl Moz S3gdEHBY.
50b08dbmo 39MH0MmEOEsb Imymegdmeo owbobs@ 399Mmo33gms
0683mMs300Ls S MIMBOMo  3nEbol 3603369wmgsbo  Hmwo
LoBMASMIdOL  3BMZMHGVsT0, G053 LORwMdzgwo oMM M93Mm-
©YE0O (330Gl 5GgM bygH™Mdo, F9E3ows 53056700l
94m39 oo 3bmgmadol LEGowo s IMsbEOby LabmsEMgdol
LEHOMIGHYIOYWO GHOBLZMMTS30s.

39BLO3MMMHIBOm LogmMoMgdms ol Bod@o, MMI Mszs© 3MEbsd
3900065  doomaegdol  MHgLwOLOL LESGMLO, obsmargdols s
936090 gd0L  bLeygHmgddo BsdmygswodEbab sbogro  Lmaoswdo
3396900, OHMIWgdol dmdbowbo @s 5E30WIE  9I3GHOMId©BO
56056 006599MM3g  LodYsOMLmM3zoL  aTsbILOsMGOgE  Lmos-
OO (3303900l J0dsM .

590l 890925 4590033905 0b6xMMBs30Er0 dogrsgdols Lemom-
3CGHYOMo  §9093900:  obomEeMo  LoL{MLxgom  gomsMEgds
LoGJE93MmIMB03530m JugErgdo s 0bBMILEMWYIENMS, 0bgmETos-
300 bs300gd0  dbodgbgarmgzsbglo god@mmo asbs 93mbm-
9030L5 5 30030l bLygMMgd By A93wgbol Im3m33d0LsM30UL.



06@9MbgBH0Bo305, 0bx3MmMBoz00l Jomgdols s LHMsxgs 293M39-
@g9d0L  bodMowgdgdo 0f3936 060300 JdOL  PoMIMEMBOLS @
LobBMAOMYOM030  SBOOL 86503369 ™dOL  2oblo3 M GIMs©
DBOEL. gl 3o, M30L TBMOZ, F965306MHMOIOL doErsBEgdOL g30-
5396mdgbgdoL 3608369c0m3zs6 BHGBLEMOT530sL, 056@Imsh good-

@0 ,9@gJOHOMEYwo  BBOMZIMIOL”  ©d  ,9EgdBOMbYwo
©99m3MoE0ol“ 99dsboBbagdo.

31939, GHOBLRMOToMEIds Fgos 0bLEBHOGHMEJd0, bmwm bmso-
50 390005, 930l FbM03, A9bEs JosMBGdOL  GHMblgmem-
05300L Log3Adz9Wo, ML JoLo MMEO LoBMASOMIOMOZ0 SBMHOL
3OO0l 3OH:MEgLd0 MYBOM s YYBOM 3609369cm3560 brogds.

5009650, 06x3MMT530wo LEBMYSMIBOL ASB30MIMYdOL FHowdo
8603369 mgsbqbo  LyzoMbos ,,dssMRBEGdOL  GHIBLZMOIsz00L*
0©95.  Lodmeomm  xsddo, 9oL 99ga0s  LMEOM-3MWEHMOHWO
GOBLBMOT>305, MMIYETdoE JoWsNBEGOOL SMLYOMEWO FMEIWO
3019060350 GHOBLBMOHIOMEYDS.

33930l d0bsbo s s3mEsbgdo

3690s ,05@0MBEgdOL  BHGMBLGEMMT5305" 3EXoLbbIMBL sHLGdYEo
oo i3egd0L BEHYIEHMMGOOL MZ0LYOMOZ ASMEJabsl, dogromas-
@900l bgmobor gssbofioegdsl s bmEoswred bEHMGHO0BOIo-
(30580 86596 EHMM 33 0wgdIOL.

d9L50590Ls©,  LOOLYOEHIEOM b38OMTOL  33agzol  FoBBL  Fobr-
0m509bL dsEromBagdol GHMIBLEBMMTs300l 3496900l sblibs, sbsgro
LEHOSEG0B03300 LEAOWIGHWOHOL Ms30L90)MYdGdOL h3gbgds s
50bodbmmo  3Omiglol JoBybgdols s I9dobobdgdol 0gbEo-
B035(300.

LoOLYOEIEOM BsdMMITo 453M339000¢0 FoBbol JolLowfgzs @so-
Lobs 9990090 0m36900:



V' 06gm®o30@o LoBMYPIMIBOL ©s 35EWsMBEdOL MJMMH0JBOOL
3bseobo;

v 3@MmS@IMo ,068m603GH0Bsg00l¢ 3mbEgduBBo 3mobol ©s
0683mM35300L doEsvrEwgdsHy ©YEHIOT0bsgool B3969ds;

V' 06gm®Bozoe  Labmyomgdsdo  @gdbmemaon®o  gsbgome-
6900L ©MBoED 2odmBEbsMyg, sbowo LMoo bEHMsGo-
33035300L B39b6900;

V' 3oeog3egdol GHOBLEMOIo300L, ©JImIOIGHOMEo 0bLEOEY-
3900l O M30LWREIGBOL bsMobbol MMM0gHmTodsMmNYdOL
®530L901M 93900l GgLogens;

V. oLgRdM@o  GHOHBLEMOo300L F9©gagdol 3Bsemobo LadsGromgg-
@b Jogowomnby.

33em930L 303momgbo

0bxm®s30m@ LsBMASMYd5T0 dosYBEGdIOL GHMIBLEZME-To5300l
99009390 bgds dolo 0sbdbwgdo dmzwgbgdol, 9305896magbgdol
(330000, 53,  LOOMEWMME, LEBMYPsMIdOL  LoliEgdmMo
2390©5gdbol Logmdzgwos.

0565990003900l 93603369 m3zs6gb0  oboslosmgdgwo  60dsbos
LoBMASMIBOL LM FOSWNM-39EHNOMEO BHEOBLZMEOTo305 (BMI-
ol 9OM-ghmo 3mI3mbgbEBo  doomBEgdol  GH®BLGMMTs3059),
MHm39wo3 J8gom s Boymxzog 3mMgEs305005 ©JIMIMIEH0MO
0630 GH900LS s 19306BGOOL boMolbol gsdwogMgdslosb.

9939 bs 00d39L, MHMI BgImm s0bodbEo (33W0MdIO0 MSZo©
obgbL gogegbsly 5659900MM3z9 LoBMASEMIdOL MdbodzbgEmgzs69l
0bLEHOGHMBHBY - LeEosEE Ig0sbY. 3OS, gu do3wgbs 0sbog
39olbdmdl, ®md by 9gdem o  3608369wmdsls  0dgbl
5Q530569g0%bg 396039oMgdol ¢9dbo3gd0, mdgs LsobgmMiszom

6



oMbgdol  Bogwgdo  Imbm3mobsgoolbs s 0bogzogdol
99dBHOMbMwo Fs®oMEmdol 3608369wm3zs60 BOHOL 30MHMdIdT0

2390535 0HBOYdS IIMIMOEH0DsE00L Mbys.

