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Ketevan Nikoladze, Tiko Abuladze
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Grigol Robakidze University

Law

Bachelor's programme, Ilsemester

Elections 1921 according to the Constitution

Scientific supervisor — Associate Professor Anna Pirtskhalashvili

1. The elections are known from ancient times as a right of people and each particular member
of society to determine on their own the social order and the state system. In modern sense, elec-
tions represent a form of realization of public sovereignty, formation of state institutions through
universal suffrage.

2. Unlike the countries with democratic traditions, Georgia does not have deep historical roots
of elections. In Georgia, the first and the relatively successful steps toward the establishing of the
progressive principles and norms of the electoral law were made during the First Republic. In
1919, the Election of Constituent Assembly was held. Later, the principles of universality, equali-
ty, and confidentiality of the electoral law which were based on the study and observation of the
European experience were reflected in the 1921 Constitution.

3. From a legal point of view, elections represent the most legitimate rule for creating the State
and the most important achievement of the democracy. That is why we decided to choose Elec-
tions from the 1921 Constitution Prospective as the theme of our conference. The paper describes
what kind of the electoral system existed in that historical period and how the government was
created.

4.2017 constitutional amendments, which include the draft amendments to the electoral system,
were presented by the Parliamentary majority in the Constitutional Commission together with
the alternative project initiated by various members of the Commission. The draft worked out
and approved by the Constitutional Commission will gain the importance during public scrutiny.
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Teona Maghradze, Tekle Zedelashvili
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Ivane Javakhishvili Thbilisi State University
Law

Bachelor'sprogramme, IV semester

Freedom of Information

Scientific supervisor — Master of Law, PhD student Samdro Shermadini

1. The work deals with the important institute of administrative law- Freedom of Information.
The significance and importance of this topic is due to the relation of the freedom of informa-
tion, as a fundamental human right, with one of the most important principles of democratic
governance — accountability of government to the people. Access to information would be
impossible without informing public about the activities of the government which means on

the one hand, openness and transparency of governance and, on the other hand, promotion of
strong civil society.

2. The issues discussed in the work are as follows:

1. Freedom of information as a fundamental human right;

2. Legislative regulation of freedom of information in accordance with international
and national legislation;

3. Legal basis for limiting freedom of information;
4. National control and supervision over the implementation of the legislation.
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Keso Chumburidze
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Ivane Javakhishvili Thbilisi State University
International Relations

Bachelor's programme, Ilsemester

Ukraine Crisis and the Norms of International Law
Scientific supervisor — Associate Professor Konstantine Shubitidze

Crimea crisis is one of the most topical and interesting international conflicts for the last 20
years. This makes the role of actors in peacemaking a major subject of debate and threatens
the international system. In XXI century, the effectiveness of international law is often the
topic of discussion. Based on the international law, I will try to analyze the crisis of Ukraine
and answer questions about this issue.

The research will discuss the reasons that prompted Russia to annex the Crimea. Also, atten-
tion will be focused on Western role in conflict resolution. The main problem of the research
is to determine whether it is justified recognition of Crimea’s independence by Russia and
then its annexation. The main question of the research is the question of whether the inter-
national law was violated by Russia during the conflict.

The work is based on the qualitative research methods, in particular, on Case Study. I will try

to answer the questions using the explanatory design. Official documents, scientific papers
and secondary sources will be used as the source of information.
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Bachelor's programme, Ilsemester

Drug Policy
Scientific supervisor — Associate Professor Amiran Mosulishvili

. Despite the fact that the world has developed and we live XXI century, drug addiction and its
use is still a topical and unsolved global problem.

. Statistically, the number of drug addicts increases every year in the world, among them the
number of women and children has more increased. It is necessary to take steps to prevent the

problem, otherwise all this may lead to a fatal outcome.

. Distribution as well as use of drugs belongs to the group of criminal offenses.

. The Articles 260, 261, 262, 263, 264, 265, 266,267, 268, 269, 270, 271, 272, 273 and 274 of the
Criminal Code of Georgia comprise and regulate drug offenses.

. The papers refers to the recent issue of decriminalization of light drugs in our country.
. In my opinion, fighting against drug addiction and solving this problem is equally important

for the whole world, and with the joint effort it will be much easier and more efficient to
achieve it.
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Ani Tsamalashvili
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Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi State University
International Relations

Bachelor's programme, Ilsemester

Gambian Constitutional Crisis and ECOWAS Intervention (2016-2017)

Scientific supervisor — Associate Professor Konstamitime Sk

Gambian Constitutional Crisis and ECOWAS intervention is one of the most interesting re-
cently happened case. Africa, especially West Africa, is a vulnerable region in case of democ-
ratization. Regardless many attempts from the alliance (ECOWAS) to empower peaceful tran-
sition of authorities in member states, in Gambia this process still demanded the intervention
of external powers. The aim of the research is to explain the reasons and circumstances of the
process in Gambia. Why there was a need to mobilize international organizations and what
results do we have now? Find out if it was abrogation of International Law and sovereignty.

The main problem of the research is the following: is it justified to intervene politically and
militarily. And the main research question is: Was there an abrogation of the norms of inter-
national laws?

The work is based on qualitative research methods, in particular, on Case Study. To answer

the mentioned questions we will use the explanatory design. We will rely on the primary and
secondary sources, scientific research and other relevant documents.

26



5056 Mmbosbo

bs9s®0239¢n0
03569 225350003000l bsbyermdols

o8ogrobol bsbgedpoge #bog9mbodId0
bsdsGosero
8s5¢733005¢%0, VI bgdglhto

a50mbsdaol msgolvmamgds aammBago®sgool 5tsdo

1. 99L535¢0 s JodMmbongs. odmbo@z0L Mog30lMBEgdoL LMSR3ZS.

2. d6MHdMS 50530560l MR Gd9d0LmM30L - Im3eg Jodmbongs.

2.1 5Q530560L MBEGISMS S M530LBGDsMS LOYMZIP DM YW IMOFOS QS
299mbsG30l mog30lwREgds.

2.2 BogOH®sdMOOLM 3ogdBH0 Lodmdowrsdm s 3MmE0E03ME MBEGdSMS dgLobgd (IMbero
19).

2.3 936300 306396305 s 39dMmboG30l Megobzegds (dxbero 10).

2.4 50590560l MBgdsmS 0b63HYMTgMH0IMw0o 306396300 (Bmbero 13).

2.5 538-b 3mbLEGHOGHME0OL 306390 Tgbfiraegds.

2.6 250mbs@30L  3o30LRWGOOL B30l 3 WIyeGH0dMMo  Lsxkgdzgwo
5©dmbogegomdo.

w

. 3959mboE30L 0530LBGds Bods@rmnggermdo.

~

. 3959mbo@30L o30LvREgdol gA0E0dNMO I9BO©3s.

ol

. 3959mboE30L 930LvBgdol M3swlsfogeo
5.1 3m0@0g3s.
5.2 99005 05309RW 9.

(o]

. 3950mboE30L 930LvR3Egds 30RO 9Msdo
6.1 693935305 S 30¢olodgds.
6.2 963610 MBsgOMbMYds s BHIOMOHOBAMB dHIMS.
6.3 996Mb5¢00lEHIO0L ©(339.

\l

. d133bo.

27



Tamar Oniani
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Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi State University
Law

Bachelor’sprogramme, VIsemester

Freedom of Expression in the Age of Globalization

1. Introduction and Overview - Why Freedom of Expression Matters: The Search for Truth.

2. The struggle for human rights — short overview.
2.1 The Universal Declaration of Human Rights and Freedom of expression.
2.2 The international Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (article 19).
2.3 The European Convention and freedom of expression (article 10).
2.4 The Inter-American Convention on Human Rights and Freedom of Expression
(Article 13).
2.5 The US first amendment.
2.6 The Middle East and Asia-pacific 3 legitimate restrictions to freedom of expression.

3. Freedom of expression in Georgia —law and practice.
4. Legitimate Restrictions to Freedom of Expression.

5. Scope of Freedom of Expression
5.1 Political speech.
5.2 Freedom of Media and Media Regulation.

6. Freedom of Expression in the Digital Age.
6.1 Reputation and Defamation.
6.2 National Security and Counter-Terrorism.

6.3 Protection of journalists.

7. Conclusion.
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Grigol Robakidze University

Law

Bachelor's programme, Ilsemester

Development Stages of the Georgian Constitution
Scientific supervisor — Associate Professor Anna Pirtskhalashwvili

1. The subject of research is the 1921 Constitution of the Democratic Republic of Georgia and the
1995 Constitution of Georgia. Also, the constitution of the Soviet Socialist Republic of Georgia
in 1922, 1927, 1937 and 1978. When discussing the topic, I will discuss the 2010 constitutional
amendments and the current 2017 amendment project.

2. The constitution is the country’s highest law, and therefore, the above-mentioned theme does
not lose its significance due to its meaning. It is important that we all know the history of
Georgia in the 20™ and 21 centuries.

3. In the course of the research, there are several main steps to be noted for the listener:

1- Introduction

2- Pre-condition for adoption of the Constitution, social-economic and political factors (short de-
scription)

3- The 1921 Constitution, its importance

4- The 1995 Constitution, as the law in force

5- Constitutional changes in 2010

6- Introducing the current 2017 amendments/ discussion.
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Foreigners' Voting Right — Sword of Damocles over the State

Scientific supervisor — MA in Law [Eka Kokochashwili

For centuries, foreigners have never been genocide in our country, also they have not been
seriously oppressed, and often they enjoyed a number of economical benefits compared to
Georgians. In spite of this, the issue of granting suffrage to foreigners was also a subject of
research in local self-government elections. Despite that, the fact that today’s regulation is
regulated and the constitution gives rights only to citizens of Georgia.

Establishment of the state as an institution determines the basis for differentiation of the
rights of foreigners and citizens. With a short formulation the state can be interpreted as a
combination of the territory, people, state and the supreme government. People created state
for their welfare. Furthermore, this particular group of people aimed to develop itself from its
worldview, from genetic data, which generate centuries-old state tradition and historical leg-
acy. In view of the fact, that people of the state establishes and ensures its action, that is why
it is only the state of these particular founders, namely the Georgian state. As for foreigners,
they are representatives of other state, other people whose rules and traditions, the system of
values are completely different. It does not even suit itself with the existence of the state and
contradicts it. Because of that people without citizenship are out of social peace.

The issue is still in the legal regulation of local problems: when elaborating the legal regu-
lation which the local self-government bodies will carry out, the voter will be found as the
electoral right that is political in nature, does not embarrass itself, but naturally arises on the
basis of citizenship. As for foreigners. Because they are entitled to use only the goodness in the
state, the citizens of other countries are entitled to have the right to claim the right to claim
the right of citizens to the cause of the right to exercise their right to lawfulness.

According to the Article 47 of the Constitution of Georgia: “Foreign citizens living in Geor-
gia and stateless persons have equal rights and obligations of a Georgian citizen except for
the exceptions provided by the Constitution and law”. Thus, at the municipal level, granting
suffrage to foreigners was the situation when the rights of a citizen of another country were
so close to the Georgian citizen that it would not only threaten its existence but would com-
pletely erase the Institute of Citizenship; And when a particular citizenship does not play a
role in the state, then the existence of the state will also be doubted.
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The Problem of Determining Matrimonial Co-owned Property on
Real Estate in Georgian Law

Scientific supervisor — Doctor of Law Mikheil Bichia

. Matrimonial real estate problem has both - theoretical and practical significance. The rel-
evance of the question proceeds from the question of the clearance of the legal regime of
property, accordingly to which should be defined on what factors depend the clarification of
matrimonial co-owned real estate.

. The question is becoming more topical if we consider that the co-ownership may not be reg-
istered, but may satisfy other necessary lawful bases of matrimonial mutual property consid-
eration. The problem is more interesting when the issue concerns real estate, as unlike from
immovable estate, the right of property purchasing is connected with the registration of the
property in public register’s office.

. Purchasing the right for the real estate is complicated, but as if “harmless” procedure is be-
coming especially problematic question in practice in regard with matrimonial co-ownership
when matrimonial co-ownership actually exists, but is registered on the name of only one
conjugal.

. The problem is complicated more by the fact that the regulation of civil standards allows dif-
ferent ways of interpretation of this issue, as the regulations of law family and property issues

are in collision with each other.

. To solve the question the following be should specified: will registration of the property in
public register office give the right of property ownership or is it confirmation and public
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statement of already registered property? It should be defined what is the role of purchaser’s
honesty in this process. One of the key questions is to find special regulation. It must be deter-
mined which regulation can be special for the specific relationship.

6. The research revealed that the selling of the property which is in shared ownership has high
risks and there is no proper system nowadays. We can say that it cannot ensure the stabiliza-
tion of interests of the parts thereby. It is worth to note the problem of the marriage contract
the meaning of which is to define property issues by the consent of the couples and to address
law isssues according to their viewpoint. In such cases interest of the couples will be consid-
ered better.

7. The issue of the risk is important as competent people are responsible for their actions of them-
selves. It is natural that they are risk careers themselves what is caused by not applying their
rights. They need to register the property not because it is the obligation, but because it is the
means for their protection.

8. Farther, the research showed that right of property ownership will not exist witout registration
in public registeres office as the right of the property ownership has social character which,
proceeding from the principle of public rotation stability, requires public confirmation.

9. The registration of the property in public registers office protects honest buyers and by protect-
ing honest buyers, the whole public rotation becomes stable. In case of selling shared proper-
ty of couple without consent of the second person, it is very important to evaluate the buyer’s
honesty.
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Problem of Overtime Pay in Georgian Legislation

Scientific supervisor — Associate Professor Sophio Chachava

Freedom of labor is acknowledged and guaranteed in Georgia by the Article 30 of the Consti-
tution. This is a general regulation which imposes the state with positive and negative obli-
gations to ensure protecting of widely acknowledged labor rights in the country. These rights
are specified in the Labor Act of Georgia, where one of the most important rights - the right
to fair/adequate overtime pay is regulated.

According to the Article 17 (4) of the Labor Act of Georgia, “Overtime work is paid with in-
creased wage rate an hour. These amount of payment is defined by the parties’ agreement.”
On the one hand, this regulation creates an impression that interests of employees is taken
into account, but on the other hand, the fact that minimum amount of overtime payment is
not regulated may contribute to abusing of rights by employers.
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3. ILO conventions (Hours of Work (Industry) Convention, 1919; Hours of work (Commerce
and Offices) Convention, 1930) regulate the amount of overtime work payment. According
to the articles, the rate of pay for overtime shall not be less than one and one-quarter times
the regular rate. In 2014, Georgia signed the Association Agreement and took the obligation
to foresee ILO’s recommendations, but according to present Labor Act of Georgia, no steps
forward are taken to improve regulations about overtime payment.

4. Many European countries have different approaches and diverse practice towards overtime
pay comparing to Georgia. Therefore, in our paper we 1 have comparative analysis of several
countries’ legislations towards overtime payment.

5. Inthe last chapter of the paper we offer the optimum (from our point of view) solutions of the
overtime payment problem in Georgia.
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Ivane Javakhishvili Thbilisi State University
Law

Bachelor's programme, VIsemester

Gaps Related to the Compensation of Moral Damage Caused Due to Mutilation or
Other Health Injury in Georgian Judicial Practice

Scientific supervisor — Associate Professor Sophio Chachava

. In accordance with the Section 1 of the Article 413 of the Civil Code, for non-material dam-
age the cash remuneration may be requested only in the cases determined by the law in a rea-
sonable and fair manner. These cases include: loss of honor and dignity, secrets of private life,
loss of personal immunity and business reputation, body and health injury. There are three
functions to compensate for moral damage: First - to satisfy the victim; Second - to influence
the person causing damages; Third - to prevent personal rights from other persons.

. The work is oriented on the issue of compensation of non-material damage to the victim only
in cases of bodily injury or other health damage, which caused severe spiritual suffering and
psycho-emotional stress. It is noteworthy that to the compensation for non-material damage
subjects not the spiritual suffering caused due to the loss of property, but the spiritual suffer-
ing caused due to the health loss.

. The development of the institution of moral damage is related to England. In particular, by
the English lawmakers have been defined compensation criteria for moral damages. With the
introduction of the spreadsheet they were able to determine the amount of compensation,
where the compensation for various types and gravity of damage is performed differently.

. The amount of the compensation is determined through the different principle in Georgia.

Namely, the issue of moral compensation is fully entitled to reasonable judgment of the court.
Generally courts in a particular case define a fair amount of intangible damage.
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. The German Federal Court has adopted special decisions concerning the compensation of
moral damages. Through these decisions was performed classification of the damage types,
in which cases the moral damage will be compensated to the person. Based on the practice
established by the Federal Court, the amount of compensation was also widely defined.
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David Toroshelidze, Medea Razmadze
Georgia

Gori State Teaching Universit

Law

Bachelor’sprogramme, VIsemester

Domestic Violence
(Psychological and Legal Aspects)

Scientific supervisor — Invited specialist Ioseb Gabaraevi

. The research presents legal aspects of violence, international law point of view including types
and reasons of violence, and the analysis of the causing reasons.

. The study discusses how feminism supports a reduction in the amount of violence.

. There are also be discussed topics based on Istanbul convention, like types of violence, the
third person as a provocative side, social issues being a reason of violence, etc.

. Legal aspects of domestic violence, intrastate and international legal norms.

. The research discusses the practices of European court at justice connected to domestic vio-
lence.

. The research is intended for the students of the Faculty of Law and for people who might be
interested in this topic.
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Aida Nasibkizi

Georgia

Guram Tavartkiladze Teaching University
Law

Bachelor programme, VIII semester

Organized Crime
Scientific supervisor - Professor Givi Lobzhanidze

. The concept of “Organized Crime” first was used in Chicago, USA in 1919. German Bundestag
developed the explanation according to which, organized crime is a crime for a systematic and
prolonged period of time for more than two persons to gain profit or power.

. In 1991, on the United Nations International Conference ‘Organized Crime’ was described as
a guilty manipulated, solid association activity whose offence is the business, which creates a
system of protection against social control.

. Organized crime is so relevant that it goes beyond the country’s borders. It is not a problem
of one or more counties but it has a transnational character.

. The problem of organized crime will further deepen according to its specific manifestations,
such as drug trafficking, counterfeiting money, fraud, humans’ trafficking, trafficking in arms,

illicit trade by human bodies, etc.

. In this research we discussed the peculiarities of organized crime in Georgia, its types and the
mechanisms of its avoidance.
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Valeri Khutsishvili, Tamar Megrelishvili
Georgia

Gori State Teaching University

Law

Bachelor’s programme, IV semester

The Aims and Types of Juvenile Punishment

Scientific supervisor — invited specialist Ioseb Gabaraevi

. The work deals with legal sides of juvenile punishment in intrastate section which includes

the aims and types of juvenile punishment and the analysis of the problems raised while sen-
tencing.

. The discussed issue is related to the aims and types of juvenile punishment as well as to general

historical, statistical and dynamic analysis in Georgia.

. The positions of the supporters and opponents of juvenile punishment is studied and analyzed.

The opinions about the state politics towards juvenile punishment with appropriate arguments
are given.

. The work deals with the statistics about juvenile sentencing and the international and intra-

state experience about it.

The work is for law students and for others who are interested in the discussed issues.
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Tatia Natchkebia

Georgia

Guram Tavartkiladze Teaching University
Law

Bachelor'sprogramme, VIII semester

Juvenile Crime

Scientific supervisor - Professor Venedi Benidze

. Juvenile justice in the sphere of protecting rights is very important.

During the last years many successful steps were made in juvenile justice according to interna-
tional standards though, we still have some problems.

When the committed criminal act committed by a juvenile is known for society, it often hap-
pens that he/she becomes guilty. Society often turns away from a juvenile, because they think
he/she will commit the same crime.

The attitude to the juvenile offender is especially important. The reparative justice arrange-
ment is the most important, because the reason of this whole process is to push criminal to
realize his/her act result and express sympathy to the sufferer.