L599360gHM WOoEIBGHYOOL dm3eeg Bodmbogs s 3330l
09H0eo 3mbEgJuBo

Lodg3b0gMm  WOGIMIGMEMSTo  A93M(3IEGIN0s  oOMBEGOOL
3Mb398330900L  9M59MMO  Jslox03930d, MHMIgEog  LdwYsEgdSL
3393g3L, MHmd ol gobgobowmm  Lbgo@solbgs  3mBoE00©sb:
®oMMPMNL  259mygqbgdol Logmmemo oMo 99al, Fglsdsdols,
53056000 3065¢JuMdS s Bo3e™356999d0. 50b0dbMols dovy-
b99350, 9 BEgdol MgMOHOJdOL Y39wsHg 35woEe Jenslio-
B0353090 339L9bgds om0 2oboegs 99990 MMO B0FsMHMEIGOOM:

30039 9005OHMYgdsl  J0OHMBOMOE  F9y300¢005  3YHMEOM™
3Wsb03MM0, MMIWol  Jobg30003  doWoBEGds  JOMOMSWOIQ
bmME09wgds ©059399g0MmgdMgdol B3doL Lsfobssmdgymo ©s
5MLYIMBOL  dbmemE  3mGHIbgomMo  3mbxzwoddol  ggwdo. o
o 9R3EqdoL Logw)dz0s© 343930bgds Lmdogd@ol bodo, bgds o
Ubgs 300m3bmwo m30L90930. dowsrmBEgdol goagdol smbodbmwmo
doymds Lomsgglh 0Madl ™. 3mdLOL bssBMY300 s Ho®dme-
396005 8. 3909M0b, i3, boEdgl, M. 3ol s Lbgsms BodGHmdgddo.

doo3egdol  dgmeg  sb3gd@Lb  sbgzg 30MHMBOMS©  3HMOIOIM
3MbBLYLMLYOL; ol EsTobILOVMYOJE0S  JoWHNBEGOOL  Mobsdg-

M3 063HgM3M9GHE0gO0LmMZ0L:  dowomREwgds bmM09wEgds 0d
LSBMYSMYD530,  LOOE  dosmaegdol  dobsbo s s0m39bs
0L gd0s, GgLsdsFoLO, Fob 0BOIMYOIE ]398 YOIMYOMEgdO.

50 9900bgg35do  9d396G0  J9MIds  Joei3Egdol  g0AGO-
FMOMdIDY 965 35390 0600300900l b XaMBgdoL JodoGo,

96539 90sbs  LEBMYsEMGOOLsTo. 5Mbodbo  doymds
9m39999os  @. 39MLmbLOL, 3. sM9bEOL, 3. gm3mb s bbgsms
6596md9ddo0.



LOEOLYOESEOM BsdMMTol 3oMzge bsfowrdo doswREIgdol tmgm-
oo s139d3H900 bmMg HBgdmo dmyzsbowo m®mo dodsGmwery-
00l FMH0oEdos gobbogrwmeo.

Bod6mdol  dgmeg  boffoerdo  FoMdmygbowos  0bgm®mdsgorwo
LsBmyomgdol sGLo s dolo MgMGmOoMEo 0bEghdMgEs3E0900.
965¢0Bol EO™ML INbIMBdOE0s OLYMO S3GMMYI0, HIMAMEOHIOOEGS: .

090, 9. HMGBWIM0, 8. 35LEHILO, 3. FoEgHo s 5.0.

Bod6mdol dgbodg bofowo 30 gdwgbgds  doeorma3egdols  GHMobl-
B0OHIs300L  Bbgoalbgs  250mgw0bgdsl, Gsg bsBggbgdos dgMo-
AM3M5@00lL 36063039801 ©sbgM30L, LbmEoswmm®mo dgwool do-
@HREGIOL S ,J9dEHOMbMEO ©JIMIMIGO0L” ogomomgdby.

33€930L 3900mEMEmy0s

LoEOLYOEIEOM bsdMMIT0 - EOLEHYO 339300 B0BBIOOLL o
50m (396900096  go0m3Eobatyg - odmygbgdmmo odbs 30mI3sGoG0-
30L&¥o IgMEO, oL byKMAZzgEHYE IMbEs JosMREIGBOLY
0bx3m®s30m@0 BobmPsmgdol 45blb3z939d MYMOmOIMS Tgs-
6900000  gobbogs/5bseoBo.  53sLmsbogg, BsdMmM™ITo  Fotdmoyg-
Boero doensrmzzemgdol mgm®ogdo LEgds dbmemE MmO EOLEOS3-
@obol GoMagdl s s80GH™I dobdo dsdmyggbgdeo odbs 0b@gm-

©0bL303¢0bsMHWEO 33609300 TJOIMPMEIMYOSE3.

dgLobfogeo Bo30mbgdol Jqlobgd 98306H0MEo 0bgMEBs300L dels-
3390  dg0Mbs  m30LgdM030  33wg30L  BgomEo,  3gHIm,
LoE®Iobgwo 0bGHIM30v s M3YTghEJdOL sbsEroBo. 3065006
030LgdMO3  33I3dL o3l 3MB3OIH WO TYbWZIBO, Bog B>~
dmMoibogl dmbszgdgdol Mmomgbmd®mog FMHowdo gsbbowgsl, ow-
603690 Lo3ombo 49s0FMs dgmEMso Imbs3gdgdol Asdmygbgdoo,
6mdgrog Im3m39deo 0gbs bbgosabbgs sdobol@Msgommo ©s
Lodgbogtm fystrmsb.



Loe®dolgMmo  0bGHIM30ML  TgMmEom  ABLMOE0gEEs  dogo-
MRWwgdol 9305396mIgbgdol EHMBLBMEOs300l 3MMiEglBY ©O3Z30M-
3905 o Bo@oms Lo®MIobgMwo 06¢YMH30vgd0 Tglsdsdol bsdobby
XAMNRI00D, 5953 JoOHmnME M9oEwmdsdo 53 3MHMdgdol 0gb-
&08035300b5 s oo IMO35¢THMOZ30 33063900l TglodEgdEMdS
dmag3e. M3 99gbgds  ©m3MdgbEgool  sbsgrobol dgomel, dsb
Lsdmogds 9my3(3d 0933306039000  LodoMmzgemdo  dosw)a3-
@90l BHOMBLBMOTo300L (35¢39ME 06@035EHMMIdL, 39Mdm© 30,
»329dGHOMbMEo ©IMIHG00L* 3G:0b3E03gd0L abyMaz0L dgdsbo®-
3905 S 29630050980 39bwgb09dL.

6536mddo oo Bmgdoll GHMBLBMOIsE00l 3OHMdEgds doMoms-
3 9BboMEos b8 FMowdo: IgMHoEHMIOG05, Fgools G®Mbls-
B0OHI5305 ©5  9JgBHOMbMEo  ©gIM3MHs@0s; 580l Fglisdsdols
399m0oym Hgl3mbgbGms bsdo XyBo:

1) 8905 9du3geMEgdo;
2) 3m@OoGMEMYGO0 5 BEO30MEMYRGO0;
3) 9w9dEHMO™bmEo ©gdm3Mo@ool gdudghEgodo;

50bsb0dbs305 oboE, MHMI L3330 3OMdEYIOL 1393080300
390m00bstg, MsmgbmdMoz0 3300930l TJNMEO® 3gO 50 F-
9005 OLYOFHOE05F0 LT JOMOMSPO STMFIDJd0, 30650056
dooMBgdol  GMBLRMOTo300L  Mo30LgdIMMGOJIOL 3300930
39009905 99596530 gobbbgzs390w0 BoJEHMMOLs s 3NI3MbgbEHOLYB,
H0Iol A5BMIZ53 - LMo Ls3oMboL b3g3013039OMBOL Yodm -
5m©bMdM030 IgmMmEom MHJug3s6Emo 396 0d69dms.



331930 8900

®30L9060030 3330l F9gagdds oh3gbs MMD  Jobomgzgw  gdu-
39639030 MaOm dgBs 9.5 »30090-m3FGH0TobLEHWOO  3mBoE0ss
©Mdobsb@HMMmo. 3gMdme, 0b6GgMbgBHo s LmEoswmGmo  99os
056599060039 LbogoO®M3gMmTo  LemEosEwIH-3MmE0GH03YMH0  (33WO0-
90900l  0603oMYOL 9HBEIBL ©s ©IIMIOEHODIEOOL MM 3gldo
30D0BH0MOH OOl 06050mdL,  MoLog byl Mymdl 9990

RBoJBHMOHYd0:

V' bodo®mggemdo  LmEoswn®o 8900l 3o3egbs 8BsMos @o

39©5§939H0egdgd0b 8080360 NFBO® ©s NBO® 04w IO boy-
0056 569560800 gorfiomb ,,5bse 3900590 F53mFM0oE 3OMBEGIOUL;

v 080 80v9bys35®, M GHMoEOo 9900l Mo Lsbm-
2390MJIM03-3Mm0GH03YO 30m39LYd0 dogrosb 960d369wmzs60s s
509 933Dy 0059 F9Bo© 3o3wgbosbos, 3069 bmEosw Mo dgwos,
b 303wgbs oM MOl MZ3000YMBO©O,  MoEYbs3  Mz5
GO50E0WOo G900 56 5HOL M 3000JOJO 0s30L Jdggdgddo
Q5 3mW0E 03O0 300391900l 253w abols J3gdas;

v’ 063MBBHOL  0030593wgdOL  3mboo  MgL3mbogbBHdo 396
basggh 508y 96083690 m356 FgbOmzsl; 98 mzselsbOobom
LogdoMmm39wm  3bBLOdFMMs  LogMEgdo oYM  J399sbsl ot~
9o bL;

5939 20bOB0dBsg00, MMI, OIIO0 BoJEHMMYPIMD gBHsE, MgL-
3mb9b@ods 00 WoMYMR0m BoJBHMMGPOBY3 Foodobgzowgl yms-
0905, HMIWYd0E, Jomo Fgi3slgdom, 3Mmaqlol 3nbo@ome gsbgo-
056M905b byl MIeols. 3gHdm:

v 80095905350  LodsBmggmmBo  0bEgmbg@oBsgool  3bsG o
9b69bEooLs, Lsbmasmgdol 3609369wmgsb bsfowl x9gé 3093
593L 06390693 BY F30maol 3G:0Md¢gds;

V' bodoGmggemBo Fo®ow0s ,30BME0 MmBLFMOMdOL” ©mby,
653 3obbdmdl o6Lbgeg9d9eMdOL Jopoe boGOLLL 0bxgm®Io-

10



30-bo3mIMB03o30Mm  Bgdbmemaogdmsb amdol dJmby o o6
09mbg 30690l FmEOU;

V' 3m@oBogmbgdo  bemgosew®  Jugedo  bBoMe  0ddbost  9.§.
»3MIBMOEHNME BMbOL, MoYsbs3 0930060 53MIMRI39wl 00 ,3696-
©gOmb“ 509039096, B3goLRdWJHg M™I 3gsgom (obobo, Bzgmwgd®mog,
0559900 Md0m ©s HboMs© M30OHMdM FboMsFIM0m go0mombg3096);
5303 M3 JoOHM MgoeMmdsdo bLmEoswE JgE0s, bAoM, ,@odmym-
Boew G95@Mds30% 5:3bM3MdL 5@530569dU;

V' bogdo®mggemBo 3o¢r00b Bomowos LeEosw o Jugwgdols dmbds-
6900L 3583969090, HMBWwgdoiE oMo sbMEgdl dbmerm Logm-
0mb03sgom o6 ,063m  goMmMmdolL®, Togsd oMs  9gdg3bgdoom

B96d3090U;

V' 5O bmEosee® 990530 ofome@ G0l Fo@dmagbo-
@0 ,53903"° O 355 fidgdgEo 06BMMTs309, MG LEBMYsMIdOL
©5H0683mMT0MGOMWMIL, RORTI6EHIELS S 3MEMOBFOL
ofj303L;

V' Bmaxg® 063gMBBH0 LmEoswM® s 3moG03Me 5J030babY
6939@0M 253 gbsls sbgbl, MosbsE ImIbIsMGOOL 5gE0MMMdS
bdoMms TbMEXWME ,mbErsob 9dBHogobdom FgamogsMYmgds
36OMGHILGHOL ) 060305EGH0308 Mo LogzM3900 AOOGHBS 56
bgods;

V' Bma090m0 3mbybOgBom, LemEoswmGo 89w, Mez30L0 OO,
5oL ,30MmGHILGHOL  090s“ s o 90 0gdbgds  3mE0EH03MM0
©ob3MOLYdo s 3MbLYbLMLO, Mo@YsbsE LsBMASILMIdIM030 SBMO
o056 FH g0, M5353, Lademgomem xsddo, ,3mbEHMIMIMoGH0s3" 30
3900 gds 3mo@obmU;

V' 9@9dHO™bYo ©gdm3Ma@ool 3es@Bmmdgdol abgMygs, bdo®
3900bg93090, 4905(9393H0wgd0l 000090l FbG0LE GmMIswme

bolosml  5&HsMmgdL, TbMEME  LogMmsdmMOLM  35¢ YOIV GdJOOL
2990 bgds s dglsdsdolo 965939dGHwM0s;