In spite of making reforms in the sphere of juvenile justice, there are many problems and it is
necessary to settle them on the international standards.

To my mind, we are able to speak much about legislation lacuna or about problems in our

practice, but we have the common problem in strict attitude to juvenile who are in conflict
with law.
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Shota Makhatadze, Nino Tedeshvili
Georgia
Ivane Javakhishvili Thbilisi State University
Law
Bachelor's programme, VI semester

Problematic Issues of Money Laundering

Scientific supervisor — Professor Nona Todua

1. Introduction and concept of crime of money laundering.

2. Objective composition and defense object of money laundering. Essential prerequisite for money laun-
dering, for example, object of the crime, way of commit crime, etc.

3. Executor’s purpose and possibility to commit money laundering for indirect intent.

4. Whether it is possible or not a person be blamed for money laundering when he/she commits a pred-
icative crime.

5. Similarities and differences between money laundering and misappropriation committed by abusing
the official position.

6. Conclusion.
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Linda Chkhitunidze

Georgia

Guram Tavartkiladze Teaching University
Law

Bachelor programme, VIII semester

Legal Basis for Terrorist Acts Recently Conducted by Means of Transport

Scientific supervisor - Professor Givi Lobzhanidze

. Terrorism is one of the serious problems in XXI century. It is one of transnational supplements
and is spread not only in the third countries, but also in developed countries.

. Terrorism is an armed attack aimed at intimidating and blackmailing an enemy rather than in-
flicting strategic damage. But the terrorist act can be directed against people who have nothing
to do with the political posture of terrorists.

. Terrorism is a criminal offense. The Articles 323 - 331(2) of the Criminal code concerns this
very issue.

The paper discusses the general concept of terrorism and current trends.

. The paper focuses on terrorist acts recently conducted by means of transport. A lot of coun-
tries have faces similar terrorist recently. Certain conclusions can be made in this regard. It
can be said that the tactics and means of implementing terrorist acts of terroristic are gradually
being changed.

. The paper discusses the examples of countries like France, Germany and others countries ter-
rorist acts were committed by means of transport.
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Mariam Chamiashvili
Georgia
Guram Tavartkiladze Teaching University

Law
Bachelor programme, VIII semester

The Institute Jurymen in Georgia
Scientific supervisor - Professor Shengel Pitskhelauri
. A new Criminal Procedure Code was enacted in Georgia in 2010, in which the establishment

of jurymen court was innovation. Despite the fact that of existing the institute of jurymen was
established 7 years ago, it is still rather topical.

. Establishing the institute of jurymen in the USA played the main role gaining the coveted in-
dependence. American aspiration was to be protected from abusing power as much as possible.

. In Georgia, the institute of jurymen is problematic, because the majority of population have no
desire to take part in justice, though to be a jurymen is a big honor in the USA. That is why it
needs much time and effort to select jurymen in Georgia.

. There is a big disagreement about the institute of jurymen. One part of people think that it is
a guarantee of democratic state, and others think that people without legal education cannot
make right and fair decisions.

. Itis the accused’s right to let jurymen to participate in the process. It depends on his/ her wish.

. The jurymen’s verdict is final and cannot be appealed.
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Ivditi Shvangiradze

Grigol Robakidze University
Tourism

Bachelor's programme, VIII semester

Adventure and Extreme Routes in Georgia

Scientific supervisor - Associate Professor Maia Meladze

1. Tourism is establishing new connections between people. Georgia, as the best destination for
tourism, offers a lot to visitors - a unique local culture and natural wealth, unusual location and
climate for tourism development. We can develop tourism in the the mountainous regions as
well as the lowlands.

2. In recent times, adventure and extreme tourism has become urgent in Georgia, such as alpin-
ism, rafting, kayaking, canyoning. Georgia can develop many other extreme tourism types
based on its natural resources.

3. For tourism development we need to study and create a new, diverse and comprehensive
tourism product. We can combine myths and traditions and engage in tours arranging roads,
uninhabited roads, bridges between mountains, gutters for amateurs and cottages on the top
of the waterfalls as well as many mountainous cities of Europe. It is also possible to arrange
similar cottages as it is Iguazu hotel in Norway. As we have mentioned above, every region
of Georgia has its myth, a legend that enables us to use it as a tour element as it is in Sataplia
Nature Reserve and is a delight to visitors.

4. There are many well-known heroes in Georgia’s historical mythology: Jakhsari, Kopala, Pi-
rukushi, Beri Baaduri, Tergvuli, Lashari Giorgi, Giorgi Naghvmshvenieri (Khakhmat cross),
Angel of the Base, Sword, Gudan’s Cross, etc. Involvement of these mythological characters in
the tour will be interested not only for foreigners but also for Georgian visitors; they will get
acquainted with the nature, history, legend and beliefs.

5. Merging the myths is a good option to attract tourists. With the utmost utilization of Georgia’s

rich natural and cultural resources and offering new tourist products we will be able to attract
travelers of different interests.
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Ineza Sharashidze, Marita Chkonia
Georgia

Batumi Shota Rustaveli State University
Economics

Bachelor’sprogramme, VIsemester

Student Employment Problems in Georgia
Scientific supervisor — Assistant Professor Natalia Robitashvili

. Unemployment is a widely discussed topic in Georgia on the background of socioeconomic and
political developments. Unfortunately, population faces the very problem every single day.

. Labor and adequate economic markets are still in the phase of formation. There are still a lot of
problems and challenges in this field. There is a vivid misbalance between workforce demand
and support. Unfortunately, we have a high rate of unemployment and, on the other hand,
low-cost labor force.

. The unemployment problem is especially acute in younger generation. Most important are
young people aged 18-24 who are trained for the first time in the labor market. When students
start to think about the issue and work to fight the employment of a number of issues arise,
such as: full load at elementary compensation expense, the studies are inconsistent with the
schedule, the job shortage and the mainly the work where two or more years of experience
is required. The problem of education system makes the situation more complicated. Young
people do not get a good job because of the lack of qualification what, in its turn, decreases
professionalism and conscientiousness in young people.

. One can see the real picture of data development with the help of statistics based on their
analysis.
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Natia Maisuradze

Georgia

Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi State University
Business Administration

Bachelor's preogramme, VIsemester

Factors Conditioning an Organization’s Success

Scientific supervisor — Associate Professor Nino Paresashvili

1. Today, in the age of globalization, each organization goes beyond borders and tries to comprise

the world market. In this modern competitive environment, each of them tries to surviveand

continue operating with giant international companies, get competitive advantages and be
successful.

2. There are a lot of factors (internal and external) that condition success of an organization.
Organization should work on each of these factors; however, it is very difficult to examine
and research them at the same time. Though, there are some basic essential factors which
ensure success of an organization - to manage properly, implement successful and appropri-
ate corporate culture and innovation. Namely these factors condition successful functioning
of an organization and increase competitiveness. These factors require special attention and
research, time, energy and financial resources. The results of the research should necessarily
be analyzed, as exactly these results give us possibility to evaluate the competitiveness of an
organization; they show us the ways how to strengthen and improve strengths of an organiza-
tion, how to find weaknesses and eradicate them. All of the above-mentioned will be discussed
in the paper.
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Nika Markozashvili

Georgia

Gori State Teaching University
Law

Master’s programme, Il semester

Small and Medium-sized Enterprises in Georgian Economics and
Its Development Tendency

Scientific supervisor - Doctor of Business Administration Giorgi Kazishvili

. Small and medium-sized enterprises play a significant role in the development of the state’s
economy. It has a great potential to develop and create additional workspaces, raise export
indicator, support development of innovation technologies, etc.

. Leading economics small and medium-sized enterprises and businesses play an important role;
every 2 employed out of 3 is working in this sector.

. Over the last year, Georgia ran a lot of reforms that were reflected in liberalization of economy,
decreasing administrative barriers, taxation system simplification, fighting against corruption,
etc. In 2015, Georgia was considered as top reformer country in starting a business. In 2014,
Georgia signed DCFTA Agreement (Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Areas) that gave
additional field to Georgian small and medium sized enterprises.

. Despite positive tendencies, there are still some problems that are hindering the development
of SMEs in Georgia.

. The paper discusses the role and importance of Small and Medium-sized businesses. It mostly
focuses on SME’s positive and negative tendencies, advantages and drawbacks of its develop-
ment, and corresponding statistical data. The author, according to the surveys and statistical
analysis, presented his views and recommendations.
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Tamar laganashvili

Georgia

Caucasus University

Economics

Bachelor's programme, IV semester

Modern Challenges of Pension Reform in Georgia

Scientific supervisor - Medea Zurabishvili

1. Nowadays, development of right pension policy leads to severe debates in many countries of
the world, among them in Georgia. Every year, the number of pensioners rapidly increases; at
the same time the birth rate decreases and migration also increases, which leads to a reduction
of working population. This factor puts pressure on state budget. It is getting harder to “main-
tain” the pensioners. For solving this problem, the state has planned a new pension reform,
but in spite of this, it is essential to increase the role of non-state pension system as the main
thing for social security.

2. This new pension reform includes 2 strategies: to devise mechanism of social pension growth
(indexation) and additional pension system’s component - private accumulative pension mod-
el.

3. The pension model is meticulously analyzed in the paper and compared t with other models
which existing in foreign countries. Perils connected to this system, its (system’s) benefits or
disadvantages are also discussed. The author tries to answer the question: How it will adjust
to our country.
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4. Today, Georgia’s pension system has 2 parts:
e State pension system;
e Non-State pension system.

5. Nowadays, state pension system has a function of social help and nothing has common with the
content of pension. Private pension insurance market is characterized by low rate of increase.
There are 14 insurance companies in the insurance market and only 2 of them have private
pension insurance. These companies offer consumers 2 kinds of pension, when they rich the
age of pension: life-long (permanent) and terminable pension.
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Maria Arkania

Georgia

International Black Sea University
Management
Bachelor’sprogramme, VIsemester

The Economic Transformation of the “Rose Revolution”

Scientific supervisor — Invited lecturer Mate Gardava

1. Economic transformation implies the modernization of post-socialist countries at the initial
stage. It is the transition from old to new system, in turn, mainly on the establishment of a
democratic system and market economy. In addition to these basic political and economic
components, transition is different, including social, cultural, mental value, etc. There were
also dimensions, which had over time influenced the country’s position on the international
market. There were a lot of reforms that had positive and negative sides in the conditions of
the transformation. Reformation was definitely a necessary step for the Georgian state, as it is
associated with progress, but the second issue is whether or not this particular reform has been
implemented correctly.

2. One of the most widespread reforms was privatization, which is a positive phenomenon, but
in our reality it is most justified not to sell property, but its free privatization. Market economy
requires private ownership domination. Georgia, as a post -communist state, still cannot shape
its formation. Today, state ownership is 60-70% of the country’s assets, most of which should
be in the ownership of private owners. The only way to make this property transition private
property is its free privatization!

3. The economic policy used in the transformation process was not quite consistent, and as a
result, there was not much progress in economic development. There was no change in the
economy of the deep structural trends (sector, labor market, technological, trade), but mainly
the improvement of infrastructure and the concentration of focus between the sectors.
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Davit Vachiberadze
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Grigol Robakidze University
Management

Bachelor’s programme, Il semester

Peculiarities of Conflict Management in Business Companies

Scientific supervisor — Associate Professor Vasil Kikutadze

1. The word “Conflict” is a Latin word and means “Attack”. Controversy of real and imagined
interests, goals and ideas of two or more parties participates in conflict. In fact, the conflict
has two sides. The negative side is that the conflict damages relations, does harm to business
and causes stress and nervous disorder. But the matter is not so simple; the progress without
conflict is impossible. Any new idea, invention, initiative enters to the old one in an inevitable
conflict and inculcates with it in the fight. So that the conflict can lead to negative as well as
positive results.

2. The conflict often appears in companies. The conflict occurs when leaders cannot fulfill their
duties; they satisfy their personal interests and not consider the rights, interests of employees
that cause controversy among them. The researchers showed that during transformation of
pre-conflict situation into conflict the personal interest is reduced to some extent, the security
instincts are strengthened, own authority is improved. Therefore, all members try to approve
personal profit or advantage.

3. Any controversy ends someday. There could be many reasons for ending conflicts. The contro-
versy may be settled by the parties engaged in it or by the “third person”. The step for negoti-
ation may be taken by one or both parties. It does not means that parties do not considereach
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other as enemies. It only means that efficiency of the parties to use force is equal and they are
ready to negotiate.
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Caucasus University

Sociology

Bachelor’sprogramme, IV semester

Georgia on Mineral Waters Market
Scientific supervisor - Professor Maia Gonashvili
1. Demand on mineral waters is increasing in the world. Georgia is not an exception. Our country

is the country where there are many varieties of mineral waters. At this time, approximately 2
300 mineral water springs are registered and every year their reserve equals 103 million liters.
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Experts in this field say that the real number of springs is much more and they advise the gov-
ernment to use this source in a different way.

2. Nowadays, there are several commercial productions caused by many economic and social
factors. At this time, there are 23 mineral and natural water production companies, but only
some of them produce appropriate number of mineral waters which are suitable for export. If
we observe the data of 2016, we will see that the cost of exported mineral waters was 79 434,3
thousand US dollars. Imported - 78,1 thousand US dollars. This difference between export and
import can show us the reasons to have good forecast but we should mention that our coun-
try uses only minimum number of potential; we can imagine how big material wealth we are
declining.
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Giorgi Abramishvili
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Gori State Teaching University

Business Management and Organization
Bachelor’sprogramme, VIsemester

Leasing

Scientific supervisor - Associated Professor Natia Zhozhuashvili

1. The presented work discusses the leasing value, leasing products and leasing companies in
Georgia.

2 The discussing issue refers to how leasing works in Georgia and whether its development per-
spective exists.

3. The factors preventing the development of the leasing market in Georgia.
4 “Alliance group leasing”.
5. The value of agro-leasing.

6. Why leasing and not loan?

7. Conclusions and perspectives.
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Lali Titilokashvili, Tamar Gelashvili
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Ivane Javakhishvili Thbilisi State University
International Relations

Bachelor's preogramme, IV semester

Paris Agreement about Climate Change and Its Importance for
Countries with Increasing Economics

Scientific supervisor — Invited lecturer Konstantine Shubitidze

1. The Paris Agreement entered into force on November 4, 2016. Its central aim is to strengthen
the global response to the threat of climate change. The majority of countries with rapidly
developing economies are not developed states. Such countries are required to increase the ef-
forts to reduce the emission in accordance with Framework Convention on Climate Change in
Paris. Industry is essential for developing countries. Reduction of gas emissions directly limits
industry, what is harmful for economy.

2. The paper discusses India — one of the countries with growing economy. Such states believe
that setting high environmental standards damage economic growth. It is difficult to put an
ecological issue in the first place when poverty is the biggest problem for the country.

3. The only way out of this situation is to switch to renewable energy, but this economic model is
quite expensive. However, it will be the most rational action that can be made after the Green
Fund’s financing since 2020.

4. In Georgian literature, works on this issue are scarce and this is the problem of the research.
Research question is: How Paris Agreement’s implementation will effect on the economics
of the developing countries? The purpose of the research is to find out what the result of the
involving in Paris Agreement for the growing economics countries will be. The work will be
important for people attending the conference, for people interested in ecological problems,
for people studying countries with growing economies.
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Guram Tavartkiladze Teaching University
Business Administration
Bachelor'sprogramme, IV semester

Modern Integration Blocks and Their
Effectiveness in the Global World

Scientific supervisor — Professor Lali Chagelishvili-Agladze

1. At the modern point of globalization, the issues of origin and existence of new integration
blocks have become more urgent. Among them, the more frequent emphasis is placed on the
post-Soviet space, not only on European integration, but also by the active influence of the
Eurasian Union.

2. This item is becoming more topical with the background that the result of today’s government
determined action increases the number of Eurasian Union supporters.
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3. Are these points of view realistic? Are they dangerous? And in general, is it possible to discuss
Georgia with this direction? These are the questions that presented work tries to answer.

4. From this point of view, Russian phenomena is discussed in this research. On this basis of po-
litical economical synthesis, are given the ways for functioning Eurasian Union in Georgian
reality.
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Grigol Robakidze University
Tourism

Bachelor’s programme, Il semester

Investigation of Tourism Clusters in Georgia as an Opportunity for
Sustainable Development of Tourism

Scientific supervisor — Associate Professor Maka Piranashvili

1. The economy’s current situation tells us to look for a new development strategy for the de-
velopment of different areas, as well as innovative approaches to old traditional classroom,
in order to activate the untapped reserves, involvement of which will make the fundamental
economic base on which should be build the new economic development strategy of Georgian.
Such a strategic direction is the cluster principle of the economy.

2. According to Georgian reality, tourism, is the sector of economy where cluster principle is one
of the right economic strategies, because the concept of clusters implies that, as a seemingly
uncompromising segmentation and direction.

3. In many countries of the world, including Georgia, there is a lot of experience in wine tourism,
but it is still a long way until out country becomes a full-fledged tourist cluster. In Italy, wine
cluster is developed which contributed to the development of the country’s economy. A clear
example of this is Tuscana

4. There are successful wine companies in Georgia, including “Chateau Mukhrani”.It is the first
Georgian chateau, based on 4 main values: vineyards, cellar, palace and history. “Chateau
Mukhrani” as the business project was conceived for the former Mukhranbatan estates with
the purpose of restoring old dignity and integrating this idea into modern conditions, which
in turn gives the business of Georgian identity. This approach is perhaps the optimal condition

67



that should create modern Georgian business in the world in terms of its awareness.

5. The questionnaire was conducted by “Chateau Mukhrani” which gave us the opportunity to
study tourism product and marketing strategies. The company is actively introducing new
brands in the future and developing the pipeline line, which will further promote the devel-
opment of this sector and wine tourism in general.

6. The World Tourism Organization (WTO) has recognized the year 2017 as the year for sustain-
able development of tourism. Under the terms of the Government and the Georgian National
Tourism Administration, this issue is of special importance to Georgia’s 2025 strategy of tour-
ism.

7. The key issue which greatly depends on the success of the tourism business is the potential
visitor’s awareness, creating new high-quality content in the Internet space. Complete imple-
mentation of this important component will also increase the tourist attraction of the country
at the expense of natural and gastronomic peculiarities, even in the conditions of existing in-
frastructure and even the perfect material base.
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Bachelor's programme, IV semester

Non-financial Activities of Commercial Banks —
Impeding or Supporting Factor of the Country’s Economic Development?!

Scientific supervisor - Medea Zurabishvili

1. Formally, non-professional activities for commercial banks in Georgia are limited, but recent-
ly many people talk about the aggressive steps of banks in different fields of business. They
think that non-bank activities of banks are a serious threat to economic development. Banks
are restricting competitive environment because they have serious information and financial
advantages.

2. The main goal of the presented research is to demonstrate both sides of this serious problem,
analyze the supporting and opposing viewpoints, share an international review of non-bank-
ing activities owned by commercial banks regulating the above mentioned procedures in
Georgia and finally, answer the question: is nonfinancial business of banks really a great threat
to economic development? And if it is so, then it is urgently important to develop an effective
mechanism that will help us to solve the problem.

3. In fact, the financial sector of Georgia is not well-developed. Its largest share (95%) belongsto
the banking sector. Thus, any kind of business depends on its huge capital. I suppose that pro-
hibition is not an effective way to solve this problem. It is necessary to encourage commercial
banks to invest money in the direction which is less developed in our country and limit them
in order to prevent the threat of monopoly.
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Cultural Policy of Japan in the Age of Globalization
Scientific supervisor — Professor Lali Chagelishﬁli=Agladze

1. Under the conditions of world globalization, where the borders between cultures and states
are broken up, countries are still forced to think about the nation’s identification. As a result
of globalization, the interdependence between politics and culture is increasing in the society,
resulting in the realization of the cultural identity and social identification of society in the
changing world.

2. Cultural policy is an integral part of the country both - at internal and international levels.
It is widely viewed as a combination of principles and standards, as well as systematic ap-
proaches and measures aimed at protecting, redeveloping, developing and disseminating cul-
ture through various government and public institutions. In a narrow sense, cultural policy is
the activity of the state in the field of culture.

3. The paper discusses Japan’s activities in the area of preservation of cultural heritage that is
the most important cultural policy of the country. Japan implements cultural policy in three
directions: maintaining Cultural Heritage within UNESCO World Heritage, Cultural Revival
of Regions (Developing Cultural Industry in Difficult Regions); International cultural policy,
which implies the creation of a positive image of Japan in the international arena; Expanding
Japanese corporate culture abroad.
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Grigol Robakidze University
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Bachelor’s programme, VIII semester

Cash Flow Management
Scientific supervisor — Professor Tamar Gamsakhurdia

1. “Cash is king” - these words have acquired additional significance during the recent financial
crisis followed by the development of financial markets. Despite the fact that the conjuncture
is still in the foreground, the possibilities of external financing are still limited and comply
with the increased demands of the funder. Consequently, more importance was given as both
to the company’s and to investors’ internal funding ability and the cash flows’ management
became the center of interest. The success of the company is more dependent on the ability to
create financial resources on their own and to manage them effectively and efficiently.
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2. Value of the cash flows is based on different studies in business practice. In particular, the
research of PWC (PricewaterhouseCoopers) on the topics of planning, reporting and man-
agement of the cash flows was carried out in 2010 at German, as well as in Swedish and Swiss
companies with 70 companies participating in it. As a result of the research, it was possible to
answer the following questions: What is the value of a cash flow statement in today’s business
practice? How satisfied are the companies with their cash flows’ reporting efficiency? How and
in what volumes are the planning and management of cash flows conducted nowadays? What
is the potential for improvement for companies in this direction?

3. According to the BDC survey, entrepreneurs named the management of cash flows as one
of the biggest challenges after marketing and sales (the number of respondents covered 881
business leaders). It is not surprising that the big and small companies approach is different
towards the cash flow management. Indeed, according to these results, the majority of small
firms that represent a large part of Canadian businesses consider money management to be a
great influential tool. However, many of them do not run effectively the major financial state-
ments, which would allow more control over their companies and more mental calm for them.

4. It can be said certainly that cash management is a necessary condition for successful business.
Non-crisis situation in the company allows the cash flows’ statement-planning systematization
and promotes not only the optimal utilization of internal financing power, but also the timely
questioning and reacting to the suspicious issues. It can harmonize financial growth and loss,
as well as to eliminate the risk of cash flows’ reduction. And as I mentioned it already above,
for this is required an effective and efficient financial management which is achieved in many
ways, that are discussed in the paper in detail.
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Bachelor’s programme, IV semester

Publishing Business and a Book Market in Georgia
Scientific supervisor - Doctor of Business Administration Giorgi Kazishvili

1. After the fall of the Soviet Union, at the beginning of the 1990s, Georgia experienced evident
economic decline that, of course, had also a negative influence on Publishing Business. The
amount of published books fell down. The situation changed at the beginning of the 21* cen-
tury when several publishing organizations appeared on the book market (“Bakur Sulakauri”,
“Karchkhadze Publishing”, “Palitra L” etc.). These publishers started publishing literature of
different genres on a highly polygraphic level.

2. Georgian publishing business has been continually increasing. According to the statistical data,
circulation of books and booklets in 2010 estimated to be 2,2 millions of copies. Whereas, the
amout of copies increased to 3,1 millions in 2015.

3. There are 70 active publishers in Georgia. The realisation of books on the Georgian market is
in progress: book shops-80%; telephone marketing — 10%; Supermarkets — 6%; online, retail
trade — 4%.

4. Among active publishers in Georgia the following ones should be mentioned: “Biblusi”, “Par-
nasi’, “Libra”, “Laterna”, an online bookshop “Saba” etc.

5. In this work the current situation of Publishing Business and a Book Market in Georgia is

discussed, also the existing problems of publishing and their solution ways are presented. The
main attention is paid to the role and importance of informational technologies in the de-
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velopment of publishing business. Based on SWOT analysis, we have studied the strong and
weak points of active book shops in Gori, their opportunities and downsides. According to the
author’s research done by the questionnaire, we can say that our country has a great potential
to take a worthy place on the world book market.
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The Essence of Social Entrepreneurship and the Peculiarities of Its Development

Scientific supervisor — Professor Tamar Gamsakhurdia

1. The term “social entrepreneurship” is associated with various economic activities of different

organizations whose goal is to gain profit. The gained profit serves to carry out social changes
according to their mission and goals. In spite of the fact that non-profit corporations of Europe
and America have been doing this kind of activities for a long time, the term “social entrepre-
neurship” is originated in the 1970s, but it started dynamic development from the 90s.

2. Social entrepreneurs are people who take responsibility for the risks that are related to social

entrepreneurship in favor of their organizations’ beneficiaries. Traditionally, business entre-
preneurs take risks in favor of corporation or its owners. This is an important difference and
it is related to organizations’ mission. In public (non-profit) organizations leaders, employees
and a board make a decision to function and take more risks in order to fulfil organizations’
mission better.

3. There is no such term “social entrepreneurship” in Georgian legislation, accordingly, thereare

1.

no types of special norms for Georgian social entrepreneurs. But social entrepreneurs can im-
plement similar initiatives within the existing legislation. The simplicity in registering a “firm”
and obtaining the relevant permissions / licensing procedures is one of the most important
factors in making a decision about starting a business.
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Putting Estonian Model in Action -
to What Extent Have the Expectations Been Met?

Scientific supervisor - Medea Zurabishvili

1. Implementation of the Estonian model of corporate income tax in Georgia resulted in mixed
reviews. However, everybody agrees that setting the model into action will have positive im-
pact on businesses, especially small and medium sized firms. Thus, I think at this stage, it is
interesting to analyze to what extent the expectations of different circles’ representatives were
met five months after the model implementation, what obstacles the model is related to, and
how prepared business representatives were for the changes.

2. Because of the subject popularity, we found it reasonable to discuss the old and new income
taxation models in details in order to vividly present the essential differences between them.

3. This work analyzes the results of research, interviewees of which included businesspeople of
the Estonian model implementation after five months.

4. In Georgia, reduced income tax solely will not provide vital incentive for economic growth.

The success of the presented economic model depends on the creation of the environment,
which, obviously, is necessary for the economic development.
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1. Culture was developed already in very ancient ages, when technical progress only included
primitive working tools. It has its unique and special purpose. Therefore, it has very important
meaning for human spiritual values just as it had in the past. We often ask questions: Does glo-
balization have positive or negative effect on culture? What kind of future does culture have
in globalized society? The environment has a great influence on people’s mentality, traditions,
cultural features, folklore.

2. Nowadays, we often come across the countries whose cultural features are either consumed
by globalization or lost during cultural evolution. But there are also countries, whose cultural
characteristics have not disappeared during globalization. In this work, the example of New
Zealand is discussed. New Zealand is a country that in the 21* century, in the era of technical
progress, still manages to maintain its cultural strength.
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. The subject of research is blockchain. Blockchain is the world’s leading software platform for
digital assets. Offering the largest production block chain platform in the world, we are using
new technology to build a radically better financial system.

. Blockchain facilitates secure online transactions. A blockchain is a decentralized and distrib-
uted digital ledger that records transactions across many computers in such a way that the
registered transactions cannot be altered retroactively. This allows the participants to verify
and audit transactions in an inexpensive manner. They are authenticated by mass collabora-
tion powered by collective self-interests. The result is a robust workflow where participants’
uncertainty regarding data security is marginal.

. How this technology can be used and what is the difference between blockchain and other
financial systems?! This technology means that every person who has access to the Internet
can make transaction, it means that people will no longer need a third intermediary or bank
to make money transfers.

. Approximately 20 billion dollars (0.025%) of the world’s GDP is in the blockchain, but this
number will be much higher in the near future. The giants such as UBS, Microsoft, IBM,
Canadian bank, and others are involved in the use of blockchain technology. Blockchain is a
revolutionary technology that will change many things in the future. This is the technology
that is characterized by special efficiency; it accelerates transactions and reduces costs.
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. The presented paper discusses deposit insurance and failed bank resolution systems: the role
they play in a nation’s financial safety net; the advantages and disadvantages such systems
provide; the establishment, coverage and funding of such systems; the linkage with supervi-
sion and licensing; and failed bank receivership and resolution processes and considerations.
Deposit insurance systems are function in many countries throughout the world.

. It is planned to establish this system in Georgia from 2018. The aim of innovate deposit insur-
ance system in Georgia is to gain depositors’ confidence and avoid banks bankruptcy. In ad-
dition, legislators hope that insurance increases the number of savings in banks. Realistically,
this will solve a long-term unresolved problem of private savings in the country. Everything
this will contribute to financial stability, economic growth, as well as internal and external
shocks ease.

. Exactly according to this issue, I have try to discuss the deposit insurance-related experience
in the world, highlighted the problematic issues and I have realized expecting results of this
scheme in Georgia.

. Working on this issue, I have made some inquiries about the situation in Georgia’s deposit
savings, the share of men who have the opportunity to make savings. For the final analysis of
the topic, I have discussed my research which aims at comparing the products existing on the
depository service market in Georgia.

. But we should not reject the negative effects of the process. There are some assumptions that
deposit insurance will create moral hazards from banks which will increase the loan interest
rate and decrease the deposit rate. However, as studies show, these threats can be neutralized
with strong and stable institutions and correct supervisory policies.
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1. One of the reasons for traveling in the world are health preservation, positive mood and pro-
longation of youth. For this purpose, some are looking for a relaxing adjacent spa resort for
health prevention, for conducting the course of treatment or to fight the process of involu-
tion. Others appeal to hospitals of distant big cities or to specialized clinics of aesthetic plastic
surgery abroad. In both cases, the two largest systems of service - health care and tourism
are merged what is called recreational, medical tourism. The increase of demand for medical
tourism proportionally enhances the economic characteristics of the country: the intensity of
investments attraction, revenues, employment and export.

2. The world market of medical tourism is characterized by a sharp increase. According to the
recent data, in 2004-2012 the revenues from medical tourism increased from 40 Billion to 0.5
trillion dollars and the total revenue of tourism made up 14% ($3.2 trillion). In 2012 medical
tourism in global gross domestic product (GDP) made up 1.8%. By 2017 more than 50% of
medical tourism market has been distributed to the countries of Asia, Latin America and the
Near East. According to the data of Georgian National Tourism Administration, in 2016 the
largest number of tourists was recorded. Only 1% of the tourists visiting the resorts of Georgia
for treatment and recovery were recorded. In 2016 Georgia visited 6.350.825 million tourists,
and 11.1% of the population traveled for treatment and recovery.

3. Wellness industry is a future business, because in essence it is associated with youth, health and
happiness. In every corner of the world, rich people allow themselves to rest on wellness re-
sorts and thus improve their positive mood and workability. BIOLI is a new word in the world
industry for relaxation and recovery. It is based on the latest achievements of modern medi-
cine and is located in Kojori, near Tbilisi. The resort is characterized by a beautiful landscape,
an original architectural solution and a distinctive natural state. The complex recreational
measures are conducted there for the tourists what promotes early prevention of diseases. The
diversity of endemic phyto resources and natural opportunities of Georgia is used in every
program. The research carried out on BIOLI's medical wellness resort was aimed at studying
this new tourism product and determining the marketing strategy.

4. As for the hindering problem for medical tourism that can prevent the development of this
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sphere, it is possible to name incomplete infrastructure, lack of advertising, in fact there is no
comprehensive information base, as well as not many tourist agencies having the medicinal
and recreational tours. The development of medical tourism is due to the quality, availability
and prices of different medicinal services in different countries. The development of medical
resorts and the creation of their competitiveness need a large amount of funds that the state
should provide for attracting foreign investments. Foreign investors can introduce modern
technologies on Georgian resorts, the advanced methods of treatment and proceeding from
their experience use maximally efficiently the existing resources as well as arrange the infra-
structure. Another problem we encounter is the existence of insufficient information bases.
The tour operators should perform an active role for the development of medical tourism.
They should use their connections and actively advertise for Georgian resorts.
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Customer Service Quality Problems in Georgian Tourism Industry

Scientific supervisor - Doctor of Business Administration Giorgi Kazishvili

. The quality of service at the modern stage is one of the most important factors in determining
the competitiveness of tourist firms. The company s future functioning largely depends on the
level of the service quality.

. In Georgia, as well as in the whole world, tourism sector is developing at a rapid pace. Tourism
has a special importance for our country, because Georgia is distinguished for its beautiful
nature, historical buildings, multicolored landscapes, rich culture, traditions and hospitable
people. In 2016, the number of international travelers in Georgia increased by 7.6% compared
to 2015. In 2016, 6 million 350 thousand 825 international travelers visited Georgia, which is
449 thousand 731 more than in 2015.

. In Georgia together with the development of tourism industry, much attention is paid to the
quality of service levels. Despite the positive trends in the field of tourism, there are problems
which prevent its development.

. The quality and culture of tourist services in Georgia are relatively low compared to other de-
veloped countries. The quality of tourism sector in Georgia remains one of the most important
problems.

. The work deals with the importance of service quality and its role in the tourism industry, the
focus is on the positive and negative sides of service quality, the appropriate statistical data and
the current situation of the mentioned sphere in Georgia is presented. Based on the analysis
of the survey performed in Gori by the author, and the obtained data, her opinion and recom-
mendations about the current question are given.
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Economic Potential, Possibilities and Challenges of the Caspian Region
Scientific supervisor — Associate Professor Tornike Turmanidze

The Caspian region linked western and eastern civilizations during several centuries, but this
function was lost with the loss of Silk Road. After a long time, when oil products became the
motive power of economy, the region has also returned its strategic function. Despite the fact
that Caspian region has many resources, the possibilities which are offered to Europe by this
region are used insufficiently.

The main purpose of this work is to present economic possibilities of this region and the ob-
stacles of taking advantages from these possibilities. The fact that central Asian gas is exported
only passing through the Russian territory, furthermore the biggest part of Kazakh petroleum
is exported to international arena by the Russian terminals, reduces the economic progress
and possible independence of these countries.

The urgency of this issue is exactly the problematic character of cooperation between the
above mentioned countries. Besides the economic relationship, they also have one com-
mon interest - to become free from Russian dependence. This means that regional countries
should take part in direct cooperation with each other. This is also important for Georgia, be-
cause Georgia-Azerbaijan collaboration with Europe opens the fastest possibility for Caspian
oil-products to appear in west.

While discussing the economic possibilities of the Caspian region and its challenges, will
be used qualitative method of research. To review the regional collaboration’s facts and its
historical background, traditional documental analysis will be applied. Furthermore, expert’s
opinions will be used to direct the attention to the analytic part of these issues.
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1. Little and medium enterprises are often called “secret champions” as their share to the world
market is more than 50%. Their goods and services are “nonvisible” or difficult to be noticed.
They maintain high level of viability and durability. They own significant export share, are
global competitors and have a great contribution in the success of a state.

2. According to the research of the World Bank made in 2013, “Assistance of entrepreneur-
ship in Georgia”, Georgian innovative enterprises create more working places and are more
competitive comparing with the non-innovative enterprises. Accordingly, assistance to the
increase of entrepreneurship and development of productive companies should become one
of the main priorities of the state development.

3. According to the development assessment, Georgia still has a status of an efficient state the
success of which depends on the reduction of state restrictions, political course, more trans-
parency, violation, reduction of business expanses, more efficiency of police, reinforcement
of supporting investors, eradication of trading barriers, increase of tax efficiency, investments,
eradication of the problems that exist at custom offices and on other components, which play
a significant role for the development of economic efficiency.
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Scientific supervisor - Medea Zurabishvili

1. Itisaknown fact that the main objective of the National Bank of Georgia is to maintain price
stability. Furthermore, the NBG supports financial system stability and transparency, and
promotes country’s economic growth without prejudice to its main objective. Price stability
implies the maintenance of low and stable inflation for a prolonged period.

2. The main monetary policy instrument of the National Bank of Georgia is the monetary policy
(refinancing) rate — the interest rate applied to its refinancing loans. This is considered as a
reference point for market rates.

3. Nowadays, monetary policy of NBG is very problematic and popular, and interest in this field
is rapidly increasing. Some experts and economists believe that NBG moves in financial mar-

ket is not rational and it may cause many problems for our country’s economy.

4. Because of these differences of opinions I'm interested in which case NBG is wrong or right
and I tried to analyze what benefits or disadvantages can the moves made by NBG cause.
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1. The topic concerns very problematic socioeconomic issues of our society such as unemployment
and poverty of the population. The following issues are discussed in the work: what is poverty;
types of poverty; causes of poverty; level of poverty in Georgia; ways to overcome poverty;
Georgia’s social-economic strategy.

2. Poverty is a condition that is characterized by loss of resources, capabilities, security and the
right of choice what is essential for adequate living conditions and other civil cultural, eco-
nomic, political and social rights.

3. Types of poverty are: absolute and comparative. Absolute poverty - this is a lack of basic human
requirements, such as: clean water, food, shelter, education, health and clothing. The defini-
tion of absolute poverty is based on compliance of the income and expenditure of the popula-
tion with the minimum wage determined by the legislation in the country. Comparative pov-
erty - this is the situation when people have less money and property, or less opportunity to
get involved in a full-scale community life, compared with the community where he/she lives.

4. Georgia is ranked on 114 place among world countries in terms of poverty level. According to
the surveys, 60% of the population of Georgia lives in poverty.

5. In order to overcome poverty, first of all we need to solve unemployment problem and create
jobs. The State should invest more investments in healthcare. An effective system of health-
care financing and elimination of unemployment problems will reduce poverty levels.

6. In this direction, the Government of Georgia has developed a strategy for socioeconomic devel-
opment which is expected to be implemented by 2020. This strategy aims to increase economic
growth in the country, attracting investments from abroad, and also focuses on the develop-
ment of infrastructure projects.
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Sandro Gigauri, Mariam Darchia

Georgia

Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi State University
International Relations

Bachelor’s programme, IV semester

Lithuania Joining the Eurozone — a Geopolitical Ploy with Economic Results
Scientific supervisor - Invited lecturer Konstantine Shubitidze

Topicality of the issue

In the modern reality, the Eurozone is in a very unhealthy state; it experiences deflation
where prices are slowly falling and the number of unemployed people is turning into a se-
rious problem.

In 2015, a large portion of Lithuanian population refused to join the Eurozone. Neverthe-
less, the Lithuanian government decided without a referendum to become a member of the
Eurozone, what caused dissatisfaction of the population. Some of them even demanded to
leave the Eurozone.

Purpose of the research
Our purpose is to analyze the situation, to determine the open and hidden reasons which
led to Lithuania’s decision to become a member of the Eurozone in such a volatile situation.
Considering the consequences of Lithuania’s entry into the Eurozone and, therefore, to
determine how sustainable the Eurozone in the modern situation is, and according to the
example of Lithuania, indicate how effective its membership is for the Member States and
determine should joining the Eurozone be a priority for other countries.

Methodology
The research question is: What changes have been made to Lithuania’s economy after join-
ing the Eurozone?
Independent variable is the integration of Lithuania in the Eurozone, and the dependent
variable is the results of joining the Eurozone.
We will look at the economic changes in Lithuania, namely, the GDP, the trade balance, the
FDI and the Foreign Trade before and after joining and we will make relevant conclusions.
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Nika Grigolia

Georgia

Guram Tavartkiladze Teaching University
Business Administration

Bachelor's programme, IV semester

Experiences and Integration Processes of Visegrad Countries in Georgia

Scientific supervisor — Professor Lali Chagel.ishvili=Ag1adze

1. Bilateral relations between Georgia and the Czech Republic are dynamically developed in both
- bilateral format as well as within the international organizations. The legal base between the
two countries comprises up to ten international treaties which are regulated by the relations
existing in economics, finances, defense, culture, education, science, sports and other fields.