11



V' 9@ HOmbme  BoGowemdsdo,  39Mdm©,  39G030gdoLs o
25005093930 gd0lL 80Mgdol 3GHmgldo Imbsbergmdol dzotg bsfo-

o 3mbsfoengmdl, oz 39630MHMdgdM@os Lsbmysmgdol bodo-
@0Bom, 39630m, HMT 3500 5d@0OHMBL sSBOO 56 593U;

v L0@9d@B®mbamo  bdol  doggdol” 99ds6oBdgRoL  ©sd3306 Y-
009D 3530060 JOMO 3OHMBEYIGI0  3009OLIROMLMYDLS
»GOBOWO [oabogMgdol sdsE mbIL ©353806MH©YdS;

M3 999bg00 9E0BHIOoL BMMT0MYIL Lodo@mzgemdo, GmymMs qb
3659Mmbge 500b08bs, 06xMOIs30mE0 LoBMYsMIOOL SOLGdMBdOL
9600-9600 3608369 mz56 06035GHMOL FgM0GHMIGIGHOIo 3H0b-
(3039090L  ©s6gMa35 HoMmBrmoygbl. Mgldmbgbdgdo 58 mzswlisb-
Hobom 393-553w g5 IYO0m F9bwgbE0gdL godmymagb, Boa®sd
05063 FoMdMBL IMLEBOYdS 000l MoMdsBY, MM 53 0BG
9600d369¢m3560 398396HbYd900 SOLYdMB.

99390 GH9d0 MbBIYB0D 0By, MM gwoEJdOL ,EOMIMESFOS”

L5JoMM39MmTo  3¢sbOIMMO Foggdom SO FIBBMM(309wGdMEs ©d
w3OH® Ig@o© LobgBY 339943V JEoEJOOL ,MHI3MMEMFOMGOS . T30,
9939 9OLYOMBL IMLsBMYDS, GMI dorbgosgs 2003-2012 Hengddo
»J0EJOOL (3063990300l FgoMgdom 93550m A5dMmgEobgdobs,
0sbdog AdEs3MO© oYM ,335D0 FGOOBHMIOGHO0L* Bodbgdo. MHYLdm-
0963900 5MLYdE0 FEYMIsMYMOOL 5dmdf393 999 BoJGHMMGOL
sLobggd9b:

v 30560390 9o 39GFos® gowodgds 3wsbmeo 6odbom,
9003580 593300060700 MFMzML  30OHMIL 3o FoMBmoygbl

305xMEOIsMMHO 353006900, 3Mmb3MHIBHMo 3wsbolsdo d03wmmg-
690@mds s 3esbol ogMolsdo/ MBOHMLOLIIO WMOSEMIGO
Q50Mm30@YIOILIDS;

v 3m@0o@03996o ©s 30BbBgl geo@s 9gefiydmos 908569000096,
653 3mE03H039900 3OHMELIOOL ME0QIMJoBE00L MHolZYdL Jabol;

12



v 35659900m39 Lds®mM39w™mTo - 3oM0gMHYEo Foblgwol 4oy -
693m@E0Bdo »3603369cm3569L 3GIMdTols HoMTmoyqbl;

v Lobgdfogm Bobmgbozgdo »g®em sGLYdMEo 15650©gdMdGBOL
39656BMbgd00) 501056 V535390910, 300MY, FGHOBHMIOOBHO0L L ob-
MEJOOL Iglodsdolo, 339¢0x03o300L 5350Egdom ©s Tguods-
dobo bs™-B393900l 2009FxMmdgLYdO;

V' 1395Om39@®Po Lok SO LEGWJEHMOIOTo 35H0gOHMWO Foblgeol
3M03gM093gd0 56 5MHOL BMEOHIoE0DBYOMWo s bdoMms MBGMLOL

U)d09d¢e 9bgoegdgdBgs ©edmzomgdreo;

v b3o6s, Mmgmda LoxsOm, obg 39Mdm bydGm®o bgeddwgsbymo
3060 FoMmM30L LRIOMIGOOL ,3003530DBYOL* sbEgblL, Mol sdma
olo doEHMBEGOOL 5MJOO 305 LHAREWMDIWMO 500JIJdS ©S,
d9L50590L5, ooYBEGOOL 58mYygbgdsa 50 doymdols dobgzom

bm®309wqds.

39bLxs s 8g3bogMvamo ogbgdgdo

35 3REOOL 235HMYOOL MZoLEBOOLOM EOWO GMEO 005T5Td
365 dbmErmE MgMMowewds doymdgdds, 5599 Lsbmysmgdsdo
©50Ygdeds 00 d369dds, HMIWGd0E 393900 MHBIBODBIGOU,
936090 M-F9dbozme 3OHmaMglls s 9.0. 50603bmds 3GMm39-
10T 2o9mofi300 LobMYsMGIOL LrosEWE-93mbmTozMGo bGMwd-
AMOOL 33WoEgds, M35, 00308 dbM0Z, IMoEbs dowsngegdol

LEAHOYIGHYOMO GHOBLBMOT>30s.

blgbgdmeds  3Mm3gLgdds  Logwydggewro  bomysds  09bsdgMmgg
0bgm®s30m@ LaBMmsMgdsL, HMIgEdss, megol IbMog, dmo@sbs
3M3996035300L LOHYYWOOE HIEO LBEHIBPIOEHIO0; gl JoMgs RBL
390000 bEggHMAo sOLYdIME EOIBLBMOTs30sd0.

2396Lo3MMOIBom MBS 9©0obodbmb  bmEoswrMo dgool  Iboa-
369@mds, GHMIgeoE, 093060 BMBJ30900b 2odmIEobady, o

13



OOl 05850mdL  0600300L  0©IbEHMOOL  3MBLEBHOWOMYd0ID
30490990 JosvR3EqdMH030 YYOHMOIMHNMIJOOL Bsmgewom.

50539 ©OML, bmEos@o dgEoolysd dmdobsmg 3mBodom®o
390093900 96 5G0L  3obobo; 80GHMI  3mE oMo 99gagdoL

9m3wg© LEAHOMIGHIOOMIdS gbsdErgdgE0s M3EH0IOLEHWMO s B3g3-
303996mH0 doam3gdol Laboo:

V' 9m3b3sM9dobmgol bgedobafgmdo gobws MBs®sBs®o 0b-
BMOTG09;

V' bmEosem®o 8905 bgel Mfiymdl  0bozogdol mzomeg3-
6H9H9bB(305L @O LM FOSWMEO 330G SO 539990 GOL;

V' 8m3bdoMgdgeo 56 5oL 06xmGTs300L 3sbovMo Fodngdo s sl
53l dgLodEgdEMds 05350053 2Bl  0bBMEOTs300L  HMAME3
8939969, sb939 39993OEILIVIL0;

OMamO3 339 900b08bs, F0bgzs 9MIMH0 30MoEHILMIOLY,
bemEosmmo dgool §w9bd30gdol oo 96 ML Fowlobo
Q©3QJO0MO  A5B[YMds, M3 ®39nbodg mgbolom Tgodwgds dg3s-
X S0MO:

v 0bgm®dogool  Lormbgg Jdbolb  Golggdl, M3  dmdbIoMgdgwo
©5H0683mMT5300L 96 ,068MOHIo3090 FobiE BOL® JbzgM3wwo
239bgl, dgLsdsdobo, dobo dgdgbgdomo  mzsbsfiogMo 3o o6
BoOMMZYOS, 30600Jom, 0BWMIdS ©s ,0683MMHTs30Mwo bogzom
03Lgds%;

v bmEosm®o  89@o0m  BMOFoORW@mo  LmEoswOHo  XaMBolL
393806900 56 0¢rBMOHME0s 96 doeosh Ll o;

V' bmEose®o 89000 GMIoE0Ewmeb Jgsgdom X9 30wI3

dmgdomodqgoms  890oMgdom 930609  XAMBGOOLmZoLss  bgerdobafig-
©M30. dgLdTOLO®, SR 5J3L ,GOBOVE MMSBILFOMBSL;

14



V' bmEosm®o 3905 9903938 06@030@0L 3G035¢MEWMBOL G-
©3930L Fo0oe HOLZ-BoJEHMOGOL;

V' BB@Yds M95¢mdOL @5 30MEUSMmBOL 50Mg30L LIGOHMbY.

Bgdo sBOom, LemEoswHo dgool oEIdomo BMbJ30g00 ©s
3obsllosmgdgdo 393G WRGM  T9BH0s, 30Mg  YSMIYNBOMO.
509650, 00 Wbs Fobgzobowmm MMM d3mboGomemo dmzgwmabs,
HMIgdog 9653 330wl MM bsMogg. 30M3gw Moydo,

bmEosmmo  dgoom  odmfizgmo  gzgwsbg  96003bgwmgzsbo
3300gds  LEBMY>MIBOL 3900 06BMOT0MHGOMWMdOL, ©YIm3-

5@00lL bamolbol s 06003000l MZ300MJoE0BIEO0L JobmbOg
DOOVDss ©0535300Mgd0O.

b53m3mbogogom LggHmdo sOLYOMETs BMbsdgbEMBs  33wr0o-
@gd9dds s  bmEoswMds 8gosd  960936gcm3zbo  AOBIMIS
LoBMASMIOOL  BoOMNWMMDS LMEOSW MO s 3MO0GHO3NO dtm-

399000, SHBEWPIMMsE O5Y9Ds LEBMYsEMYDILS s JoEsMBEGOOL
053 9M9090ms Il 3000996035300L Logombo.

0bxgm®s30me  Lobmasmgdsdo Imdogsdgadol Jogh 45050 Yy39-
&owgd9ddo dImbsfiorgmdol 3md3mbgbdo 6ol mabodzbywwrmgzsbglo
56599000039  LEBMYPsEMGOOL  B3YxE0BOIOL O FSWSMBGOOL
GOBLRMOTo300b gobosBMmYds.

0683mM530wo LobHmysmgdol obgmds »dbodzbgwrmgzsbglds dgds-
B0Bdg0ds, HMAMM0ES JEgdEHOMbMEo ©IFMIMOEH0S O JEgIBHH™-
Bmwo 905Omm390mds, BEGHodMmo dolEs 3mwo@o3wmo LolEgdol

9B9IGIOMONL s 49BIM©s FGBodEgdEMds YMMogdom 0dbgl
3099990 LaBMASEMIdOL INPObM3boEgdgdO.

o593 gdol  GHMBLBMOTs300L 3MmEgbds Jog30y3s6s dowsrma-
@90l BoBoMgdgwoms  Jobol  BwbsdgbGHWMo  33wowgdgdol
3603gbmsb. 356, sbg39, 3608369 m3bs Fgozss doEsREgdsby
B90mdd9gqd0lL s Bobo JobbmME0gegdol dgdobobdgdo.

15



OmamO3 339 900b03bs, IgHoEHMIMIG0S sbowo FHo30L garo@slb
50b08bo3L, Mol Fo0TsEgdol MBmoghgl 0s30LgdMgdsl 3rbs
©o  3m339BH9bsos  FoMmdmoygbl. s©0bodbmero  0gs 9 5M0OL
®30L90M0350 SHOWO FME7YEMdS, ToaMed 096509MM3Zg LoBmAs-
©M9dsdo IgMHoEM3MHG00L Lsgombo bEvmosE 4sblbgsggdwyms
505, 9900gds 00d30L, MmI Lobgedformgdols s dogrswe-
@900l BHMBLEZMOTs300L MSBsdEI30 Fgaao ogym LfimOgo SLgomo
3wsbol Bodmyoeodgds. 8 Fgdmbggzedo Bz9b 339 30LxgMI™
LoBMASMIOOL  BHOBLRMOTo300L MYoEH 09I 0DBY s 96

b9wm3b6, MEHM30E dmEYeby.

3830d6Omdm, MHMI HoMmImoygbo ©oLgMGHSE0sd0  J9Mas BB,
o553 gdols @s Jolo g30i39bmdghgdols GEMsblgm®mdsiools dgwg-
3900l 3608369mds  Lobmgsmgdolmgol, sz  dobo  LEGwyd-
OVOYPOOL  BbdIPOHYO  33wowwgdIdL  ofjigggh.  swbodbyero
390093900 gbgds 6330LdogM0 5sT0sbOL  YM39OWOMHMBLS o
3b™3mgd0L  Fobl, bemwm GHOBLBMOToz00l 3MmEgbo dmbodom®
9085617505805 ©JIMIMEH0BOG00L 3OM3ELb.

333365

L5EOLYOESEOM B5dOMIOL doBsbo 0gm 0dol B3zgbgds, o s gobs-
3060MdJOL dogsREgdol g30139bmdgbgdol bEHMWIGHWOHME BHEBL-
O30 MbsdgMmgzg (Gs0 FmMmOb, JoOmwa) Lobmasmgdsdo,
65 530900 gdsb0 sbEsgl ol s 5 LOMMMEGIdO s QoTM-
$393900 5M9dMBL 5©0b0dbE0 GHMIBLBMOTs300L §boby.