2. Integration processes are discussed in the paper in several areas:
e Evolution of Integration Group of Visegrad Countries and Social-Economic Results of these
Countries after integration;
e Economic potential of Georgia is studied on the basis of empirical research;
e Problems and opportunities of the development of Georgia on the basis of Czech experience
are given on the path of European integration.
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Tamar Gvelesiani

Georgia

Thilisi State Medical University
Medical Practice

Bachelor’s programme, XI] semester

The Neurological Complications of Vitamin Deficiency following Bariatric Surgery

Scientific supervisor — Professor Nana Ratiani

1. The World Health Organization (WHO) describes obesity as a new noninfectious “epidemic”
of XXI century. According to WHO, the number of people with obesity has increased to 2
billion. Among them about 600 million people have the so called “morbid obesity”. The rate of
obesity continues to rise and affects over 100 000 adults in Georgia as well. They usually need
a surgical treatment.

2. One of the most effective fields in multidisciplinary treatments for obesity is bariatric surgery,
which helps to reduce weight and, therefore, regulate metabolic balance. Bariatric surgery is
usually used when BMI exceeds 40 and if there is any other current overweight induced bodily
disease. The main goal of bariatric surgery is to improve the life quality of patient and achieve
his/her social and aesthetic rehabilitation.

3. In spite of the above mentioned advantages of bariatric surgery, there are lots of postoperative
complications, among which neurological complications of nutritional deficiency following
bariatric surgery play an important role. Most of patients have Bl, B9, B12, D and E vita-
min deficiency which, for its part, is precondition for developing neurological complications
including chronic and subacute peripheral neuropathy (52%), acute peripheral neuropathy
(4%), myelopathy (9%), polyradiculoneuropathy (5%), Wernicke encephalopathy (9%), myo-
tonic syndrome (4%), etc. Therefore, worldwide researches in this field show that the risk of
postoperative complications is highly due to the method of bariatric surgery we use. In the ar-
ticle are discussed the three main methods of bariatric surgery: restrictive, malabsorptive and
combined procedures, are analyzed their pros and cons, expected postoperative complications
as well as methods of treatment and prevention.
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Irakli Peikrishvili

Georgia

Grigol Robakidze University
Dentistry programme, VIsemester

The Immunologic Aspects of dental Implants Failure

Scientific supervisor - Associate Professor Tamar Giorgadze

. Dental implants history goes back to centuries ago and people have attempted to replace the
missing teeth with different ways to regain full, comfortable masticatory function and facial
esthetics. In the 1900s, a revolution was seen in dental implant. Professor Branemark in the
1960s with the discovery of his concept of osseointegration brought the defining moment in
the history of dental implants.

. Although the high predictability and long-term success rate of dental implants is well doc-
umented in the literature, complications and failures do occur. Some complications may be
relatively minor and easy to correct, while others will be major and result in the loss of the
implant or prosthesis. Rejection of a dental implant is a pathological inflammatory-destruc-
tive process leading to a loss of osseointegration of the intraosseous part of the implant with
surrounding tissues.

. The most common cause of dental implant rejection is the development of inflammation.
Inflammation is a part of the body’s immune response. The function of inflammation is to de-
fend the body against microbial infection, and to repair injured tissues. Nonetheless, inflam-
mation does have the potential to cause harm. It is increasingly evident that changes in the
course of the inflammatory condition in one organ or tissue of the body may produce systemic
effects with deleterious consequences.

. Review of recent literature has shown the influence of immune activation on the inflammato-

ry response. Problems with the immune system increase the risk of dental implant rejection.
The success or failure of implants depends on the functional state of immune system.
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Davit Grigalashvili, Levan Jajvani

Georgia

Georgian International Teaching University
Dentistry programme, II semester

Implantation of Modern High Technologies in Medicine

Scientific supervisor — Associate Professor Mania Arabli

Medicine consecutively experiences renovation. Today there are many instruments which
make modern medicine more effective. That is why using of robots in this field is very per-
spective.

Use of high technologies had positive influence also on medicine problems. With their help
easier and more effective ways were revealed which had positive impact on patients’ con-
dition. Death rate and inaccuracies in medicine were reduced. The first generations of ro-
bot-surgeons successfully conquered many surgeries throughout the world.

Owing to medical technologies, doctors’ make exact diagnosis and provide appropriate treat-
ment. Robot technologies are used in different fields of medicine.

Inserting technological surgical systems in human bodies makes it possible to better see and
examine those places in the body which earlier were not visible. Such systems are equipped
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with scanners, electro magnet equipment, infrared and ultra violet light sources. With their
help surgeons have ability to “contact” with tissues without damaging them.

. The advantages of robot systems are: minimization of operation invasiveness, to more accu-
racy of surgery manipulations in these conditions, improving of a patient’s condition and fast
medical treatment.

. Modern medicine strictly requires accurate and comparably unmistakable management sys-
tem of surgical instruments, less complications and outgoings, reducing of risks and degree of
invasiveness. High technologies in medicine are reality now. More lives, more accuracy, less
outgoings, fighting with complicated diseases and defeat. These are robot systems in medicine.
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Ana Vakhania

Georgia

Grigol Robakidze University
Dentistry programme, I/ semester

Role of Melatonin in the Regulation of the Biological Rhythms of an Organism
Scientific supervisor - Ana Tegetashvili

1. The uniqueness of normal functioning of live organisms are expressed in their rhythm. A
number of peculiarities of the intensity of human beings and pathologies are closely linked to
the change of seasons and daily rhythm. Today, there are more than 100 circadian rhythms
known in a human body.

2. Epiphysis is the only gland that can transform the nerve impulse of the retina, transmit infor-
mation about the internal environment light of the organism and form and regulate physio-
logical rhythm. It is also called “Bio clock”.

3. In Epiphysis the synthesis of biologically active substances — melatonin is implemented by
amino acid tryptophan. Its secretion is sharply circadian and characterized by a seasonal
rhythm (rises overnight and in autumn-winter).

4. Melatonin has many useful features: it significantly reduces the risk of oncological diseases;
affects the immune system: activates immune competent cells and increases the number; pro-
motes the adaptation of the organism; improves brain function and cognitive ability; reduces
the risk of infarction and the main thing is that it slows down the aging process.

5. Melatonin synthesis and secretion disorders are based on many pathologies. The first sign of
its lack is insomnia, restlessness, feeling of fear and high blood pressure.

6. Epiphysis experiences age involution, accordingly, Melatonin biosynthesis is progressively

degraded. Therefore, taking the dosage of the drug — Melatonin for people over 40 stimulates
and restores many functions of the organism.

104



235609 ©sMBosBz0mo, Bobm masemodzomo
bs9s(0239¢n0

30080207 (52835000l bsbgemmdob #9bozgdlodgdho
beds@eremmgools 36mgesds, 11 bydgbheo

Us890030bm Bommmgom®o sgdvsemBo 3GmBYTs:
3300000 3MHmdmgigdo

boB8dmasbgmo - sbmgmao®gdymo 3Gmaglndo 856os sGBWmo

. 39960379635 36OMyMgLids, sbsero x0dgool Asdmy3zs65d, sbsero Bogmogmgdgdols dowgdsd,
O I9003 SLEH0TME0MHGIL dEHBGIbS ) borls DO, sboero baggodMswo 89494abs
39(3MOM0MBSL: M59g6s X 9BLOMOS Ol 3OHMOMIEHJO0, BIMIWOMSE YM3ILPOOVIMSP
303390900007

. 450096 3603369c0m35605 0, M) OMYME 03399905 505305b0. 339955 OB 9OHP—9GOHMO
36093690 356qL0  BoJBHMGO, MMIgwoi bsEMIOL, 96 JoGModom, sxbLHMIOL
6560Bab.

. 960xBLOO 1533900L, 9.0, LHGIxR0 339000, 96, g9bdmoxnoEoMdMwo 3MmEwdiool
do0qds 0f)393L MOboBIdo LgBoMBME s JOMbOZME 5350 9ddL: TodGosbo
050930, FoMdo {imbs, 35609L0, 03030l S FME-LoLbbEdsOVZMS 535D,
bbgo@ollbgs 96mBo0gdo, 30dm s Bbgs. gl ©s9350gd900 9gOMAsbgBY X °F3IMO
JB9EP0M55 3590 ME0. GO0 FomYboL ob30msMgds MGYSBOBATo 0fj393L Tgme9L .

. Y3953 030l LMsx0 339008 809 IMGIBOEO Fo@seMMo T99agdol Tgbobgd, dog™sd
Jm6bo3Mmo @m®Mmol dmbeomdols asdm 35063 dolo dmIbAsGYdYE0s. 3393900l
0565635, BOLM-RBMEO J9BLOIMNMYO00 FoWOIW IO, 0()393L 253b0TM369dL
@5 95Lmb 3930069 H535YOJOL. olig39, FgoEegL 300ML Fo3MM35306M9dgE0
B59009dL. LHGSRO 33900l GOHMSIMMO 3elo BMEMO EOHMOL 93mbmdos.

. bmgom 35DsOBY Ymz9gwHwon®ms 0BMEIds 39693H03M© TMPOROEFOMYIMWO
3699 300L foo, HMIGE03 565653090 Dosbl 599bgdls 5s30560L MEMRSBOBAL. sbg39,
3M35—3Md @ b3y goBosbo Lolidgengdo.

. 965%9bLOVO 3OMIBHOL B0MIdS §BHO3MIM030 S bgwo ABss, BMIJWLSE BoEIWIO
390929058009 803945356m. M) 5580560 535300905 5dBH0MO L3MOEGHOM s 03390905

X9bLowo 3OMEMIGHom, 3bgds sl LoEgmEbEol WBEgdoMs s SHIRIDBOHPMBOL
3965606690000 ©o5L5FJM9BUL.

105



Gvanta Darchiashvili, Nino Dvalishvili
Georgia

Grigol Robakidze University

Dentistry programme, I semester

Medical-Biological Relevant Problem: Nutrition Problems

Scientific supervisor — Associate Professor Mania Arab-

1. The technological progress, breeding of new species, the introduction of new substances that
stimulate the growth of vegetables or fruit, has given humanity new food for thought: how
healthy are the products we consume on a daily basis?

2. Itisvery important to know what kind of food people eat. Nutrition - one of the most import-
ant factors that destroys, or vice versa, makes our body healthy.

3. Consuming unhealthy, so called fast food, or genetically modified products, causes serious and
chronic diseases in the body: diabetes mellitus, excess weight, caries, liver and cardiovascular
diseases, various anomalies, cancer and etc. These diseases are twined together like chain net.
The development of one of these diseases leads to another.

4. Everyone knows about the fatal effects of fast food, but because of the permanent absence of
time they still consume it. According to studies, fast food is particularly high-caloric, causing
lumber and related diseases. It also contains compounds that provoke cancer. The only benefit
of fast food is timesaving.

5. The share of genetically modified products increases annually across the global market, which
no less harms the human body as well as, Coca-Cola and other carbonated drinks.

6. An unhealthy product is a gradual and slow path that leads to fatal outcomes. If a person is
engaged in active sports and feeds on healthy products, the nature would grant him/her the
right to life and keep youth.
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Ia Shanidze, Ana Melikidze
Georgia

Grigol Robakidze University
Dentistry programme, Il semester

New Stem cells - a New Era in Medicine
Scientific supervisor — Associate Professor Mamia Arabli

1. Discovery of stem cells made revolution not only in medicine but also in human history. It
radically changed the traditional approach to patients’ treatment and contributed a great deal
to the development of a new direction - regenerative medicine.

2. The goal of regenerative medicine is to recover the damaged structure and function of the
tissues and organs.

3. Regenerative medicine has already successfully grown heart valves from human cells. Scien-
tists create not only the shape of the heart valve, but also any other organ. These cells, which
are used to create a new organ are called stem cells.

4. Stem cells are undifferentiated, not specialized cells which have the ability of division, regen-
eration, specialization, involving different types of tissues and also the ability of reparation of
damaged tissues and organs.

5. There are several types of stem cells according to origin and potential. Techniques of separa-
tion and storage of stem cells are also different.
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6. Donor stem cells have been successfully used for the treatment of brothers, sisters and close
relatives without “immune conflict”.

7. Storing one’s own stem cells is of great importance. For example, nowadays in the world there
are 25 million potential donors for transplant bone marrow stem cells. But 30% of patients
may not have any donor.

8. There are around 100 blood banks in the world today, where the blood of the umbilical cord
is predominantly stored. Infant stem cells are unique because nothing has affected on them
yet - diseases, radiation, viruses, bacteria, toxins and other chemical substances. Infant stem
cells are distinguished for a 20-fold higher recovery ability, than adults’ stem cells.
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Tamar Urushadze

Georgia

Thilisi State Medical University
Medicine

Bachelor's programme, VIsemester

Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis — Analysis of Pathogenesis and
Modern Principles of Treatment

Scientific supervisor — Associate Professor Mania Arabli

. Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS) is one the main and yet unsolved problems of modern
medicine. Disease is characterized by high risk of development.

. ALS cannot be cured today, but considerable progress has been made during past few years in
its diagnosing and treatment. Guidelines have been created for ALS supportive management,
as well as the use of combinations of multiple treatment methods.

. Causative agents for the disease are under research. Etiologic factors of amyotrophic lateral
sclerosis has been classified and divided into two parts: genetic and sporadic. Another key fact
for research is protein-rich diet.

. The newest ALS diagnostic methods are: electron tomography, nerve conduction study and
MRI.

. Apart from symptomatic treatment which is used for spinal and bulbar activity preservation,
Riluzole was implemented during the last decade. It is used against neuron degradation and
for prolongation of life expectancy.

. The presented work covers vital details of amyotrophic lateral sclerosis pathogenesis, etiolog-
ic factors of its progression and the role of genetic and biochemical disbalance in its develop-
ment.

. This research discusses the strategies and principles of the newest methods of amyotrophic

lateral sclerosis treatment and sums up protein-rich diet’s negative effects on progression of
the disease.
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Nika Beridze, Beka Gurgenadze
Georgia

Grigol Robakidze University
Dentistry programme, VIsemester

Melkersson-Rosenthal Syndrome (MRS)

Scientific supervisor — Invited Teacher Gaga Kuliashvili

Melkersson-Rosenthal syndrome (MRS) is a rare disease characterized by recurrent, long last-
ing swelling of a face, particularly an upper lip (granulomatous cheilitis), facial muscle weak-
ness (palsy) and a fissured tongue.

It was first described in 1928 by the Swedish physician Ernst Melkersson. Hornstein estimat-
ed the incidence to be 0.08%. Others have reported the incidence to be less than 0.05%. An
accurate incidence of MRS is very difficult to determine because full triad of symptoms is
presented only in 8 — 25%, the rest of the cases are monosymptomatic or oligosymptomatic.
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3. The etiology of MRS remains today unknown. Many theories, such as chronic infection, ge-
netic predisposition (dominant autosomal transmission), allergic reaction to cobalt or to some
food additives such as monosodium glutamate, paradental infections, tonsillitis, and adenoid
hypertrophy have all been suggested.

4. Pathogenesis of MRS is also unknown. MRS is marked by its characteristic histopathological
changes. Typically, small non-necrotic granulomas can be observed in the tissue occluding
blood vessels, in the vessel wall, within the vessel lumen, and sometimes also within the cer-
vical lymph nodes. The granulomatous lymphangitis explains the lymphedema and lymphan-
giectasia.

5. Aslong as the etiology of MRS is unknown, treatment remains symptomatic. Mainly is used
intralessional corticosteroid associated with tetracycline and antileprous medicines. Surgery
(cheiloplasty) is reserved for patients whose cheilitis does not respond to steroid therapy or
who present a reasonable face deformation. Multidisciplinary approach involving the otolar-
yngologists, dermatologists, neurologists and others in diagnostic and treatment of MRS may
also prove to be useful.
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Nino Matchutadze

Georgia

Grigol Robakidze University
Dentistry programme, Il semester

The Impact of Mother's Harmful Habit, Smoking Tobacco, on the Embryo

Scientific supervisor — Associate Professor Mania Arab-

1. Smoking tobacco was always considered as a bad habit. We should admit the unfortunate fact
that the number of smoker females increases as well as the number of smoker pregnant wom-
en. Tobacco can cause irreparable results.

2. Tobacco puts embryo under the risk. Because of its toxic elements, the growth and devel-
opment of embryo is decreased. Tobacco also causes toxicosis. Complications developing
during pregnancy and baby birth are obvious. The case of extrauterine pregnancy are fre-
quent enough. Smoke effects the reproductive system. It damages not only an embryo, but
also mother what causes the death of a new-born infant.

3. Even in the case when an embryo is born healthy visually, we can discover some Irreversible
diseases or disorders. We also often face congenital diseases such as heart disease, asthma,
worsening of thinking and so on.

4. The usage of tobacco is slow suicide. It is rather difficult to give it up as it needs a lot of effort.
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Nino Gvarishvili, Nana Beridze
Georgia

Grigol Robakidze University
Dentistry programme, VIsemester

Tooth VS Implant

Scientific supervisor - MD Galaktion Makhviladze

1. Teeth are the part of the digestive system - the most important part of the chewing apparatus,
without which it is impossible to carry out the chewing function.

2. Inaddition that teeth perform one of the most important roles in human’s health, healthy and
beautiful teeth also provide a good visual effect of a person.

3. Dental implantation is a branch of orthopedic dentistry that serves the treatment of edentu-
lism.

4. Dental implantation allows a patient to avoid discomfort caused by removable prosthesis.
5. The main advantage of implant is the inviolability of the next teeth.

6. Modern dental implantation allows not only functional rehabilitation, but all full aesthetic
rehabilitation of the problems of the dentofacial system.
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Nino Iakobishvili, Miranda Minadze, Beka Gurgenadze
Georgia

Grigol Robakidze University

Dentistry programme, VIsemester

The Role of Immune System in the Development of Periodontal Disease

Scientific supervisor - Associate Professor Tamar Giorgadze

. Periodontitis is the most common chronic inflammatory disease seen in humans. It is a major
public health problem, causing tooth loss, disability, masticatory dysfunction, and poor nutri-
tional status, also compromises speech, reduces quality of life, and is an escalating burden to
the healthcare economy.

. Historically, it was assumed that plaque-induced periodontal disease was a single disease
caused by a non-specific accumulation of plaque whose destructive effects over time resulted
in the progressive loss of periodontal attachment at a relatively constant rate. Thus, emphasis
was placed on maintaining high standards of oral hygiene in all patients and the presence of
disease was generally attributed to poor oral hygiene measures.

. The available data suggests that periodontal diseases are multifactorial diseases. Periodontitis
is the result of a complex inflammatory and immunological response to bacteria of dental
plaque in a susceptible host. Within the periodontal tissue, at the cellular level, are neutro-
phils, T-Cells, B-cells, and osteoclasts. Also present, at the molecular level, are complement,
LTB, IL-1 and IL-6, matrix metalloproteinases, prostaglandins, TNF-«, and immunoglobulins.

. These cells and molecules are found in greater numbers in disease than in health, and can
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generally be regarded as inflammatory molecules. Directly and indirectly they initiate and
mediate destruction of both the periodontal ligament and surrounding alveolar bone. Knowl-
edge of how immune mechanisms and inflammatory responses are regulated is critical for
understanding the pathogenesis of complex diseases, such as periodontitis.
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Lika Kharabadze, Ani Balavadze
Georgia

Grigol Robakidze University
Dentistry programme, IV semester

Helicobacter Pylori (HP)

Scientific supervisor — Associate Professor Marina Sha-

1. The problem of modern gastroenterology is associated with aggressive, durable processes,
frequent recurrences of the disease caused by bacteria with helicobacteria infection. HP in-
fection leads to the disruption of the mucous membrane tract, atrophy, erosion and ulcers.
Studies have shown that functional and morphological changes are observed in parodontal
complex during gastrointestinal pathology. Parodontal pockets are good reservoirs for heliko-
bacteria.