B5dOMTdo  gobbormeos dsErsmgargdol goggdol yzgws 99@-bs3-
@ads@ 3608369mgsbo 9300w mds, Bobggbados, mw My aBbgdo

3905605 dooBEgdsHYg M9Rwgdlosd s6¢03mm0 93mJosb ®gdnyg
5 05 B5JEHMMJO0 gobloBLZMg3s Tob.

§omdmpqbo  ©olgMEo30sdo  goobocoBbgdme  odbs  0bgme-
0530990 LsbBMPsMGdIOL MgMOoo §obsddmaMgdo, HMIwgddss

16



1593999390 FMOTBOS M9b659gEMHMZg LEBMYsMYOOL LEBHMWYIE -
Mo GOBLBMOTs300LsMNZ0.

©OoLYOGS30580 1939 dgbfogaroer 0dbs dogowgamgdol ol g30g%Y-
Bmdgbgdo, GMIwgdos bszzsbdm 60dzbgEMdoLss s 839830ME
9B39690L  docmamazangdol BH®MIBLBM®MTs300l  A963530HMBJdgEr do-
M0ms© dobybgob.

obYMGO300L  gd3oMmone  Bsffoedo  gebbmMEogwos  bszzwrgzo
3603l oMo G9owmdsdo dgbfagmss, Mobmgobsg godm-
94969990 odbs  m30LgdMm030 33930l FgMEgdo, OHMIYEIs3
9ma33s  9MsgMmo  3609369wm3zsbo  sligzbols  AsdmEbols  dglisd-

GOIMAS.

33w930L  GgBMMmo  FobdGHsdols s Bs33wg3  3MHMdWgIsby
3m3MLoMgdol 4odm, 396 dmbgdbs GHGMBLEMMIsz00l 99gagdoL

Loomsbomo h39bgds gggas dodstronemgdom, 0wdEs 33¢93900
dm@oboo dbxgemdgdo s sMyM3gb@gdo bomgwl bool LoghHomm

Lol s 335993l 33¢930L  F99a90d0  GHMBLBMMTs3g00l
035L9BH9d9MHMOOL 5Y3395G M SLobZsL.

L5EOLYOEIEOM 658OMT0 5B H0s 08 JMmbomss, MmA dsbdo,
239OSO 0JMNOOMWOo SB3YGHJO0Ls, A9M3IZIMO 3MOJGH0INWO M3t~
0960530900395 89998539090. oo obbmMogwgds 3o dobob-
dgfmboros  Bo@otgdmwo  gd3oMomwo  33ag30L 9900l
Log)dz9wbY:

V' 080bsmgoL, MM bddsGmggmmdo Ye®eM bgmdglobgdo asbgl
0bgm®s30m@o  bLaBmYsmgdol dogh  gsdmfzgmeo bozgmagdo,

LobiB39e0s IgE0 YMeomads 30gdagl 06GHgMBYG0BIEo0L FolidEs-
0900l BOEL, Gsms 956 TogdlodoEw Mo FmoEzoL  Fmbobergmda;

o®MLYdMEo 0bEIMOBYEHOBEo0L TsbdFHdgd0 X9M 3093 LogMAbmd-
@5 B8m356MH90s 29630m6Mgd Mo J39469d0L BHgdsl.

17



v 3086090 Mosbalim®mdol’ 36mdmgdolb  goabyFOHgums
Lobi®3ge0s JoduboBogryMmo dmbgl MBOH™Lo (Ladgblom sbszol
dgdoogdqgdol) momdob geblfagus 3m330@gH e Mbst-b39390d0;

v 8609369m35600  3cbobegmdol  36md0gMHgd0L  s850egds  0d
09M39(3)JO0L MoMdBY, MMIgEoE o 89300 gagdBHOMmbMo Rot-
0Ol s 3905(Y39GH0gd0L 00gdoL MZ5bsBOHOLO;

V' bsby®39@0d 250893930 gdol 308wgdgdds 3obsdEMb dserol-
bdg3s o Foobowrobmb gwgd@OHmbymwo BsGmEmdol godmgro-
690900, GMymOHE 39I6GHMIWNE, 0lg 5©Y0WMdM0Z ©Mbgby, Go3
SMEOYOY0s 50bodbmwo 3Mm3glolmzol dslidEedHmdols 89dy-
Bols mgzswlsBMoloom;

V' 5056 Lemgos@m®o 89009 - 3936 LO3gMGME GO - Bragog®
B05@ogl FoMdmoaqbl gBobxrzm®mTs300Ls s 3MM3sg56EoLom30L,

39600369¢ 35600, 899999530091 9839JEHWIO0 LEGMSBHIF0S HYLMEO S
96&H0@oL3 MO 3OM354560LYSD 1530l WOLISE935¢;

v 080bsmgolL, M3 ©9330MEIL  AGOHOEMIOIGOMOo B30l
3606303900 Jo®rormem LoBMYsEMgdsdo, 8b60dzbgermgsbos Ggoddbsls
Q5 3M5JBH03MWO©  25BbMGmE0gmEgl  39G0gmmo  Foblgwol
9409000 Gm&EHIsobgdmwo 89dsbobdgdo s gl M3oM3gMglis
bs Imbgl Loy s®m LodlbobmEmaddo.

18



Grigol Robakidze University

With the right of manuscript

Irakli Kakhidze

Structural Transformation of Power Epiphenomena
in Information Society

Educational program: Political Philosophy

Thesis submitted for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy

Abstract

Thilisi
2022

19



Grigol Robakidze University

Thesis supervisor: Tengiz Iremadze,
Doctor of Philosophy, Professor

Thesis defense date will be published on the University webpage:
www.gruni.edu.ge

Thesis will be defended at the session of the Attestation-Expert
Committee of School of Humanities and Social Sciences, Grigol
Robakidze University

Thesis is available for review in the library of Grigol Robakidze
University, Thilisi, Irina EnukidzeNe 3 (David Agmashenebeli Ave.,13)

20



Table of Content

Introduction ..........coooviiiiiiiii 22
The research subject and actuality.............c.ooviviiiiiininn. 22
Research objective and task........cc.coooevveviniiiiiiiiiiiiinin 23
Research hypothesis..........ceviiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e, 24

Brief review of scientific literature

and theoretical context of research .............cocoiiiiiiiiiiiiin. 24

Research methodology...........cviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii . 25

Research outComes ... .....ocveiiuiiiniiiiiiiiiiiii e, 26

Judgement and scientific findings ............c.cooiiiiiii 30

Conclusion ........cviiiiiiiiiii 32

21



Introduction

The research subject and actuality

The Doctoral Thesis discusses specific nature of information society and
various attempts of understanding power and nature of power
transformation, and its peculiarities in the modern (information) society.

The technical progress of the 20th century achieved tangible results in
1980s and since then greatly influenced many aspects of social activities.
Since that period, a significant role of information and theoretical
knowledge in the life of society was accentuated, laying basis for
revolutionary changes in many areas, changing the everyday lifestyle of
people and carrying out structural transformation of society.