2. The existence of helikobacteria in the oral cavity may be the source of the gastrointestinal
tract infection. Hence the prevention of helicobacteria during periodontal and gastrointesti-
nal diseases is crucial. It is desirable to reveal helikobacteria not only in gastroenterologic, but
also in dentist departments, which will facilitate early diagnosis and optimization of treat-
ment.
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Sopio Abaishvili, Thea Imerlishvili
Georgia

Grigol Robakidze University
Dentistry programme, VIsemester

Immunology of Oral Cancer

Scientific supervisor - Associate Professor Taumar Giorpadze
1. Oral cancer is one of the most common cancers and it constitutes a major health problem
particularly in developing countries. It is one of the leading causes of death.

2. Mouth cancer, or oral cancer, can occur anywhere in the mouth, on the surface of the tongue,
the lips, inside the cheek, in the gums, in the roof and floor of the mouth, in the tonsils, and in
the salivary glands. Mouth cancer mostly occurs after the age of 40, and the risk is more than
twice as high in men as it is in women.

3. At present, in the modern oncology the damage of the genetic apparatus of the cell is consid-
ered to be the primary cause of cancer, and the pathogenesis of cancer is seen as a process of
transformation of a normal cell into a tumor cell, as evidenced by deep fundamentalresearch
of the pathogenesis of cancer, which is held exclusively at the cellular, molecular and genetic
levels of the organism. Transformation of a normal cell into a malignant one may be the re-
sult of a wide range of stimuli. Cancer cells lose the functional and phenotypic characteristics
of the tissue from which they are derived and are said to have undergone malignant transfor-
mation and to be de-differentiated.

4. The immune system plays a crucial role in host protection against carcinogenesis by elimi-
nating tumor cells. However, some of the tumor cells are not detected by the immune system
and a variety of immunologic mechanisms contribute to tumor escape and subsequent tumor
growth. Unfortunately, tumor develops multiple mechanisms of evading immune responses,
by forming a compromised microenvironment that allows the dissemination of malignant
cells in a foreign microenvironment through molecular mechanisms still poorly character-
ized.
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1.

Nazi Iritspukhova

Georgia

Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi State University
English Studies

Master’s programme, Il semester

The Model of Polysemous Word GREEN
Scientific supervisor — Professor Tinatin Margalitadze

Polysemy is quite a complex phenomenon which is closely connected to the person’spercep-
tion and cognition of the world. In fact, polysemy exists in the semantic system of every single
language. Worth mentioning that polysemy is not restricted to the designative type oflexical
meaning, cf. English but, yet, etc.

According to Margalitadze, there are several universal models of polysemous words, such as
one-dimensional, multi-dimensional, sun-like, etc. These models are the result of the differ-
ent arrangements of lexico-semantic variants which are generated by the semantic relations
between the lexical units within a particular word.

On the basis of the methods and theory of Tinatin Margalitadze, I researched the polyseman-
tic model of the adjective GREEN in the Modern English language.

a) I linked the semantic components of the meaning of the word GREEN to the polysemous
senses.

b) In order to analyze semantic structure of the senses and single out semantic components
of the word, I employed one of the commonest variants of the component analysis - the
method of the analysis of definitions which is based on the postulate that the meaning of
a word, its distinctive semantic characteristics are reflected in the dictionary definitions

Since GREEN is connected to nature, “greenness’, etc. it transpired that GREEN is not a typ-

ical adjective and that it has the characteristics of a noun. This is reflected in the model, viz.
sunlike model, which represents a universal model of nouns.
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1.

Ana Papiashvili, Mariam Jibuti

Georgia

Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi State University
Sociology

Bachelor’sprogramme, VIsemester

The Role of Social Advertising
in the Awareness Formation of Georgian Society

Scientific supervisor — Associate Professor Kakha Ketsbaia

The goals of social advertising are positive changes and charity activities. In order to achieve
these goals that social advertising uses conventional commercial advertising methods as well
as human emotions. Mass communications are hugely important in the 21% century. But we
have to find out how effectively the possibilities are being realized in Georgia.

Social advertising is not very frequent in our country, but several NGOs, companies, persons
and even the government are using it. Thus, there are some social advertisements in Georgia
that are adapted to local reality. They serve the purpose of developing social awareness. To
study the results and achievements of some social advertisements, we used qualitative and
quantitative research methods. We also analyzed documents in order to figure out the con-
tents and the goals of the case. This also helped us understand terminology even better. With
these methodologies, we found out how social advertising was accepted by the Georgian soci-
ety. We conducted online-questionnaires in order to study trends about attitudes of Georgian
people. Thus, we obtained some verbal and statistical data.

It is also notable that the existence of social advertising in Georgia depends on various factors.
It has been a significant influence on society as well. Finally, we can say that the social adver-
tising in Georgia really tries its best to have positive influence on social awareness. Motivated
people create social advertisements and the advertisements form even more motivated people
in the end. We can conclude that the situation is interconnected and provides us some posi-
tive feedbacks in general.

Hngbs Bsbos, Lsemdy ByHwsBzomo, 8sa®s @mBsos
bsgs®039¢02

30030 H859000L bsbgermdol #boz9obodgdho
gbodmermgos

8825073300590, 1 ligdabheo

OMhbhawo ©sBmzodamgds Lbgseslibgs
MHolimdMog/9mbogm®o ®avBgdolsdnl8-23 firmol sbowysbogddo

byddngsbgmo - sbmEoGgdro 3Gmggbnco G585M 39HIS0S

1. 33c0930L 30Bsb0s 2ob6lb3s390mo Gslol, MYE0yEoL s 9MHM3bgdol IJmby 3069dmsb

53930060900 BEBHMOIBEHS FM3Z0EIOIgdol  Fglfogers. 93sLMsbs3g 33w 930l
Logobls Ho®mdmoagbli 080l sYgbs v M8Ibs© BHMEIMBEGHM0s  30OHM36gds

122



3009960353000 36m39b30. GHMEGMHIBEBHMS - gbos MO30LMBGdS FMOZ5BIOHM3690500.
9B 5MHOL 5M6FOGHM FMMIMMO 35¢00, 5539 3ME0E03M0 ©d LHTIOMWIOMHO30
dmmbMm3zbogds3.  BHMWIOHBGHMdS - Lombmgdss, MMIgeroE  dgladergdgwl  bools
d93000Mdsls s Mol 3 EHIHol Fd3000Md0L 3MEEMMO0 933wl gbds®gds.”

2. 33w930L99OMEIOYIM30Y49bgm0M0 33160 3530580E MM IMSEEMdOLYSTMZE9bol
9 U3seosbo 30mbzocmo, MmIgwog dmoaegl 45 g0 gdsl (M0mMgMEo 13w
9035936 5 g0EgdsL). BgmMg 890MEO 0gm dMPSOMLOL L@ E0SMHO OLEHIBEOOL
LoBMIo B39Ol FMPORBOFOMYOMWO 3500563 0. 3EOL30MYOL gdegMmEsm BbgsEILLIS
9060329600 X aM530L FomdmTsygbgrms BmEGHMYd0 s b 2593500 35LIbo M5dEYbodY
3000b35%9 ,00 5©58056900@B: 30LME 0TGAMIMIOIH? 306 0MSBTIOMAEGdEY6?
30L096 bsMYL3OdMPIB? 3oLMb 0Jm™obgdgb?“.

3. Lozombbg 09 ©53Ybs© BHMGOHIBEHMEGO0 50056 18-23 ol sbowysBemgdo, h39b6
160390L0GHIGHOL BEGHMIBEHS FMOOL B35EIMJD 33¢0935. 5doLMZOL Fodmgzzombgom 18-

56 23 Harsdqg sb530L 50 LEBHMIbEHO (25 ymam, 25 do o).

4. 30096035300L3MM39LA006EMEGMHIBEMWMDIY39wDYIYBHOWYTIM3E0bEI 7V 3o
(bbggdoLm30L J93Md9d0UL, MbgObYYMBOL, 1bgdEr0g0 doygbgdreo Mliosdmzbgdgdols
90®93900L mbBosMdS), 8 11 3owsbY (A9mHYbsMYdMdS Bb3s 5053056900L dog® d9gddbogro
1300329600 s BLO0J03MMO EOLIMIBMOEHOL J0TSMM) S 3 BIsWsDY (35BIFMOOY MBS
56 3mblg®m3zs3H0Bdo Lbbgs 5083056900l Fgx3slgdsdo). Bzgbo 3@OL3OMYdO Y39esby
G956 GHMg00 560056 1 (bbgs 500sd0560L 06030 MdOL F0VYIMBY) ZsEol
dmbs3gdgdom.

Roena Bakhia, Salome Beruashvili, Magda Lomaia
Georgia
Grigol Robakidze University
Psychology
Bachelor's programme, Ilsemester

Tolerant Attitude to Different Racial and Ethnic Groups in
18-23 Old Students

Scientific supervisor — Associate Professor Tamar Kerdzaia

1. The study focuses on students’ attitudes to people of different race, religion and ethnic ori-
gin. It aims to find out how tolerant a person is in the communication process. Tolerance is
freedom in diversity. It is not only an ethical duty, but also political and legal requirement.

2. The Boiko 9 scale questionnaire was used to measure the manifestation of tolerance in com-
munication. It is composed of 45 statements (5 statements for each scale). The other method
used in the study was the modified version of Bogardus social distance scale. Research par-
ticipants were given photographs of different ethnic group representatives and were asked to
answer several questions, like: “Who would you make friends with out of these people? Who
would you cooperate with out of these people? Who would you like to become your relative?
Who would you like to marry?”
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. To find out how tolerant 18-23 year old people are, we conducted a survey among the stu-
dents of our university. For this purpose we interviewed 50 students aged 18-23 (25 females,
25 males).

. The highest showings for intolerance during communication were received for the scale 7
(inability to forgive mistakes), the scale 8 (inability to forgive for physical and psychological
discomfort caused by other people) and the scale 3 (too strict and conservative evolution of
other people). The research participants demonstrated the highest tolerance showing on the
scale 1 (unacceptance of other people’s uniqueness).
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Tina Lukhutashvili, Eliso Pureliani
Georgia

Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi State University
Journalism and Mass Communication
Bachelor's programme, IV semester

Coverage of Gender Issues in Georgian Media

Scientific supervisor - Professor Dali Osepashvﬂi

. The Role of women has changed a lot in modern world and of course, in the Caucasus. A
woman in media-programmes is often shown as a housewife, fashion critic/follower or vio-
lence victim. Things like a woman’s participation in public work, a woman as a strong poli-
tician, a fighter against social problems, etc. is rarely in the centre of high interest for media.

. Gender inequality has attracted public and, therefore, media attention in the last 3-4 years.
Debates are held about women’s rights de facto and de jure conditions in Georgia: one thing
is what kind of laws we have and another — how the law is actually fulfilled.

. Media paid attention to gender inequality problems after the frequency of femicides has in-
creased. Femicides are much more frequently broadcasted and we have proved it with our
research. Though, the problem is not only physical violence, but also employment and psy-
chological pressure in families. The research has shown that media-products are rare about
the problems like women’s employment in the regions, irrelevant conditions for self-imple-
mentation, etc.

. The aim of our research is to analyze the problems existing in Georgian media:

e Fquality in frequency, what means, whether journalists address female respondents for
comments as often as they address males; how frequently journalists chose females to be
their respondents;

e How the media broadcasts violence towards women and criminal cases in which suspects
are females;

e How often we come across the terminological problems like words of sexism and discrim-
inative phrases in the media;

¢ Do journalists work on gender inequality problems with ethical standards?
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5. The research period includes March and April, 2017. The material under investigation is
the programmes of two broadcast companies: Rustavi 2 and Imedi. The research method is
quantitative as well as qualitative.
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Nanuli Etsadashvili, Mari Totikashvili, Tsiuri Mezvrishvili
Georgia

Gori State Teaching University

Georgian Philology

Bachelor's programme, VIII semester

The Theme of the Georgian Queen
in Georgian-European Historical and Literary Texts

Scientific Supervisor — Professor Tamnar Gogoladze

The personality of the Georgian queen Ketevan the Martyr (Keteven Tsamebuli) (1572-1624)
and her devotion to Christianity from the very beginning attracted attention of Georgian
chroniclers and writers as well as foreign missionaries.

Our paper aims to show how the theme of the queen martyred for Christianity is depicted in
fictional texts.

The queen’s torture for the first time was described in the Georgian literature, namely in the
poem “Passion of Queen Ketevan” by the poet of the Renaissance era and her son, Teimuraz I.
The author depicted the most difficult moments of her life (after 7 months) without witness-
ing them and gave way to his fantasy.

In 1647, a German playwright Andreas Gryphius wrote a tragedy “Katharine, Queen of Geor-
gia” that was based on the story retold by Pietro Della Vale, who was the eyewitness of the
torture as he served to Shahh Abbas. It was on stage of German theatres for a long time. Geor-
gian people learned about the drama only in 1904.

Based on the consideration of these issues, we conclude that the history of torture of the
Queen Ketevan is a popular example of defending Christianity in the world literature and art.
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Lika Neparidze, Mariam Khutsishvili
Georgia

Grigol Robakidze University
Psychology

Bachelor's programme, Il semester

Tolerance in the Middle Age

Scientific supervisor — Associate Professor Tamar Kerdzaia

1. Tolerance originally discloses itself in the process of communication. Communicational tol-
erance can be situational, typological, professional and general. General communicational
tolerance is conditioned by life experience, characteristic features of mood, ethical principles
and significantly determines other forms of communicational tolerance.

2. The aim of the research was to ascertain whether age influences communicational tolerance
or not, specifically, in what form communicational tolerance reveals itself in the middle-aged
persons.
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3. The research was conducted at Grigol Robakidze University. As a research methodology, we
used questionnaire of general communication tolerance proposed by V.V. Boiko. It helps us
to determine tolerant or intolerant attitudes of people, as it is revealed during the interaction.
Nine-scale questionnaire encompasses 45 postulates.

4 We have interrogated professors and employers of the University. Age range is between 27
and 72 years. In total 30 individuals (15 women, 15 men).

5. The results of the research has shown that:

e Intolerance has been presented in the third scale (categorical or conservative evaluations of
others), in the second scale (using yourself as a role model during the assessment of action
and thinking of others) and on the ninth scale (inability of acceptance and co-existence
with mood, habits and desires of others). The most intense and severe manifestation of
tolerance can be seen in the eight scale (Intolerance towards physical or psychological dis-
comfort, which are caused by other human beings);

e Average index of the tolerance is 61, 3. It is much more than teachers of kindergarten,
nurses or doctors have according to the research of Boiko;

e 60 percent of experimental subjects are intolerant; however, men turn out to be more tol-
erant rather than women.
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Tsira Gurgenidze, Lana Rokva

Georgia

Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi State University
Journalism and Mass Communication
Bachelor's programme, VIsemester

Vox Populi in Georgian Print Media
Scientific supervisor — Associate Professor Khatuna Maisashwvilli

1. Nowadays, in the Georgian press, numerous publications try to bring “the vox populi” to their
readers. Following the unwritten media tradition, the voice of people is not the judgment of
experts, but opinions of ordinary readers. But the question arises: whether citizens’ genuine
opinions sound in these publications.

2. Based on two Georgian editions, namely, the daily newspaper “Rezonansi” and weekly news-
paper “Asaval-Dasavali”, we set our goal to find out what these popular newspapers offer their
readers in similar rubrics. The study time frame: from April 15, 2017 to April 30of the same
year.

3. As headings for our study we chose “Khalkhis Khma” (Voice of people) and “Dgis Kitkhva”
(Question of the day). They appear in newspapers with a certain frequency and changing
places. The method of the research - content analysis.

4. The hypothesis, which is permissible, is as follows: these categories represent more formal

media micro discourses than the genuine public opinion; they have lack of accuracy, the de-
gree of identification of sources and the degree of competence and awareness of sources.
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Guram Davitlidze

Georgia

Ilia State University

Georgian Phlogology

Bachelor’s programme, VI semester

Martin Eden on Guard of Creators

Scientific supervisor - Associate Professor Gaga Nakhutsrishvili

We can consider Martin Eden as Jack London’s autobiographical prototype. In the world lit-
erature he is known as a creator of motivation. Jack London’s, as a creator’s, worldview helps
those who have spiritual poverty, and those who do not believe in themselves. The literary
values reflected in the novel ensured its place among the greatest works. Due to these values,
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a reader is able to find the way how to overcome hardship of life.

2. Martin Eden’s philosophy is trying to open human’s eyes and let them see that invisible abyss,
which is strongly rooted in the earthly life. The most important fact is that the story novel
narrated in the novel provokes spirit anxiety. After passing the life stages, there are cracks and
barriers in the relationship between people which can be overcome only by literature. The
reader has a choice: to stay on the side of literature or in separation.

3. Martin Eden is a creator. From the difficult moments he is able to reach life goals, which al-
most all pen holders buried in their hearts. This is success. Jack London perfectly managed to
solve success formula following the literary norms.
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Ivane Javakhishvili Thbilisi State University
Social Work

Bachelor’s programme, IV semester
Marika Gachechiladze

Georgia

Ivane Javakhishvili Thbilisi State University
Journalismand Mass Communication
Bachelor’s programme, IV semester

The Role of Social Inclusion in Georgian Educational System
Scientific supervisor — Associate Professor Kakha Ketshaia

1. Getting education is every child’s fundamental right. The state is obliged to provide accessi-
bility of education and equal opportunities for every child (including the children with spe-
cial needs). We consider that with social inclusion every child should be integrated in society
and be safe from isolation.

2. One of the most important values in inclusive education is the fact that that diversity is a
norm. The individual cognition of an adolescent starts with recognizing his/her specificity,
but this policy is rejected in nowadays schools in Georgia (Zakareishvili, Pilauri, 2014).

3. Giving a hand for establishing healthy society — one of the major principles of an inclusive
education is to decrease the risks of children leaving schools. Many children are facing this
problem nowadays in Georgia. This is caused by non-adaptive physical accommodation at the
educational institutions and the lack of qualified professionals for children with special needs.
As The National Statistics Office of Georgia claims, at the beginning of the 2016-17 academic
year over 11512 students left school.

4. The purpose of the research is to look through the inclusive education in Georgia, to assume
it, identify the problems, underline the needs and come up with the recommendations for
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improving the existing program of Children care Policy, in which the main role should be
played by the social worker. In our point of view, it is very important to discuss this topic at
the legislation level, so that it would make the social inclusion problems more prominent and
the solutions would be corresponding to the Judiciary System.

5. In the research mentioned above, will be used qualitative methods, including secondary data
analysis and literature review. We will also use quantitative method — mass inquiry.
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Mariam Popiashvili

Georgia

Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi State University
Psychology

Bachelor’sprogramme, VIsemester

Impact of an Artist’s Name Awareness on the Evaluation of a Picture

Scientific supervisor — Irime Gedevanishvili

1. Art, in broad understanding, is human expression of creation and imagination in writing,
which unites the different forms of artistic expression of reality or imagination. The wordart
is perceived as the opposite concept of nature. According to this idea, art includes everything
that has not natural origins and is made by human (an author, an artist).

2 According to modern interpretation, definitions of art express aesthetical criteria and the
term equally includes literature, music, dancing, dramatic composition, painting, sculpture
and architecture. Art is an inseparable part of our lives. We are in touch with it every day.
People reckon that the name of an author influences a person while evaluating the painting.
The fact that the name recognition of an author effects the evaluating process is confirmed
with the experiment (John Mackbeski & Geoffrey rush 1998).

3. I decided to repeat the given experiment and accordingly, formed the hypothesis: “name
awareness of an author affects the evaluation of the painting”. 200 people, by principle of
random chose, took part in the experiment (age 14-25). The gender balance was kept. Partic-
ipants of the experiment were given paintings of famous and unknown authors and they had
to evaluate them by Thurstone scale. The experimental group was manipulated by the names
of the authors. I worked over the results of the experiment with Chi-square which statistical-
ly confirmed the hypothesis given above.
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Grigol Robakidze University
Journalism and Mass Communication
Bachelor’s programme, Il semester

The Problem of Professional Ethics in Modern Georgian Media
(based on Rustavi 2 and Prime Time, 2016-2017)

Scientific supervisor — Associate Professor Khatuna Kacharava

1. The presented work aims to emphasize the importance of journalism ethics in ongoing dem-
ocratic reforms in the country, facilitate the development of democratic institutions in Geor-
gian mass media, as well as to help the journalists working in the fields of investigative jour-
nalism, coverage of social media, etc. The development of media ethics is necessary for the
country with undergoing reforms. We believe that the development of media ethics bridges
the gap between media and society, as the product of objective and fair journalism raises the
level of confidence towards journalist.
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2. 2. We try to define the rules of professional conduct, and then create a mechanism for estab-
lishing the rules that will try to regulate the relationship between consumers and the media.
The questions of professional ethics of the media are the major problems of the mass media.
We try to answer such questions as: What goals should serve the ethical media? What is the
responsibility of the representatives of media towards the society? We answer these questions
based on the materials covered in the TV Channel Rustavi 2 and published in the newspaper
Prime Time.
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Davit Dolaberidze

Georgia,

Ilia State University

Archeology

Master’s programme, V Semester

Typology and Comparative Analysis of the Stone Artifacts from Bailari

Supervisor — Invited lecturer Zurab Tskvitinidze

1. The Kvemo Kartli region is defined as one of the areas of spreading Shulaveri-Shomu culture
(7*-6™ millennia B.C.E.). In the 1960s, archaeological surveys were undertaken in the river
Mtkvari basin and four groups of Early Farming period settlements were discovered on the

lower bank of the river Khrami: “Arukhlo”, “Tsiteli Sopeli”, “Khachaghani” and “Shulaveri”
(Javakhishvili, Japaridze 1975).

2. In 2016, during the archaeological excavation on the left bank of the river Khrami, near
village Bailari, located within 5 km from the above mentioned sites of Shulaveri group, some
artifacts were revealed (“Bailari in Azerbaijan means “lord/lords”). Reconnaissance area cov-
ers approximately 25.650 m? (coordinates 41°25.706'N/44° 48.796’E).

3. During the archaeological survey chalcedony, flint, obsidian and other volcanic, ceramic frag-
ments (total 510 items) were collected. We have separated large and small artifacts: nucleus,
cores, flakes, chips, blades, retouched blades and flakes; tools made of obsidian. Combined
tools made on volcanic rocks (chisel-grinder), as well as grinder and querns are made of igne-
ous rocks.

4. The study of the above-mentioned stone artifacts has revealed many similarities between
the material and the stone artifacts of Shulaveri-Shomu culture settlements. Most likely, the
surveyed territory represented a mound-settlement which was destroyed during the recent
agricultural activities. Future archaeological research of the area may give more data for the
study of the Shulaveri-Shomu Culture.
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Aleksandre Kasrashvili, Kakha Kipiani
Georgia

Ivane Javakhishvili Thbilisi State University
Political Science

Bachelor’sprogramme, IV semester

Philosophy as an Indicator of a Thought of Epoch

Scientific supervisor — Assistant Professor Tamar Karaia

Philosophical thinking was an integral part of any epoch. It is interesting to find out how
these ideas were reflected in modernity and what impact they had on formation and devel-
opment of different views. This is our study topic. We want to focus on the most important
philosophers of all epochs who played the vital role in the development of philosophical
thinking. We will compare and identify their points of view with modern ideas.

In order to thoroughly examine the present issue, we use the qualitative research method,

analyze the documents and study the works of philosophers and thinkers of different epochs
such as Platon, Aristotle, Machiavelli, Hobbes, Lock, Montesquieu and Russo.
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3. We would like to offer some important facts from our research topic:
Aristotle is one of the first who develops the principle of domination of the law. He says that
it is not fair when one man always rules, and the other is under the control. It should neces-
sarily happen in turn. This idea is reflected in any democratic state today.

In his work, “The Main” Machiavelli suggests what kind of the ruler should be and how the
methods of taking and preserving the power in different situations are discussed. It seems
that the book had a great influence on many political figures (it is known that Joseph Stalin
was constantly reading it with pencil in his hand. Napoleon Bonaparte comments on Machi-
avelli’s text were discovered and published ten years ago).

English thinker John Locke in his work develops the idea of natural rights in which the right
to life, freedom and ownership is considered. Locke’s idea was based on the development of
liberalism.
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Marika Mtchedlidze

Georgia

Ilia State University

Primary School Pedagogy

Bachelor's programme, VIII semester

The Strategies for Raising Motivation while Teaching Natural Sciences
Supervisor — Associate Professor Marika Kapanadze

1. Nowadays, the raise of motivation is one of the critical issues for educators, because according
to the current researches, pupils’ academic achievements are directly proportional to their
motivation. Pupils’ motivation is determined by lots of factors, among them one of the most
important is the teaching methods.

2. The work discusses the effectiveness of “teaching by doing” method in natural sciences. A
practical study on the basis of which the problem has been identified as pupil’s low motiva-
tion in the field of natural sciences is reviewed.

3. For the purpose of overcoming the problem we planned interventions that were based on
“teaching by doing” method. We also used qualitative research methods like focus groups and
in-depth interviews.

4. Regarding the results, we can say that “teaching by doing” method supports the increasing of
students’ motivation in natural sciences. This has been confirmed by the structural observa-
tion in the process of interventions and focus groups.

5. As a result of the research we made a conclusion that pupils’ motivation is higher when a
teacher is a facilitator and gives pupils the opportunities of making conclusions and discover-
ies when a teacher just conducts a lesson by asking-answering questions and checking their
homework assignments.

6. Through pre and post-focus groups, we have clearly seen that it is important to build the

teaching process so that the interests of a teacher and pupils coincide with each other, other-
wise the lesson is uninteresting for pupils and therefore, their motivation is low.
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Giorgi Tavkhelidze

Georgia

Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi State University
Psychology

Bachelor’s programme, IV semester

Analysis of Protestant Work Ethic Values

Protestant work ethics rewards individuals with high willingness to work. The following
claim is justified by an evident religious motif which is the fundament of rewarding behaviors
of hard work. Based on this opinion, we can estimate that the concept of god is significantly
different in minds of individuals, brought up in Scandinavian-Protestant cultures.

Relatively, the concept of god’s help and support also varies. According to this claim, help of
god — as the figure of supreme power, is expressed through support and back up in the actual
work process.

Person has to create own well-being himself, while in non-protestant cultures, the help of
god is associated with luck or probability. Therefore, it has no direct link to causality or the
process of work.

Speaking of reasons, basic principles of Protestant work ethics is determined by religious cul-
ture and traditions.

Cultural transmission is taking place vertically, from parent to child. It is justified to presume
that positive willingness to hard work, customs and behaviors which help to increase labor
hours and decrease the duration of free time, is better explained through behaviorism, rather
than genetics. In other words, human behavior is reinforced due to upbringing, and not due
to natural causes.

Klaudia f.odejska

Poland

Jan Kochanowski University
History

PhD studies, Il semester

Celebrity Splash: Celebrities through Polish and Russian People’s Eyes
Scientific supervisor — dr hab. Professor Grzegorz Miernik

. The article aims at showing the process of popularizing the phenomenon of “celebrities” in
Poland and Russia. It may seem that celebrities all over the world function in the same way
because the mechanisms, thanks to which a celebrity becomes popular, are usually identical
everywhere. However, the American model does not look the same comparing to the eastern
part of Europe.

. To explain the cultural phenomenon I decided to make connection between history, sociol-
ogy and cultural points of view. From sociological point I tried to show the definition and
how Daniel Boorstin explained “How is a celebrity?” and how we can define them thanks to
typology of David Marshall.
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2.

3.

In the next part of the article, you can read about celebrities in history — even according to
saints like Saint Patrick. Finally, I decided to show celebrities form the US, Poland and Rus-
sia. How do people from these countries perceive celebrities? Where can we find differences?
And is there something weird about creating celebrities when we do not focus on people but
on objects and places? Or maybe we can find somewhere the cult after death of celebrities? In
the article are given the answers to all of these questions and much more.
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Ana Gabisonia

Georgia

Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi State University
Political Science

Bachelor’s programme, IV semester

Liana Khazalia

Georgia

Ivane Javakhishvili Thbilisi State University
Journalismand Mass Communications
Bachelor’s programme, IV semester

Ombudsman - as the Indicator of the Country’s Democracy

Scientific supervisor - PhD Elza Lomidze

1. Most modern countries recognize that they fight for creating democratic state. We think that the
most necessary thing for carrying out this aim is to ensure human rights and freedoms which
would be the base of strong civil society. In this respect, nowadays, Public Defender’s Institution
plays a great role in many countries.

2. Our study aims to point out the public defender as an active mediator between the public ad-
ministration and civil society in the process of democratization. Our main question for study-
ing is the following: What result will be got with popularization of the Institution of Public
Defender and with increasing trust quality towards it? According to operationalization, the
procedure which explains the effectiveness of the Institution of Public Defender in the pro-
cess of democratization means to observe the experiences of developed countries.

3. For the thorough study of this question, we use the qualitative method, analysis of documents
(comparison of annual reports) as well as interviews with students of TSU. The process of
democratization is very active in Georgia. We suppose that strengthening Public Defender’s
Institution will play an important role; that is why popularization of this institution is basic.
We think that if Ombudsman becomes more legitimate, more of its recommendations will be
taken into account.
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Mariam Gogaladze, Mariam Khijakadze
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Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi State University
Political Science
Bachelor's programme, IV semester

Absinthism of Citizens in Georgia -
Analysis of the Problem, Reasons and the Ways of Solution

Scientific supervisor — Assistant Professor Tamar Karaia

1. Elections are one of the most important mechanism of democratic governance. By the elec-
tions people choose representatives in authority who are accountable to people. Participating
in elections is the most essential action. It means that an individual is involved in political
processes and is an active member of society. It is a common fact that participate in elections
is a way to democracy and the expression of public idea. Moreover, by the elections authority
gets legitimization and public sovereignty is implemented. Besides, there are citizens who
refuse to use their rights and are indifferent. Unfortunately, the tendency of absintism is a
global problem and especially in those countries were the process of democratization did not
begin so long ago. Georgia is among these countries what can be proved by 2012-2016 parlia-
mentary elections.

2. In order to study the existing issue, we used qualitative analysis; we will discuss the existing
statistics, opinions of experts and authority. Also the lectures of Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi
State University will be interviewed. Lectures will be chosen from the Faculty of Social and
Political sciences. They are very competent. That is why with their help, we will be able to
realize the problem and find out the ways of solution. Before we study their opinions, weare
offering our suggestions:

e From our point of view, absintism is caused by the existing low civil and political culture.

e There are many projects which are carried out by the government, non-governmental or-
ganizations, but society is not well aware of this issue. That is why the number of projects
must be increased all over Georgia.

3. Citizens must be aware of the importance of elections. The result of elections shows who is

supported by the society. The result has a great importance for politicians, political parties,
members of society. Vote is a chance which is given to citizens to express their opinions.
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Anano Zirakadze, Tekle Kenteladze
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Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi State University
Political Science

Bachelor's programme, IV semester

Georgian-Abkhazian Conflict:
Fundamental Aspects and Ways of Settlement

Scientific supervisor — Eka Darbaidze

The Caucasus region has always been the confront place of different ethnical and cultural groups.
Conflicts in the region of Caucasus is one of the most important world challenge. While we are
talking about this issue we have to mention the Georgian-Abkhazian conflict. The war in Abkha-
zia was going during1992-1993, between the Georgian governmental army and separative groups
of ethnic Abkhazians. Today, the region of Abkhazia which is using de facto independence from
Georgia, is facing the hardest social and economic problems. Despite the self-announced inde-
pendence, the region of Abkhazia is fully depended on the Russian federation.

For deeply researching the issue, we used qualitative analysis, analysis of documents (contracts,
agreements, negotiations between Georgian and Abkhazian governments, Georgian strategy re-
ferring to Russia and Abkhazia, advertisements of Georgian ambassadors). Also we used depth
interview with the students of political sciences, studying at Tbilisi State University. The results
of researching will help us to define the ways how to make the situation for those sides profitable.
Before that, we are going to suggest our opinions of resolving the conflict:

» To begin with, we think that it is crucial for Georgia to choose the diplomatic curse towards
Russia. It is necessary to start negotiations with considering the interests of the both sides.
Because of Georgia is small, while Russia is bigger and stronger in all directions, escalating
the conflict is not suitable and profitable for them.

» The educational centers and the other ones should have be informed correctly about the
Georgian-Abkhazian conflict. Also, it will be positive if the representatives of the both sides
give the situation the right interpretation and estimate it correctly.

We deeply believe that, if from our side the right actions are realized towards the Abkhazian and

the Russian government, we will receive the same attitude back. In the end, this actions will
bring the situation stabilization.
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Modern Challenges of Terrorism

Scientific supervisor — Associate Professor Malkhaz Chikobava

Today the central Asian region is the hottest hub of terrorism and its spread. The Syrian
conflict killed thousands of innocent people. Civil war in Syria is accompanied by not one
terrorist act. According to the data, more than 165,000 soldiers have died and this indicator
continues to grow. The victims of the peaceful population are not yet established.

Today, it has been observed a trend of terrorist acts in Europe “to be replaced”. Examples are
already there. On January 7, 2015 and November 14 of the same year, Paris was twice the
main target of terrorists what made whole Europe think that it is necessary to look for more
effective methods of combating terrorism.

Terrorism is considered to be one of the major challenges of the 21st century. Leading coun-
tries are to make rational decisions to combat terrorism in modern reality.

The conflict in Central Asia caused the population’s migration. Only the European Union
(e.g. Germany) have expressed their willingness to take these people into their country. The
absolute majority of the country has refused to get people from Central Asia in their coun-
try because it may cause terrorists’ and extremists’ inflow in the country. Of course, this is
contrary to human principles not to leave people in need. The above mentioned dilemma is a
subject of broad consideration today and most importantly, it is correctly evaluated and then
the right decision is made by the leaders of the state
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Mahatma Gandhi and the Nonviolent Ways to Regulate Conflicts
Scientific supervisor — Professor Malkhaz Matsaberidze

1. The twentieth century is known not for only the bloodiest warfares in the history of human-
kind, but also for searching the nonviolent ways of resolving conflicts. In the twentieth cen-
tury, the approach of the society to conflicts changed what has greatly influenced the political
processes. The role of diplomatic negotiations, the functions of the international community
and political organizations are increasing in order to regulate conflicts in the modern world.
In fact, they try to establish nonviolent principles. On the other hand, nonviolent strug-
gle with certain parameters is a war without violence which requires planning, strategy and
tactics. A clear example of the use of nonviolent methods and the peaceful resolution of the
political conflicts is the Mahatma Gandhi’s decade-long struggle in India which eventually
forced the British Empire to refuse India’s occupation.

2. Mahatma Gandhi, regarded as the symbol of freedom of the twentieth century, opposed in-
justice with nonviolent actions thus regaining the independence of India without war.

3. The objective of the aforementioned topic is to demonstrate the role of nonviolent fight
methods on India’s example of conflict resolution. We decided to use the qualitative research
method to analyze the issue, namely based on the content analysis and comparative analysis
defining the urgency of the topic according to the following criteria:

e What are the peculiarities of the British-India conflict?

e Mahatma Gandhi - the founder of Satyagraha, the nonviolent struggle;

e The importance of resolving conflicts peacefully for the security and stability of the mod-
ern world.

4. The study of this topic allows us to talk about establishing nonviolent methods in conflict
resolution. Even nowadays, many political and public figures consider Mahatma Gandhi’s
worldview and views. People from ancient times dreamt about forming the state where love,
collaboration and nonviolence would be the main principles. Today, when the humanity is
threatened by ecological, economic and other disasters, politicians, state figures no longer have
the right to continue solving regional and ethnic problems in a forceful, violent way, because
the history of civilization has convinced us that war is not the way to solve problems. We have
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faced alternative in the 21st century: we have to choose either war, violence, or a new political
theory of the society development - nonviolence.
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Armenian and Azerbaijani Economies - Comparative Analysis
Scientific supervisor — Professor Malkhaz Matsaberidze

After the collapse of the Soviet Union, the former union republics passed three phases of
transformation, such as transformation from union republics to the sovereign states, from
totalitarianism to more or less democratic regimes, and finally, from planned, centralized
economy to market economy. Although, each of them indeed chose more or less different ways
to develop their own economy, some of them chose “the shock therapy” recommended by the
World Bank and other international financial organizations based on rapid privatization and
fundamental reforms of economy. Others, particularly central Asian countries and Belarus,
kept state role in the economy. Former union republics according to their labor and resource
potential adopted industrial, natural-resource-based or service economic models, but some
of them, including south Caucasian countries, had to become the emigrant-based economies.
This model is especially characteristic for Georgia and Armenia. Azerbaijan has a NR-based
economy, but there are still a lot of people who are labor emigrant in neighbor countries —
Turkey and Russia.

Hence Armenia and Azerbaijan are located in our region, the impact of their economies on
Georgian economy is significant. Besides, for their part, those economies depend on Georgian
transit routes, and this complex economic interdependence emphasizes the urgency of the
stated problem.

Based on the official data provided by world financial institutions and governmental agencies, the
research aims to compare the economic conditions and situations in Armenia and Azerbaijan, as
well as, analyzing historical events, acts adopted by parliaments, and the logical dynamics of the
development of economies from the restoration of independence up today. The work determines:
(1) which economic model is formed after transition in each country, (2) how big is the state
or private sector’ role in economy and (3) what the economic policy is in general. It is also
focused on the issue of Nagorno-Karabakh, Eurasian union, trade partners, foreign debt, gross
domestic product, foreign and domestic investments, natural resources and demographic data of
the countries because these factors influence the economy.

4. The survey is based on the comparative analysis of qualitative and quantitative data published

by the Parliaments of Armenia and Azerbaijan, statistics services and international financial
organizations and institutes.
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Europe in Georgian Politics — Analysis of the Political Discourse in 2003-2012
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It has been 26 years since Georgia restored the independence, but the country still encounters
major challenges in internal affairs and foreign policy. The most crucial issue is the process of
democratization which is important both from academic prospective and from civic and state
development prospective.

In the Post-Soviet Georgia, like in Central and Eastern European countries, structural trans-
formation of political systems started after the “color revolution”. The democratization was
accompanied by the process of Europeanization. The state elites tried to monopolize the dis-
course of Europeanization and took exclusive control over this narrative. The Europeaniza-
tion process was attached to the post revolutionist government; the idea itself became totally
hegemonic, but interpretations still stayed broad and diverse. The main problem lies in the
question — what is meant in the term “Europe”? What are the social and political precondi-
tions of the European system?

The research aims at studying transformation of the political discourse about Europe from
2003 till 2016, identifying the meaning of “European state”, how it was challenged and what
kind of interrelation exists between the final aims and the ways of its realization. The research
is based on the analysis of the secondary data and the methodology of content analysis.
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NATO - Georgia, New Prospects
Scientific supervisor — Associate Professor Kakha Ketsheia

1. In modern society it is actively discussed how important role international organizations have
in the life of small counties. “NATO?” is still topical what makes us watch attentively every
activity of this organization. Nowadays, one of the most important documents is “Warsaw
Summit Communique” where in fact 3 paragraphs refer to Georgia.

2. The paragraph 111 is about the progress of Georgia since 2008. In this paragraph NATO ap-
preciates those significant and continuous contributions that Georgian people made to their
shared security.