It is particularly noteworthy that knowledge acquired a status of power
resource, new social layers were formed in the fields of education and
science and they were flexible and easily adaptable to the social changes
common for the modern world.

As a result, socio-cultural outcomes of information power were
observed: telecommunication networks and infrastructure were deve-
loping surprisingly rapidly, flows of information became the most
significant factor for gaining influence on the the sectors of economy
and politics.

Internetization, means of receipt and rapid dissemination of information
lead to engagement of individuals and particular increase of importance
of public opinion. This preconditions significant transformation of
power epiphenomena, mechanisms of "electronic governance" and
"electronic democracy" are gradually being formed.
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Media institutes are also being transformed and social media has become
a basis for power transformation, as its role in the process of formation of
public opinion becomes more and more important.

Thus, in terms of information society development, the idea of "power
transformation" has become the most important. Ultimately, this results
in socio-cultural transformation in which the existing model of power is
qualitatively transformed.
Research objective and tasks

The concept "power transformation” implies qualitative transformation
of the existing power structures, new distribution of power and
fundamental changes in the social stratification.

Therefore, the objective of the thesis research is to explain the nature of
transformation, show peculiarities of new stratification structures and
identify reasons and mechanisms of this process.

The following tasks were identified to achieve the objective of the thesis:

v' Analyze theories of information society and power;

v" Determination of knowledge and information power was demon-
strated in the context of global "Informatization";

v" Show the new social stratification based on the level of technological
development in the information society;

v" Identify relationship of power transformation to democratic institu-
tions and level of freedom;

v' Analyze the existing transformation results through the example of
Georgia.
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Research hypothesis

As a result of power transformation in information society, accom-
panying phenomena, epiphenomena, change; which finally becomes the
ground for systemic transformation of society.

The most significant characteristic of the modern age is socio-cultural
transformation of society (one of its components is transformation of
power), which is in an effective and fruitful correlation with
enhancement of democratic institutions and level of freedom.

It should be mentioned that the above changes influence the most
significant institute of the modern society — social media. Certainly, this
influence also implies that human manipulation techniques become
more important, however, under conditions of less monopolization of
information channels and significant increase of electronic participation
of individuals, the level of democratization inevitably increases.

Brief review of scientific literature and theoretical context of research

A number of classifications of power concepts are found in the scientific
literature, allowing to review them from various points of view: each of
them have their own field of application and therefore, their advantages
and drawbacks. Despite the above, the most valid classification of power
theories is to review them in two following directions:

The first direction may be conditionally called a classic condition,
according to which, power is mainly exercised against the will of
subordinates and exists only in the field of potential conflict. Here, the
basis of power is the subjects talent, will and other personal qualities.
This understanding of power originates from the ideas of T. Hobbs and is
found in the works of M. Weber, F. Nietzsche, R. Dahl etc.

The second aspect of power, also conditionally, is called consensual; it is
common for the modern interpretation of power; power is exercised in
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the society where the goal and task of power are acceptable and are
shared by the subordinates.

In this case, legitimate nature of power is accentuated not in respect to
separate individuals or groups, but in respect to the society as a whole.
This approach is shown in the works of T. Parsons, H. Arendt, M.
Foucault etc.

In the first part of the thesis, theoretical aspects of power are reviewed
in terms of the above two directions.

The second part of the thesis provides the idea of information society
and its theoretical interpretations. During the analysis, authors, such as
D. Bell, A. Toffler, M. Castells, H. Schiller etc. are mentioned.

The third part of the thesis is dedicated to various manifestations of
power transformation shown through the examples of introduction of
meritocracy principles, power of social media and electronic democracy.

Research methodology

Based on the set objectives and tasks, comparative method was used in
the thesis, based on which various theories of power and information
society were comparatively reviewed/analyzed. At the same time, the
theories of power presented in the thesis go beyond the scope of one
discipline and therefore, interdisciplinary research methodology was
also used.

Qualitative research method, in particular, in-depth interview and
document analysis, were selected for obtaining empirical information
about the issues under study. As qualitative research has specific
restrictions, which excludes review of data in quantitative terms, this
issue was resolved using secondary data obtained from various
administrative and scientific sources.
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Using the in-depth interview method, the process of power
epiphenomena transformation was monitored and in-depth interviews
were conducted with respective target groups, allowing us to identify
this problem and observe it comprehensively in Georgia. As for the
document analysis method, it allowed us to observe various indicators of
power transformation in Georgia, in particular, mechanisms of
introduction of "electronic democracy" principles and its development
trends.

The power transformation problem is reviewed in the thesis from three
points of view: meritocracy, media transformation and electronic
democracy; accordingly, three groups of respondents were identified:

1) Media experts;
2) Politologists and sociologists;
3) Electronic democracy experts.

It should also be mentioned that due to the specific nature of the
problem under research, the main objectives raised in the thesis could
not have been resolved by quantitative research method, because
research of power transformation peculiarities consists of numerous
different factors and components, which could not have been measured
using the quantitative research method due to the specific nature of the
raised issue.

Research outcomes

Outcomes of the qualitative research have shown that the so-called
"cyber-optimistic" position is more dominant among the Georgian
experts. In particular, Internet and social media initiate social-political
changes in the modern Georgia and play a positive role in the process of
democratization, which is facilitated by the following factors:
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v" The influence of social media is increasing in Georgia and decision-
makers are gradually becoming forced to take the problems raised in the
"new media" into consideration;

v" Despite the fact that the role of traditional media in social-political
processes is very important and at this stage is more influential than
social media, this influence is not original, because traditional media
itself is not independent in its actions and is under influence of political
processes;

v In terms of freedom of Internet, respondents do not see any
significant restriction. In this regard, Georgia is a leader country in the
post-Soviet space;

It is noteworthy that together with positive factors, respondents focused
on negative factors too which according to their evaluation, hinder
positive development of the process. In particular:

v" Despite the increasing trend of Internetization in Georgia, significant
part of society does not have access to the Internet yet;

v" The level of "digital inequality" is high in Georgia, which implies a
high level of difference between people having and not having access to
information communication technologies;

v" Politicians often create a so-called "comfort zone" in social networks,
as they equalize their electors with their Facebook friends (as a rule,
they are flattering and often expressing unconditional support); Thus, in
Georgia, social media often makes people live in the "illusory reality";

v" There is a very high index of social network use in Georgia, which

often perform only communication or "informational entertainment”
functions, but not cognitive functions;
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v" Mostly fake and unverified information is presented in the Georgian
social media, which leads to misinformation, fragmentation and
polarization of society;

v Sometimes, Internet exerts a negative influence on social and
political activity, because a user’s activity is often limited to "online"
activity only and protest or initiative do not take place in reality;

v According to some opinions, social media is a "protest media" by its
nature and political discourse and consensus are not created here,
because public opinion is very diverse and may finally even bring
"counter-democracy";

v" Frequently, introduction of electronic democracy platforms from the
part of the government is formal, occurs only because of international
commitments and therefore, is ineffective;

v Small part of population participates in electronic engagement, in
particular, filing petitions and decision-making process, which is
preconditioned by nihilism of society, the feeling that their activity does
not make a sense;

v' Problems related to introduction of "e-voting" mechanisms are
associated with cyber security and low level of "digital literacy";

As for formation of elites in Georgia, as it has been repeatedly
mentioned, one of the significant indicators of creation of information
society is introduction of meritocracy principles. Respondents identify
more or less positive tendencies in this regard, but the prevailing
opinion is that there are significant obstacles in this direction.