3. The paragraph 112 emphasizes the fact that more than 30 experts from allied and partner
countries are supporting cooperation with Georgia. There is also mentioned one very import-
ant fact: “We have agreed additional practical ways to intensify efforts, including support to

Georgia’s crisis management capabilities ..... in strategic communications”. In the paragraph
113, “NATO” welcomes Georgia’s commitment not to use force and call on Russia to recipro-
cate.
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4. All of these paragraphs show dependence of “NATO”, because besides these 3 paragraphs,
there is another paragraph related to Georgia. By means of the qualitative research, I have
made traditional analysis of documents on the basis of which I will try to discuss the men-
tioned paragraphs, make conclusions and talk about prospects.
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Scientific supervisor — Professor Aleksandre Kukhianidze

1. The “Panama Papers” (“Panamagate”) are leaked documents which contained confidential in-
formation of offshore entities. The documents belonged to the Panamanian law firm Mossack
Fonseca. German newspaper “Siiddeutsche Zeitung” received them in 2015. A special team
of international journalists under the direct supervision of the US nonprofit organization CPI
studied leaked documents for a year. After one year of analysis, the results of investigation
were published on April 3, 2016. Basically, the results of investigation included revelation of
politicians’ hidden property and conflicts of interests related to this fact, during the period of
1977-2015.

2. The main research question concerns the connection between offshore jurisdictions and po-
litical corruption. Therefore, an independent variable is offshore jurisdictions and political
corruption - dependent variable. According to the Panama Papers’ case, the research aims to
determine legality of offshore organizations’ activities, mechanisms of their implementation,
international reputation of their clients and also, connections between offshore companies
and political figures.

3. The methodology framework of this paper is based on quantitative research methods. In par-
ticular, the researcher examines the phenomenon through observation in numerical repre-
sentations and statistical analysis. Besides, the research contains the analysis of the experts’
opinions.

162



o) 807>y

bs9s(0239¢n0

03569 225350003000l bsbyermdols
o8ogrobol bsbgedpoge #bo39mbodId0
30200900 G913609(9985

83353360590, 11 ligdabh®o

mposerwm®o mdMmesmbabo LsBbHgm 35335b0580

bgwddegsbgeo - 3Gmxzgbm®o 8@@5@% 8@@@6@@@68

1. 5d@umomds: 939960l ©gdm3coGHomwo  gob30m56MHgdol gHsbg Mmbodzbgwrmgsbglio
5JBHMO0  obwsgm  Lsdmgoodm  Labmaomgds. Lodmdosdm  Labmasmgdols
L5g8056Mds, oo  9dBH030Hd0 > ToLo  FEPMIMGMDS  JIBLEBOZIMOZL  J399bols
©99M365@0I™d0L bs®molbl. Lodmdowsdm LoBMYSEMGIOL 59E030DTob 25dM3w0bgds
3obogm  LmEosErm®o  ImdMoMmdgdol  BFmMIoMGds. ghm-gbmo  dgmisg  Lomzmbol
Abgmoml 3003030l obGHM®Mm05do LMW O FMIMSMBIOL 25sIFY39AHO SWOYOWO
93065m. obobo begdmbgb, bdo® d90mbgzgzsdo, bgrolyzwgdols 993300l 30Bgbbos.
396Ub3539005 J500 FMEMTs, D™ds, 30BbYdO, 530939 3496905, LrEFOS YOO FMIMIMDS

390d9ds 0ymb ©:93Mme3000, S EHIOBIGH0ME0, MIRMEOTsG 0. bLoobEHIMILMS, Mo
bggds 53 dbMog h396L Ggyombdo.

2. 30Bsbo: 33935 JoBbo 0Lsbogls, Ggolfogurml LodbMHgm 39335L00L Mgaombols J39ybgddo,
0590300090 MdOL IM33980L 9939, M5 MMl 15359 L EOSEYOHO IM>MdYdO,
65 @Mbomss obobo FoMdmwygbowo J3g9bol dmeo@o3me 3bmzMgdsdo, Go GHodol
LM E0SWYOHO BMIMMOJI0 SOLYIMBL, Mo AoBLBZ390ss om0 3MMEHIBEOL 9IgdLy o
RMm©®J0L FmOHOL. OHMYMO0s 3500 F0FsMm bgeolzegdols sIMI0YdIIgds

3. 9900MOMEMY0s: 3319308 JoDBbosb  Q5dMA0bseg dmbs(3999d50  godmygbgdyem
0d6s5 39mMgmo §gommgdo, LEIGH0900, HMIgdog s0hgMgb Lbbgolbgs LmEoswrwme
80dM5mdgdL: 8s9BHMEoL 39MH30Lm30L, dmlzm3z0L 30bMMGsGHMOL M0s MBIHBOLMZOL
bemdbgmdo, GH9aMGHOL GHYolomzol, Lodgblom LobEgdolmgol, s3Mmgm3g SHBYMHBs0X 6T
9md6omds NIDA, OLL 9m3m39dw9eo dmbs399900 0594985300 990090900000 565¢00Bols

5 ©OLZNOLOL 3OOEHOIMEO 565¢0BOL boggmdzgeby.

163



Lile Mikadze

Georgia

Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi State University
Political Science

Bachelor's programme, Ilsemester

Social Movements in the South Caucasus Region

Scientific supervisor — Professor Malkhaz Matsaberidze

. Topicality: Social movements have very important role in developing democracy in the state.
They have been main actors of modern world history. Social movements were able to change
political elites in many countries. They are different with their forms, aims, character; some-
times they are revolutionary, alternative or reformative. It would be interesting to find out
what is happening in our region, south Caucasia, what kind of social movements we have.

. The aim of the research is to study social movements in South Caucasian countries: Georgia,
Armenia and Azerbaijan. It is interesting to find out how social movement make impact on
political lives of these countries.

. Methodology: considering the aim of the research I have chosen case studies of Mashtots
Park social movement, movement for pension policy, also NIDA and OLI. For analyzing the
data I used the comparative and critical discourse analysis methods.
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Involvement of Civil Society in Urban Policy
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1. Historical discourse: It has been almost 26 years that Georgia is being in all new conditions
which has no historical precedent. Social-Political or economic movements have been fol-
lowed by restructuring lots of different fields. One of these fields is the formation of civil
society and its strong involvement in urban policy.

2. What does urban policy mean? Urban policy is one of the most important factors for develop-
ing and formatting cities of the country. It is mostly aimed to regulate economy and market
but, except for that, urban policy contributes to the recourses of the society and makes them
available for everyone. The existing field includes the matters such as environment protec-
tion, transport, health care, ecology, etc. From the issues above mentioned, we will mainly
focus on the development of urban policy in terms of environment protection and examine
the influence that civil society has on planning of urban policy.

3. “Tell me something and I'll forget it, show me something and maybe I'll remember it, involve
me and I will remember it,” — Confucius. Taking part in planning, as a particular strategy of
urban policy.

4. Itis clear that when we talk about the policy of city management and its involvement, it does

not concert only experts, specialists or Government branches. Urban development includes
constant feedback from citizens. This paper discusses all civic activities of the last years con-
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5.

1.

cerning environment protection and their influence on policy formation.

To sum up: “Partisan Gardening” In Georgia as a sort of involvement in urban policy.
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In the last years while transport is overloaded in Tbilisi, the country and especially the city is
facing acute problems. Despite the fact, that government is paying attention to the problems,
the prevention never goes further than the infrastructural interference. I agree with the fact
that it is very important for the infrastructure to be modern but the government should think
about long-standing aims and goals.

While discussing the topic, we have to say what urban politic problems the city is facing:
The problem of free relocating and transporting;

Air pollution;

Noise in the city;

Visual pollution;

Car-parking problems;

VVVVY
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> Grown risk of car-accidents;
> Relocating problems of pedestrians.

3. I have decided to conduct the qualitative analysis. I will make a research on the mentioned
standards:

e What kind of role does the government play in the urban politics;

e What kind of role does the society play;

e How are they analyzing the responsibility and taking part in the decision making pro-
cess;

e What are their initiatives;

e Is the transport space safe for pedestrians or not?

4. T will conduct the interview research and ask questions to pedestrians, car-parking helpers
and drivers. I think that this will help me to analyze Tbilisi urban politic system in the social
direction. I will also talk about my recommendations. In my opinion, the government should
firstly think about affective urban politics, but the society also should be more active and
responsible.
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Bachelor’sprogramme, VIsemester

The Degree of Involvement in the Capital in 2016-2017
Scientific supervisor — Professor Malkhaz Matsaberidze

. For states that follow traditions, formation of a fundamental principle of democracy, such
as the actions of decision-makers corresponding to public interest, or simply to say, follow-
ing the involvement principle which is most well-done at the local self-government level is
rather important. This is the shortest path whereby the population can give their voice to the
government. Thus, it was interesting to see how realistic it is in our country, especially the
principle of democracy across the capital.

. In Thilisi, participation is possible in several ways: on the one hand, public participation at
local assembly sessions (the Georgian legislation gives us this right) where a citizen fixes his/
her position, asks questions and puts his/her important issues on the agenda. On the other
hand, a citizen can apply to the majoritarian MP of his/her district.

. Research Framework: We use qualitative and quantitative methods of research - we con-
ducted two researches: We used contents to analyze protocols and appeals and conducted
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self-prescribed questioning with random selection. More specifically, we studied the reports
of the current convocation council meetings from 2014 up to now. Special attention is paid to
those sessions in which public involvement was observed, in particular towards which issue
society is active. We have also conducted a survey of meetings with majoritarian MPs, where
we identify how many types of applications are observed and, in particular, how adequate
their demand is to the MPs competence. In addition, we conducted a quantitative study and
surveyed the population in the capital, how much information they have about the principle
of participation, how much they enjoy this right and what are the priorities they consider to
involve the public in the process of consideration. Therefore, we will try to find out whether
the list of priority issues identified by the society corresponds to the issues directly involved
in the absence of persons (non-members of the council), or some activity of the society.

4. Hypothesis: we suggest that the level of involvement in the individual level is low, the whole
population is not well aware in their own rights and obligations, and the degree of involve-
ment in local level is mainly at the expense of narrow interest groups and the broader public
layer is passive in this regard.

obgd B39Hsdg, bo®os o8ghemolgomo
bsgsmoz9em

03569 225350003000l bsbyermdols
o8oerobol bsbgerdpoge #bog9mbodgdo
302¢m0H0,20b G913609(9905

3335300590, VI b9G9lheo

M©HBsEmmo dmemodols ®©s Bolio Bsaso sgdmMo - SGmGLGHO
bgddngsbgro - 3OHMBLMEOO Jobsb Fo3sdgMody

1. dmbsfowgmdomo »&MdbMmo  3mwo@ozol 9608369wm3s6  odGHmMgdl  MGMBbo
9d65m0d9gd0 [oMmdMoygbgb. 020 4olbdmdl bLemEosw Mo ddOMdOL JH!-9HO
RMOASL, O@IolL  99939Mdom3  IMJosdggdo  3OMdID  MMIBMO  F5MgIMUL
3MBEHOMEL. LmEosE MO IMIMIMBS GboS LMEIOPIOMdOMS s Loghmm Jobbgdom
3996000569390 553056930l 3 gdEHoMEmOo A5TM[3935 JELPOEHIOOL, 93EMMOGHYBHIO0UL,
bbgs LmE0sMMo ¥3nqooL 96 LemEoswwmo bm®MIgdol JodsMrm, JEoEJdmb ©s
3mb963H0mb M0 0bGHIAMI300L BmMIom (McAdam, Tarrow, & Tilly, 2001).

2. B535356M900 m30L90603 33e9350, M3 rIEolbdmdl ©m3dgbEgdol EGHGMooome
3063 96¢)-965000BL.  3mBEGHIJLEGHMOS©  go399bsw0bgdm  gMowmdom  igommgdls o
39393090000 53 dmbs3gdg00L sbseobol Loxgmdzguw by 35396mm, vy Md9bo
©OQE MMl SLOMWGd6 Lobgwdfoxzm 3meo@o3zolb ©®ol {odogdo LmEoswmEo
9d65MdYd0, HMYMOE 1ODI6MWO 3:m0E030L 35sd(Y39E0 SJGMMdO0.

3. Bggbo 33c0930L 0BIBL FomBmoygbl dg30Lfogzcrmm 59dEH0MO MEMBOIBMEo FMIMSMdJdO
Q5 25630b0M0o Fom0 LETMJseEsdM 593H030HT0 MMBBY 3MbBOMbEHIFOWW FMHowdo.
39OS5 530S 99396AL 2939390790 MBOEIOLTO MMHBBMWO IOMGHILEHOL 25TMbsEZ0L
RMOIGOLS 5 30BYHEODI305Dg s 035BY M) G5 Jom(j93900 S 259Mf)393900 5J3m
506036 dMmdEsMdYOL MHBBM 30 EH03500.

170



4. 3035605M©Y®, MMI LeOEoswwE dmdOsMmdIdL 353350500 sOBYOIO  MEMBBIO
303030l 3MMdIIGOol  2ooLofY39BO©0  @d  Lsdmgoemodm  Bmbsfowgmdols
3oLd0gMHO s 36093693560 Mo s 16305 960Fgdoom.

5. 5b939 BsobGHgOLMS ol FogB0, MM LodoGmM3gEml bgoglo dMIMMdgd0 43b39ds
L3930 MELS (29BOL 356 30) s 9M9356d03 (B5BMEOL 13ZgMO). Yz9Es BomMYPSBL LogH M
060 53mIM5390m - MG Bodogodm go69dmb TgbseBMbgds, HodoE 0dweolibdgds,
MmO 3 8H3969 LEFIOOL (339, 9939 3G IO 899330MIMIOL BEBSEHOLYL IJmby
393900l 339 S 0LOBO JOMOMOWIE S3MWOEH03IME d9JsboBTGOL Foerdmowy9bgb.

Inga Putkaradze, Khatia Imerlishvili
Georgia

Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi State University
Political Science
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Utrban Policy and Its Main Actor - Protest

Scientific supervisor — Professor Malkhaz Matsaberidze

1. The main actors of urban policy are urban motions. It means one of the forms of the social
movement which gives people a chance to control urban environment. Social movement is a
collective challenge of people, united under solidarity and common goals, to elites, authori-
ties, other social groups or social norms in the form of steady integration.

2. We will hold a discussion, qualitative analysis, which implies traditional content-analysis of
documents and written sources. On the basis of these data, we will try to show the crucial role
of social movements, as the main actors of urban policy, in governmental politics.

3. The main purpose our research is to study active urban motions and discuss their civil ac-
tivism within the aspect of urban confrontation. Besides, we will focus on the forms and
visualization of urban protest expressions existing in Tbilisi and on the achievements and
challenges of social movements in urban policy.

4. We suppose that social movements play an important role and have a significant function
in strengthening civil participation and solving the problems of urban policy existing in the
Caucasus.

5. There is one fact which is interesting as well: we meet the similar movements in Istanbul and

Yerevan. All of them have the same purpose - to keep the civil environment what implies pro-
tection of green cover as well as cultural monuments. They are mainly apolitical mechanism.
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Nationalism in the Modern World

Scientific supervisor - Jeff Morski

. There are too many theories of nationalism. Is nationalism good or bad?! On the one hand,
nationalism could be understood as a progressive and liberal force, which offers national uni-
ty and independence. On the other hand, it could be irrational and reactionary credo, which
allows political leaders to make a decision on military expansion policy and a war on behalf
of the nation.

. In different times, nationalism was progressive and reactionary, democratic and authoritari-
an, liberal and tyrannical, left-wing and right-wing. Despite this variety, each kind of nation-
alism has one common feature — it realizes basic political sense. We always face a problem
when we have to know the exact meaning of “nation”.

. At first, we should take into account any political or cultural factor when we try to determine
“nation”. Nationalism climate is based on certain circumstances and policy which pushed ac-
tually nationalism to originate. When nationalism is against colonial form of government, it
is a liberal force yearning to fairness.

. There is the only way out — society should collaborate with people unfamiliar to them.
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The New Wave of Realism in International Relations

Scientific supervisor — Professor Giorgi Chkhikvishvili

1. Crisis is not a new phenomenon but if someone thinks that progress is inconvertible and the
world passed on to the new stage by establishing of EU or Liberal democracy, he/she will have
to face new reality very soon. The best example of it is the current President of the USA and
his radical statements, also his attitude to emigrants. The main determinant sign of Trump’s
presidential campaign was his aggressive rhetoric to illegal emigrants. According to his state-
ments, it is important that the emigrants would be returned to their countries. Nowadays, in
America, there are approximately 11 million emigrants.

2. The humankind will never reach the stage of development where war will not exist as a phe-
nomenon and what is most important, military forces will lose their significance. There are
some reasons for this:

1) The nature of human being is conflictive.

2) Rivalry and struggle for redistributing resources is as a natural process as the fact that a
human can breathe.

3) No matter how one side is willing to establish peaceful relations with another side, he/
she cannot be absolutely sure in the same desire of another side. Thus, he/she is obliged to
have the tools of self-defense.
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3. The questions we talked about make it clear and explain the arising wave of realism in in-
ternational relations. Liberalism once again defeats against realism. This process has already
started and supporters of liberalism will have to admit it.
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Energy Resources as Foreign Policy Leverage
Scientific supervisor - Invited lecturer Konstantine Shubitidze

Energy Security is becoming a more and more popular issue in the world politics. Countries
use energy resources as foreign policy leverage very often. Russian energetic policy hasenor-
mous influence on international level when it comes to political and economic dependency.
Russian great power has made a huge impact on the Post-Soviet countries since 1991 and is
dangerous for energy security.

The main objective of the research paper is to show that energy resources, on international
level, are used as political leverage that cause disorganization of countries’ sovereignty. The
second goal of the paper is to make fuller literature about the issue. There are too many re-
searches about the topic, but scientific researches on the energy dependency of the Post-So-
viet countries on Russia are rather scanty.

The research question is: How did the Post-Soviet countries manage to make consistent en-
ergy policy in order to reduce energy dependency on “Gazprom”. The paper claims that the
most convenient theory to explain the topic is the theory of Neoliberalism called Internation-
al Dependency.

The research consequences: Every Post-Soviet country did not manage to become free from
Russian Energy control. Lithuania and Georgia managed that by strengthening the trade of
energy resources and affording to new markets of natural gaz. Energy dependency on “Gaz-
prom” stays the same and even stronger in Armenia. That is the huge instrument for Russia
to be a powerful actor in today’s International System.
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Anna Tskitisvili

Georgia

Ivane Javakhishvili Thbilisi State University
International Relations

Bachelor, IV semester

Shalva Turkadze

Georgia

Ivane Javakhishvili Thbilisi State University
International Relations

Bachelor's programme, VIsemester

Impact of the EU Economic Sanctions on Russian Economy

Scientific supervisor - Invited lecturer Konstantine Shubitidze

1. Research problem: In 2014, Russia violated international law with Crimea annexation and
supporting separatist movements in eastern Ukraine. These actions raised tensions between
western countries and Russia. In 2014, after annexation of Crimea, economic sanctions were
introduced against Russia by western countries. There were 4 stages. It’s still unclear what
caused the change of Russian economy during 2014-2016, whether it was caused by the EU
sanctions or falling of the oil prices. During the research process we will try to enrich the ex-
isting scientific knowledge and determine what caused the problem. We think that the work
will be very useful for the people who are interested in international relations, economics and
politics.

2. Research aim: Our aim is to find out the economic changes in Russia which will be deter-
mined by the following indicators.
1. GDP 2. Foreign investments 3. Currency 4. Prices of stocks

We will observe these indicators during 2010-2013 and 2014-2016

3. Research question: What was the impact of the EU economic sanctions on Russian
economy after annexation of Crimea?
Independent variable: economic sanctions
Dependent variable: Russian economy

4. Topicality of the research: Annexation of Crimea still remains in the global agenda. Most of
the EU economic sanctions are in action. Furthermore, Russian economy is yet unstable and
inconsistent.
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. Research methodology: Our research is qualitative, in particular, we will use case study. The
analysis of secondary sources is a research method. We will pull together information from
various Internet articles, statistical data and works of scientists. We will analyze them and
make deductions according to them.
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Ivane Javakhishvili Thbilisi State University
International Relations

Bachelor’sprogramme, VIsemester

The Role of Brazil in the Regional Integration Process of
Latin American States

Scientific supervisor - Invited lecturer Konstantine Shubitidze

1. The issue of integration in the Latin American region is particularly important because this
region faces many problems and challenges. Their solution cannot be achieved without coop-
eration between the countries of Latin America.