Experts agree that "circulation” of elites has not taken place in Georgia
classically and this is rather a "reproduction” of elites. However, there is
an opinion that despite a comparatively clear demonstration of "elite
circulation" in 2003-2012, it also contained strong signs of "quasi-
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meritocracy". Respondents refer to the following factors as causes of the
existing situation:

v' The ruling elite is mostly formed by clan members and the most
significant condition for becoming a part of elite is informal ties,
belonging to a certain clan and loyalty to the clan leader/head;

v" Political and business elites are merged with each other, creating
risks of oligarchization of political processes;

v' In the modern Georgia, nepotism represents a most significant
problem in career-building;

v' State officials are more interested in maintaining their positions,
rather than in their professional development and improvement of
respective skills, according to meritocracy standards;

v' Criteria for career advancement in public structures of Georgia are
not formalized and often depend on subjective opinions of the manager;

v" Often, the manager "privatizes" the management spheres both in the
public and in private sectors and therefore, the area of his/her power is
perceived as the personal domain and therefore, power is used according
to this approach.
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Judgement and scientific findings

In terms of understanding power, not only theoretical approaches but
also the changes which began in the society in connection with
urbanization, scientific-technical progress, etc, played a big role. These
processes caused the change of the social-economic structure of society,
which on its part, led to structural transformation of power.

The above processes laid grounds for the modern information society,
which on its part, brought absolutely new standards of communication;
This is well seen in the transformation of media.

Significance of social media must be emphasized, which based on its
functions, plays a big role in building the identity of an individual and
power relations as well.

At the same time, the positive results arising out of the social media are
not definite; therefore, it is possible to structure potential results briefly
in the form of optimistic and sceptical approaches:

v" Huge information has become available to users;

v Social media facilitates self-presentation of individuals and
accumulation of social capital;

v" Users are not passive recipients of information and they have an
opportunity to become creators and disseminators of information;

As already mentioned, despite a number of advantages, there is not a
definitely positive attitude to the social media functions, which may be

summarized as follows:

v Abundance of information creates risks that a user may become a
victim of misinformation or "informational fast food", therefore, his/her
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cognitive vision is not widened, but on the contrary, it narrows and
"becomes filled with informational garbage";

v" Ties of the social group formed by social media are either illusory or
very weak;

v" Social media is available to relatively small groups of citizens
compared to the traditional media and therefore, "digital inequality”
occurs;

v" Social media contains high risk factors of violation of an individual’s
privacy;

v" A threat of confusion of reality and virtual reality occurs;

In my opinion, the positive functions and characteristics of social media
are much more than negative ones. Thus, it must be viewed as a positive
phenomenon which laid grounds for many changes. First of all, the most
significant change caused by social media is associated with continuous
increase of public awareness, level of democracy and an individual’s self-
realization.

The fundamental changes in the field of communication and social
media significantly increased engagement of society in social and
political processes, raised the issue of communication between society
and power-holders in a new manner.

In information society, the component of participation of citizens in
decision-making is the most significant for understanding the specific
nature of society and transformation of power.

The most significant mechanisms of information society, such as
electronic democracy and electronic governance gave an impetus to
efficiency of the political system and increased the possibility of careful
perception of society’s needs.
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The power transformation process has brought us to the process of
fundamental changes of the class of power-holders. It also significantly
changes the mechanisms of influence on power and exercising the
power.

As already mentioned, meritocracy means a new type of elite and the
most significant factors of its success are knowledge and competence.
This idea is not a qualitatively new reality, but in the modern society,
the issue of meritocracy was raised in an absolutely different manner. It
may be said that formation of such class may be a result of
transformation of states and power. In this case, we are already
discussing the actual results of society’s transformation and not the
artificial, utopian model.

We think that significance of outcomes of transformation of power and
its epiphenomena for society, which leads to fundamental changes of its
structures, is seen well in the submitted thesis. The above outcomes
affect the everyday life of any human and the transformation process is
positively related to the process of democratization.

Conclusion

The objective of the thesis was to show what predetermines the
structural transformation of power epiphenomena in the modern
society, what peculiarities are associated with it and what difficulties
and challenges exist in the process of this transformation.

In the thesis, we reviewed all more or less significant attempts of
understanding power, showed the path taken by reflection on power
from the antique epoch to present and the factors which defined it.

In the submitted thesis, theoretical preconditions of information society

were analyzed which laid a basis for structural transformation of the
modern society.
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The power epiphenomena which are of key importance and clearly
show the main causes of power transformation were also addressed in
the thesis.

In the empirical part of the thesis, the research problem was also
examined in Georgia and for this purpose, qualitative research methods
were used, allowing us to make a number of significant conclusions.

Due to the limited scale of the research and focusing on the research
problem, the transformation results could not be shown properly in all
directions, however the judgements and arguments provided in the
research make the total picture clear and adequately reflect the
magnitude of transformation in the research results.

The thesis is also topical due to the fact that apart from theoretical
aspects, certain practical recommendations are developed in it. It is
expedient to carry out these recommendations on the basis of results of
the empirical research conducted by me:

v In order to make the good things brought by information society
more perceivable in Georgia, increasing of the level of Internetization to
ensure that the population is covered to the maximum extent must
become a priority for the government; the existing level of
Internetization is significantly lower than in developed countries.

v" To resolve the problem of "digital inequality”, the senior generation
(citizens of pension age) must be trained in computer skills to the
maximum extent;

v' It is necessary to raise public awareness regarding the leverages they
have in terms of electronic engagement and decision-making;

v' The government must enhance efforts and stimulate the facts of

electronic engagement both at the central and the local level, which is
necessary in terms of ensuring large scale of this process;
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v As social media, apart from many good things, represents a solid
ground for misinformation and propaganda, an effective strategy must be
developed to protect from the Russian and anti-Western propaganda;

v In order to introduce meritocratic governance principles in the
Georgian society, it is necessary to create and exercise the effective
formalized mechanisms of career advancement and first of all, this must
be done in public offices.
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