2. Brazilis one of the key players in Latin America. It is often referred to as the main force of the
region due to its political and economic capabilities. Therefore, it is important to identify the
role of Brazil in the process of regional integration.

3. Brazil’s participation in the creation and operation of regional organizations, its economic and
political interests allow us to discuss its role in the process of Latin American integration.

4. Brazil was the initiator and participant of the creation of regional organizations (MERCOSUR,
UNASUR), which should promote strengthening cooperation between Latin American states.

5. Brazil’s economic interests have a significant impact on its relations with other states of the Latin
American region. Consequently, these interests influence its involvement in the integration pro-
cess and the integration process itself due to the importance of that state in the region.

6. Brazil’s political interests have a significant impact on its relations with other states of the Latin
American region. Consequently, these interests influence its involvement in the integration pro-
cess and the integration process itself, due to the importance of that state in the region. It joined
the process of solving the current political crisis in several Latin American States, expressing its
own interests and cooperating with other governments in certain cases.

7. Brazil is an important player in the region and has been actively involved in the events for coop-

eration, but its participation in the integration process is limited by its own economic and political
interests.
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Giorgi Karalashvili
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Ivane Javakhishvili Thbilisi State University
International Relations

Bachelor’s programme, Il semester

Importance of Humanitarian Intervention
Supervisor — Visiting Professor Konstantine Shubitidze

Humanitarian intervention is a means of preventing or stopping a gross violation of human
rights in a state where there state is either incapable or unwilling to protect its own people,
or is actively persecuting them.

1994 Rwanda genocide was a clear example of the outcomes caused by the non-interfer-
ence of international society in the process of violation of human rights. In order to give a
good explanation, it is important to analyze the lack of humanitarian intervention in those
processes and UN’s role before and during the genocide. The genocide became the most
important influence for making review of international law and meaning of intervention.
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3. The main aim of the paper is to explain the importance of humanitarian intervention. Here-
by, the paper’s goal is to make the question clear: What was the main reason which caused the
genocide and why humanitarian intervention did not take place in Rwanda?
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Irakli Etsadashvili, Levan Kapitonov
Georgia

Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi State University
International Relations

Bachelor, VI semester

Pan-Arabism and the Reasons of its Unsuccessfulness
Supervisor — Visiting Professor Konstantine Shubitidze

In modern times, the number of chops and changes on a political map is significantly de-
creased. First of all, this is associated with the implementation of international law principles,
such as territorial integrity and inviolability of borders. Furthermore, the appearance of new
states in the international system became a more important event. Nationalism became the
main power which stimulates the creation of new actors in international relations. Despite the
fact that the majority of states which were created in recent history are the result of secession-
ist and anticolonial nationalism, pan-movements have not lost their relevance. The ideology
which aims to unite large groups due to their cultural features turned up to be engaging fora
lot of states, but despite that, there is a lack of successful pan-movements in modern history.

The idea of Arabic pan-movement, which aimed to unite all Arabs in one country, was spe-
cial. Compared to all other pan-movements, pan-Arabism seemed more realistic, but still, it
did not take place. A union of Egypt and Syria in 1958, which was inspired by pan-Arabic
ideas, was also unsuccessful. The purpose of the study is to examine circumstances which
made the implementation of pan-Arabic idea impossible. The paper will attempt to answer
the questions, such as: under which circumstances may states give up their sovereignty? And
in what form does the pan-Arabic idea live nowadays?
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Mari Babakishvili, Beka Kutchukhidze
Georgia

Ivane Javakhishvili Thbilisi State University
International Relations

Bachelor’sprogramme, VIsemester

Mass Surveillance and Terrorism
Supervisor — Visiting Professor Konstantine Shubitidze

1. Historical review — the world’s perception of terrorism has changed drastically after September 11,
2001, when the US was attacked following the events of Pearl Harbor. The word Terrorism obtained
a new meaning. The tragedy of 9/11 was classified as military aggression. Moreover, the US declared
“War on Terrorism”. The US Government at the time decided that this attack needed to be countered
by using technology (as well as other means) while fighting against terrorism. Thus a surveillance pro-
gram of terrorism was created. Many developed states still use similar surveillance programs. Materials
published by Edward Snowden in 2013 caused major criticism of the surveillance program and the
debate about this issue still continues.

2. Research question — why does the surveillance program fail to be effective against terrorism and does
using this program violate human rights?

3. Purpose — By using historical background, we will try to determine the factors, which prevent mass
surveillance programs from working efficiently.

4. Period —2001 — 2016 years.

5. Relevance — Terrorism is one of the most crucial problems of the world and remains to be the main
focus of international security. Due to the spread of globalization, terrorism gained even more oppor-
tunities and the number of terrorist acts rises day by day. The world is trying to prevent and overcome
these threats and the main achievement of this path would be defeating terrorism.
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Mari Lekishvili, Irakli Pachkoria

Georgia

Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi State University
International Relations

Bachelor’sprogramme, VIsemester

Gazprom’s Influence on Russia-EU Relations
Supervisor — Assistant Professor Giorgi Kvinikadze

1. With the spread of liberal values, economic relations occupy one of the leading roles in XXI
century. Apart from the States, international organizations and transnational corporations are
considered as important actors in today’s complex international system. They often lead the
foreign policy course of states. A clear example of this is the Russian transnational company
“Gazprom”. It is the largest supplier of natural gas in the world and, therefore, a powerful po-
litical and economic weapon for Russia. “Gazprom” owns 16% of world gas and 60% of Rus-
sia’s natural gas reserves. That is why, after the end of the Cold War, the energy giant became
part of the foreign policy composition for Russia and Europe. In most cases, by Europeans the
energy sector and its involved subjects are considered as a key of continental stability.

2. Since the EU is interested in finding alternative energy suppliers and energy sources, it is in-
teresting to see how the EU and Russia’s energy relations will be implemented in light of the
fact that the EU has been making a soft policy towards Russia in terms of energy dependence
on Russia. Therefore, the purpose of the work is to study the dynamics of energy relations
in the relations of Russia and the EU, and the main question is the following: How powerful
lever is “Gazprom” for Russia while conducting political relations with the EU? Taking into
consideration that the energy sector in the EU is the sphere of competence that is shared with
the member states, the research process is quite complex, which in itself requires analysis in
both global and national levels.

3. We hope that the issue will be interesting for the audience who is interested in both Rus-
sia-EU relations and international economic relations.
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Islamic State - Important Actor of International Relations

Scientific supervisor - Invited lecturer Konstantine Shubitidze

The Islamic state of Iraq and the Levant which was recognized by the UN as a terrorist orga-
nization and accused for the massive violation of human rights has been getting stronger and
stronger for several years and has become one of the most powerful terrorist organizationsin
the world.

Precondition for creating — According to several leaders of the organization, their decision
to join Jihad was caused by intervention in Iraq in 2003 during the presidency of George W.
Bush.

Purpose — The long-term goal of the Islamic State is to create Levant which is the name of
eastern coast of the Mediterranean Sea and includes Syria, Lebanon, Turkey, Israel, Palestine,
Jordan and Egypt.

. The reasons for strengthening of the ISIS - The Islamic State has secured huge cash flows
from oil fields in eastern Syria, has stolen and sold archeological antiquities and artifacts, has
captured money from the banks and military supplies during Mosul intervention, has got ran-
som money for kidnapped foreigners and information, has got money from several countries
(Qatar, Saudi Arabia). All the facts above have caused economic strength of ISIS. Nowadays,
its total budget is about 2bn$.

. Why ISIS is so attractive — Most of the people joined ISIS during the Iraq war to fight against
western forces. Also, as the US Secretary of defense Ashton Carter said, the Islamic State is
a social-media-fuelled terrorism group and this fact helps them to spread information and
recruit members easily. What is more, Islamic state is attractive for several countries because
the terrorist group’s actions help them to achieve their national interests.
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The Factors Impeding Turkey’s Integration into EU

Scientific supervisor - Invited lecturer Konstantine Shubitidze

Turkey is a transcontinental country that is distinguished for its diverse culture, historical
past and favorable geographical location. This is a country whose culture is a mixture of Euro-
pean and Asian traditions and values that attract the attention of the international communi-
ty. The country has long been trying to integrate into the European Union and is still the most
important aspect of its foreign relations. We can boldly say that the entry into the European
Union is a dream of the population of Turkey.

The problem of the research is the fact that there is no Georgian document where the factors
impeding Turkey’s integration into EU are stated. This issue is of great importance today in
Turkey, as well as in the whole world especially, taking into consideration the ongoing events
in the Middle East (we mean migrant crises, rising threat of terrorism in Europe).

Our main goal is to analyze the existing relations between the EU and Turkey and to establish
political factors that prevent the country entry into the EU.

The research question is: what factors prevent Turkey’s integration into the EU? We specify
what political factors are. The independent variable in our case is the political factors that in-
terfere with the EU membership in Turkey, and the dependent variable - Turkey’s integration
into the European Union. The study strategy is a case study. We used the most basic methods
of research, in particular the analysis of the documents.

Audience - We think our research will be of interest to people interested in international
relations, especially in the relations of Turkey and the EU.
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Impact of the Ukrainian Crisis on Russian-EU Trade Relations
Scientific supervisor - Invited lecturer Konstantine Shubitidze

1. The paper aims to analyze the trade relations between the EU and the Russian Federation
based on the “Ukrainian Crisis”. There is also analyzed how and why the Ukrainian crisis
started. The paper discusses the meaning of the economic sanctions imposed to the Russian
Federation caused by the crisis and the effects of the sanctions on the trade relations between
these two important actors in the world what is shown by comparison of the export-im-
port indicators between Russia-EU before and after the crisis (before 2014, after 2014).

2 Our research question during the study is: what influence did Ukrainian Crisis make on the
trade relations between EU and Russia? We claim that the crisis had negative effect on the
relations related to the fact that the import and export between them were decreased.

3. The mentioned issue is topical because of several reasons. Firstly, we must state that the
Russian Federation still acts with geopolitical views in international relations and territori-
al interests are main for this country. That is why, the fact that the West uses not military
power but economic lever to make influence on Russia is very important and attracts special
attention. Moreover, the fact that this country has broken out the geo-economical war against
Georgia makes this issue even more important and more interesting.
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Growing Geopolitical Challenges: China Case
Scientific supervisor — Associate Professor Zurab Davitashvili

1. The essence of the work: One of the greatest dilemmas of today’s world’s order is Geopolitics
VS Geo-economics. According to one of the considerations, Geo-economics is gradually re-
placing the importance of Geopolitics. The transition is marked by the start of the process we
call Globalization. Our work touches the following topics: changing the meanings of Geopol-
itics and Geo-economics in Asian countries, impact of these changes on the development and
strength of Asian countries and impact of China on these processes.

2. Relevance of the topic: Rivalry between political ideologies has been a characteristic feature
of the world’s current processes for over one century. However, after the Cold War, political
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ideologies was replaced by economic strategies. The meaning of Geo-economics has signifi-
cantly risen after the appearance of transnational corporations. All of these processes un-
doubtedly have impact on Asian countries and China is among them; they are actively par-
ticipating in economic processes and produce big amount of the world’s economic potential.

Research methodology: We used qualitative as well as quantitative methods for our research.
Particularly, operationalization and comparative analysis. We also got to know different arti-
cles about Asian countries’ Geo-economics and Geopolitics.

Possible results: Changes in Geopolitics and Geo-economics in Asian countries have a great
impact on the world’s prosperity and development. In today’s world, Asian countries are
developing gradually; they are becoming economically independent, which can be a presage
for big changes. Asian countries are focusing on “regional customer chain”, because in most
of the situations they are negotiating with countries which are geographically close to them.
Their attitude towards economics may lead to two kinds of results: in the first case, Asian
multinational corporations may merge with another powerful country, which wants a hege-
mony over the world, which can mostly likely be China. On the other hand, changing of the
world’s economic center is expected. Asian economic development during the last 2 decades
has contributed to global changing of power. Today, Asia is more powerful economically and
financially than Europe and America.
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EU’s Energy Security in the Wake of the Ukraine Crisis
Scientific supervisor - Invited lecturer Konstantine Shubitidze

. Importance: Energy security is an integral part of the national security in today’s interna-
tional system. Energy resources became an important foreign policy tool. Russia appears to
be the biggest energy supplier for the EU that causes Europe’s energy dependence on Russia.
Russia actively uses its resources as a foreign policy tool and manipulate with it. Moreover,
Russia-Ukraine relations are still tense and as Ukraine is a transit country between Russia and

the EU. EU’s energy security issues are of a great importance and further research is needed
in this field.

. Purpose of the study: The study aims to determine the impact of the Ukraine Crisis on the
EU’s energy security.

. Methodology. The research question: What was the impact of the Ukraine Crisis on the EU’s
energy security? Independent variable: The Ukraine Crisis. Dependent variable: EU’s energy
security. Operationalization of the variables: in order to answer the research question we
will observe the following indicators: dependence on the Russian gas import, diversification
of energy sources and the country’s energy reserves and capacity. Research methodology is
qualitative. The method is case-study. We use the analysis of secondary sources for obtaining
information.

. Major findings: Russia owns an important share of energy resources and is the biggest supplier
for the EU and this factors cause EU’s energy dependence on Russian resources. Moreover,
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EU’s energy market is not diversified and EU countries do not have enough resources and re-
serves to satisfy the EU. Dichotomy and confrontation between the interests of Russia and the
EU is another important factor. The crisis of Ukraine worsened relations between Russia and
the EU which is evident as sanctions and counter sanctions were introduced by the parties.
As Ukraine is a transit country between Russia and the EU, unstable situation in Ukraine adds
more concerns to the EU’s energy security.
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Bachelor's programme, Il semester

European Elections in 2012-2017
Scientific supervisor — Associate Professor Davit Matsaberidze

In the presented research we will talk about the rising tendency of nationalism and chauvin-
ism in Europe; we will discuss how Migrant crisis and Economic stagnation affect the rising
of nationalist parties’ popularity and ratings in Europe. The main research question we would
like to answer is: what are the causes of upgrowing Nationalism in Europe for the time being?

The research is based on scientific articles, important academic sources, political documents,
programmes of nationalist parties. During the research we also discussed and analyzed the
press-conferences and speeches of the leaders of Nationalist parties of Europe. In the research
we will use qualitative research methods as well as quantitative methods such as, schemes,
diagrams and content analysis. Methodology of the research is Case Study, design of research—
expository.

The main text of this academic paper and the research question will be examined in the Con-
structivism theoretical framework. Hypothesis of our paper — it is supposed to discover all the
reasons and factors that cause the growing influence of nationalism and nationalistic parties.
It is also supposed to find out correlation between migrants crisis, economic stagnation and
the tendency of increasing nationalism.
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Georgia

Ivane Javakhishvili Thbilisi State University
International Relations

Bachelor's programme, VIsemester

Europe’s Energy Independence from Russia; The Role of Georgia
Scientific supervisor — Invited lecturer Konstantine Shubitidze

Historical review — in the international system, states are dependent on each otheraccording
to their national interests, however taking into account Europe energy dependence level
with Russia, their interests turn out to be different. After the collapse of the Soviet Union,
Russia continues taking advantage of central Asian gas and sells it as if it has been produced
by itself. Whereas Caspian region is getting involved in energy providing and offers Euro-
pean states alternative sources of energy, which includes an energy stream from Azerbaijan
through Georgia and Turkey to Europe. This idea has been taken into account by European
states and financed with a huge amount of investment which simultaneously also means po-
litical investment.
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. The research question - What role does Georgia play in the issue of energy independence
from Europe and in what ways can it achieve this goal?

Indicators - Energy supplies and the possibility of providing Europe with it in case of Russia
and Azerbaijan. Transportation system of Georgia-Turkey and Ukraine-Belarus cases.

Research goal - Through the above indicators, it is important to find out whether the Caspian
region and particularly the role of Georgia can be increased in Europe energy providing and
whether it can turn the country into an important act of international security.

. Period - 1991-2014.

. Relevance of the topic - the more developed and sophisticated becomes the technique of
energy providing of Azerbaijan, the more realistic becomes the idea to decrease Europe en-
ergy dependence on Russia and Georgia can play a huge role on the way of achieving this
significant goal.
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International Relations

Bachelor's programme, IV semester

Dakota Access Pipeline and the Sioux Tribe
Scientific supervisor — MA in Philology Maia Tielidze

1. In the United States’ history destiny of the Indians was not good enough. But the reality
changed at the end of XIX century when tribes were kept in reservations. Today, one of the
biggest tribe is Sioux whose future is not enviable. Protest continue against the US President’s
permission to build Dakota Access Pipeline which endangers Sioux tribe’s unique culture.

2 Our research problem is that Dakota Access Pipeline endangers Sioux tribe’s culture with
ecological, juridical and economic issues. This process will destroy not only the Sioux tribe, it
will also increase greenhouse gases emission in atmosphere, flora and fauna of this territory.

3. Itis interesting how the pipeline will be the main factor in destroying the tribe. We will dis-
cuss Dakota Access project and all natural and artificial aspects that will be deplorable for the
Sioux tribe. This is our research aim.

4 During the research we had the main question: What is the influence of the pipeline’s loca-
tion on destruction of the Sioux tribe’s cultural elements?

5. We study the problem by mixed methods. We use statistics, interviews, etc. Society describe
this problem in a different way. So, we decided that our philosophical view is pragmatism. It
is important to study the problem from different context, foresee opinions and prerequisites.

6. Our research result will be to understand that Dakota Access Pipeline will be disruptive for

the Sioux tribe having unique culture. This will destroy living areas, flora and fauna which are
indivisible from the Sioux tribe’s culture.
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Globalization and Nationalism
Case study: Brexit

Scientific supervisor — Invited lecturer Konstantine Shubitidze

Globalization and nationalism: the confrontation between globalism and nationalism is one
of the main issues in modern international politics. In terms of globalization nationalism is
often discussed is negative contest. One of the main reasons is that for the West globaliza-
tion is “welfare” which has to be widespread in the whole world, while nationalism means
localization, separation and isolation. Because of these reasons nationalism is the threat to
globalization not only in developing countries, but also in Great powers, such as Great Britain.

Case study — Brexit: On June 24, 2016 there was a referendum in Great Britain, whether Brit-
ain wanted to be the part of European Union or not. British people decided that they wanted
to leave. This, together with the US presidential elections and the rise of populism in Western
Europe, is considered as the “crisis of liberal democracy”.

The research question — what is Brexit and what should our response be to it.
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Ivane Javakhishvili Thbilisi State University
International Relations
Bachelor’s programme, VISemester

The Influence of Kurdish-Turkish Conflict on Stability of the Middle East

Scientific supervisor — Invited lecturer Konstantine Shubitidze

1. Historical background — The Kurdish-Turkish conflict is an armed confrontation between the
republic of Turkey and rebellious groups of Kurds. The conflict takes roots in 1920s. In 1920
the treaty of Sevres was signed. This treaty was supposed to be the foundation of creating
the Kurdish Republic. Ataturk was able to announce the territory of Kurds as the part of the
Turkish Republic. Throughout the 20" century Kurds were fighting in order to create their
own state, but their efforts were in vain.

2. The research question — What harm do the Kurds do to their neighboring countries — Turkey,
Iraq, Syria and Iran.

3. Purpose — A number of researches have been made on the Kurdish issue. However, not enough
is said about the negative influence of Kurdish politics on the Middle East and the people who
live there. The purpose of this paper is to determine what are the methods used by Kurds for
creating their own state.
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